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PREFACE. 


At the Officers’ Regimental Dinner in 1919—the first since the 
War—lI had the honour to be asked to compile the War Records. 


My reputation had apparently survived a previous effort to write 
a History of the Regiment on the occasion of its centenary, and acting 
on this assumption, with promises of assistance of my brother-officers, 
I ventured to accept the task. 


Many important documents, which would have been invaluable, 
had been lost at sea during the War, but letters and diaries full of 
interesting information were supplied, by which, with the help of 
Official Despatches and War Histories, I have done my best to put 
together a narrative of events in which the Regiment was concerned, 
which I trust may be of interest to my readers, and prove a fairly 
reliable record for posterity. 


In dealing with the material at my disposal I have endeavoured 
to stick to facts and avoid all matters of controversy. The loss of 
Regimental Records, referred to, has added to the difficulty of ensuring 
complete accuracy in details,and I must crave indulgence for any slight 
errors or omissions that may be found to have occurred, in spite of 
careful revision by those who have helped me in the work. 


Each chapter comprises a period mainly within the dates specified 
in the heading, and is introduced by a short outline of the particular 
phase of operations, obtained either by a precis of despatches, or by 
extracts from publications on the War which I have been able to con- 
sult. Among these sources of information Iam chiefly indebted to 
the following:—Col. Preston’s interesting work ‘* The Desert Mounted 
Corps”; Capt. Teichman’s “ Diary of an M.O.”; Mr. W. T. Massey’s 
“War Correspondent’s Despatches” ; and the “’limes Llistory of the 


War.” 


The Diagram of the Attack in the action at Huj with explanatory 
notes, re-printed from the *‘ Cavalry Journal” by special permission of 
the Managing Editor (Maj.-Gen. Sir N. M. Smyth) will be appreciated 
as a valuable addition to the Book. 


For private Diaries I must express my gratitude specially to Col. 
Richardson, Col. R. Bullock, Maj. Mills and Capt. Alan-Williams, and 
to Lieut. Armstrong, who, in addition to a complete diary of events 
during his service in Palestine, contributed four excellent maps 
designed by himself. 


Col. F. Dugdale supplied several private letters from officers on 
service, and despatches ; and Mrs. Gray-Cheape kindly lent the private 
diaries and papers of her late husband, the gallant Colonel whose 
untimely end the Regiment deplores. 


Lady Butler’s famous picture of the Charge at Huj, now in the 
possession of Col. Charteris (photographed by his kind permission), and 
two sketches by the late Lieut. Prankerd form interesting features in 
the work, and the Portraits of Officers include the Commanding Officers, 
and those who were killed or died on service during the war. 


The Regiment had a varied experience of service: as Infantry 
in Gallipoli—Cavalry in Egypt and Palestine, and lastly as Machine- 
Gunners in France, and in all spheres of operations fully maintained 
its high reputation. It is gratifying to note thatin the new scheme 
of Army re-organization it resumes its old position as Cavalry, in virtue 
of being second in order of precedence among the senior Yeomanry 
Regiments which remain in that arm of the service. 


H.A.A. 
Fillongley, May 1922. 
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GROUP OF OFFICERS ON MOBILIZATION, AUGUST, 1914. 


THE 
WARWICKSHIRE YEOMANRY 
IN THE GREAT WAR. 


CuHaptrerR I. 
4tH AUGUST, 1914—AUGUST, 1915. 


MOBILIZATION. 


AR began at midnight on August 4th, 1914, when 

the time for reply to the British ultimatum expired, 

but already in the afternoon of that day Major Hardisty 

(Secretary of the Territorial Force Association) had received 
the momentous Official Telegram of three words : — 


“ MOBILISE 4TH WARWICKS.” 
The message was immediately transmitted to the various 


Territorial Units, and amongst them to the Warwick 
Yeomanry through the Adjutant, Captain I. H. Stocker, 
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by whom Orders were conveyed to all Squadron Commanders. 
Mobilization of the four squadrons at their respective Head- 
quarters commenced at once, and continued till August 10th, 
when the Regiment, organised in three Service Squadrons 
(“ A’ squadron being absorbed), concentrated at Warwick. 


4” Squadron mobilized at Birmingham on August 5th, 
under the command of Major J. D. Mills, and assembled 
in full strength with great punctuality. The men were billeted 
in the city that night, but on the following day the Squadron 
was broken up, in accordance with the scheme of mobiliza- 
tion, and one-third of the men transferred to each of the 
other squadrons—“ B,”’ “C,” and “D,” at their respective 
Headquarters. The strength of ‘“A’’ Squadron before 
distribution was four Officers and 97 O.Rs., including $.S.M. 
Curtis (Permanent Staff), and $.S.M. I. James and 8.Q.M.S. 
Rider. The two latter subsequently went in the same - 
capacity to ‘‘D” squadron. 


Major Mills succeeded Major Richardson in command of 


“PD” Squadron, on the latter being appointed 2nd in 
command of the Regiment. 


Of the other Officers of ‘A’ Squadron, Lieuts. G. A. Lloyd 
and H. C. Coulston went to ““C’’ Squadron, and Lieut. L. B. 
Joynson was appointed Regimental Signalling Officer. | 


Caper. A. G. LORD GUERNSEY (IR. GDs.) 
(Killed in action, Battle of the Aisne, September, 1914.) 
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MOBILIZATION. 3 


Captain Lord Guernsey had left to re-juin his former 
tegiment—(the Irish Guards), and was on the eve of 
departure with the Expeditionary Force for France, Within 
a month of the commencement of hostilities he met his death 
at the Battle of the Aisne, being killed in the famous 
attack of the 4th Guards Brigade on September 14th, 
1914, when his Battahon were moved up in support of 
the Coldstreams at the most critical moment of the fight. 


* Tord Guernsey began his career in the Irish Guards, and 
joined the Yeomanry in 1908. — By his death the Regiment 
lost one who had endeared himself to all ranks by his 
personal charm of character, and had proved himself a most 


efficient Officer. 


“ B”’ Squadron mobilized at Warwick on Angust 5th under 
Major B. Granville; the other Officers present being Capt. 
R. Napier, Lt. D. H. Smith-Ryland, 2nd-Lt. A. K. Motion; 
and 2nd-Lts. L. ‘hwaites, and R. F. K. Gooch who joined 
that day. Capt. G. H. Hodgkinson was appointed Staff 
Captain to the 151st Brigade. 


All were present except two men, one of whom was abroad 
and the other met with an accident on the way to Warwick ; 


*As son of the Earl of Aylesford, who retired as Major in 1896, Lord Gueinsey was 
lineal descendant of the founder and first Colonel of tuo Regiment—in 1794 the 4th 
Karl of Aylesford, who wus succeeded as Colone! by his son the Sth Marl in 1814, since 
when the family has been continuously represented on the Koll of Otlicers. 


— 
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Warwick, where they remained until. the Regiment had 
completed mobilization, and the time was spent in collecting 
horses for the Brigade Headquarters and the squadron, 
with daily Drills in Warwick Park. 


The Squadron Staff included $.8.M. Forbes (Permanent 
Staff), who was afterwards D.A.A.G. to the 46th Division, 
S.S.M. G. Bray, (afterwards Regimental 8.M.) and 8.Q.M.S. 
Plummer, who was among those killed in the charge at Hu). 


On the 6th August about 30 O.Rs. were transferred from 
‘© A’ Squadron, bringing the squadron up to war strength. 
A few had been rejected as unfit for service, but with 
the exception of two men the whole squadron volunteered for 
foreign service. 


“CO” Squadron mobilized at Coventry on August 5th, at the 
Old Artillery Barracks, under Major W. Pepys, with Capt. E. 
T. Chamberlayne 2nd in command. The Squadron Staff 
included S.S.M. Saunderson (5th Jcrs.); S.S.M. J. R. Tait, 
and SQ.M 38. W. Emery. 


About 380 men were transferred from “A” squadron, and 
all ranks assembled punctually except two men who were 
abroad. Horses were collected, transport purchased locally, 
and saddlery fitted, and on August 10th the Squadron with a 
strength of six Officers, and 120 O.Rs. marched to Warwick to 
join the other squadrons. 


Yr 


MOBILIZATION. 


Major Pepys reinained in command of ‘‘C”’ squadron until 
December 9th, 1914, when he received orders to join his old 
Regiment the 13th Hussars in France, and Captain KH. 'T. 
Chamberlayne theu took the Squadron with Captain R. Lakin 
as 2nd in command. 


“DPD” Squadron mobilised at Stratford-on-Avon on August 
Sth under Major R. Airth Richardson, and marched to 
Warwick on the 10th to join the other squadrons. 


I.t.-Col. R. B. Charteris, being unable to pass as fit for 
active service on account of ill health, was compelled to 
relinquish his position as 2nd in Command of the 
Regiment in favour of Major Richardson, and Major Mills 
took over “ D” squadron. 


On completion of Mobilization, the three Service Squadrons 
with Headquarters Staff paraded on Warwick Common on 
Monday, August 10th, 1914. 


The composition of the Regiment was as follows:— 
Head Quarters Staff. 

Lieut.-Col. F. Dugdale, C.V.O., in Command. 
Major R. Airth Richardson, 2nd in Command. 
Capt. Id. H. Stocker, (13th Hussars) Adjutant. 
Surg. Lieut.-Col. R. Bullock, Regimental Surgeon. 
Hon. Chaplain, Rev. L. V. Goodenough. 
Quartermaster, Capt. R. Valintine. 
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H.Q. Staff—continued. 
Vet. Officer, Lieut. Palmer. 
Reg. Sergt.-Major W. Wilkes, (Permanent Staff). 
Reg. Serg.-Major Harvey, H. 
Reg. Q.M.S. Tippetts, G. Is. 
Ihieut. ©. G. Pemberton, Machine Gun Officer. 
Tieut, L. B. Joynson, Signalling Officer. 


“2B” Squadron, 

Major B. Granville, in Command, 
Capt. R. G. C. Napier, 2rd in Command. 
Lieut. H. D. Smith-Ryland, 
Qnd-Lieut, A. K. Motion. 

m » 8. F. Gooch. 

‘ »  L. Thwaites. 
S.S.M. Forbes, H. N. 
S.Q.M.S, Rider, W. I. 
Q.M.S. Harris, A. 


“CO” Squadron, 

Major W. Pepys, in Command, 
Capt. 16, 'T. Chamberlayne, 2nd in Command, 
Lieut. G, A. Lloyd. 
Lieut, H. C. Coulston. 
2nd-Lieut G. C. Jackson, 

- » , Lakin, 
S.S.M, Senior, G. 
S.Q.M.S. Emery, W. 


TRAINING. 7 


“DD” Squadron, 

Major J. }). Mills, in Command. 
Capt. J. G. Gillespie, 2nd in Command. 
Lieut. C. J. H. Wheatley. 

»  #. C. Shirley. 

» RK. T. Leather (Transport Officer) 
2nd-Lieut. H. B. Tate. 
S.S.M. lerris, A. 
S.S.M. Mason, H. 'T. 
S,Q M.S. Cooper, I. T 


DEPARIURK FROM WARWICK. 

The Regiment assembled at the Shire Hall, Warwick, 
on August 12th, where they were addressed by the Brigadier— 
Gen. E. A. Wiggin, and the Commanding Officer—Lieut.-Col. 
F. Dugdale. A very large majority of the men volunteered 
for service; and the Brigadier, having received equally satis- 
factory reports from the Worcester and Gloucester Yeomanry 
(the other Regiments in the Brigade) at once wired to the 
War Office that the Brigade had willingly answered to the 
appeal. 


On the following day the Regiment entrained at Milverton 
Station for Bury St. Edmunds, and arrived there on the 14th. 
‘The Gloucesters and Worcesters reached Warwick on the 11th 
and followed to Bury later. 
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The Officers of the H.Q. Staff were billeted at Fornham 
House (the residence of Major Duff), and the remainder of 
the men and officers in the neighbourhood. Squadron 
Training was carried on until the 24th, when the Regiment 
was inspected by General Alderson at Livermere Park, and on 
the 29th left for Bungay, bivouacking at Scole, whence they 
were ordered to Norwich, and spent the night of the 30th in a 
field outside the city. 


On August 31st they entrained for Newbury, and went into 
camp on the Race course. Here the whole Brigade assembled 
comprising the Warwick, Gloucester and Worcester Yeomanry 
Regiments, with the Warwick R.H.A., and together formed 
the lst South Midland Brigade. While in camp at Newbury 
a very serious stampede of horses occurred, resulting In many 
being badly injured. 


Brigade and Regimental training were regularly carried on 
daily, and on September 3rd there was a Field Day and 
Scheme under the direction of the Brigadier (General Wiggin) 
followed by an Inspection by General Sir [an Hamilton. 


On September 30th, 1914, Lieut.-Colonel F. Dugdale 
relinquished the command which was taken over by Lieut.- 
Colonel T. A. Wight-Boycott, D.S.O., Staffordshire Yeomanry. 


LIEUT.-CoL. 'T. A. WIGH'r-BOYCOTT, D.S.O. 
(In command Sept., 1914 to Sept., 1915. Died April, 1916.) 


Digitized by Google 


DEPARTURE OVERSEAS. 4) 


‘The Brigade remained at Newbury during the month of 
October and went into billets at Speen and the neighbouring 
villages. The 2nd Mounted Division, to which they belonged 
being under orders (subsequently cancelled) to proceed to 
France, were inspected by H.M. the [ting at Churn early in 
the month, and again on the 19th by Major-General W. I. 
Peyton who was in cominand of the Division. 


In November the Brigade returned to Norfolk, leaving 
Newbury by rail for Sheringham on the 16th. Here they 
remained for about a month with Headquarters at the Grand 
Hotel. | 


The next move was to Costessey, near Norwich. On 
December 17th the Regiment marched to Norwich, and were 
billeted in the neighbourhood, continuing their training with 
the Brigade until they were ordered overseas in April, 1915. 


On the evening of the 8th April the 1st South Midland 
Brigade left Norwich for Avonmouth to embark for service 
overseas forming part of the 2nd Mounted Division, and 
sailed from that Port on the 11th April, 1915. 


The horses of the Warwick Yeomanry were put on board 
the ill-fated Transport ‘‘ Wayfarer’ which sailed on the 10th. 


On the following day the Regiment embarked on H.M.T. 
“Saturnia,” starting about 4 p.m. under an escort of two 
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destroyers which left them at midnight with a farewell 
message to ‘“‘ go ahead as fast as they could.” 


‘There were also on board one Squadron of Gloucester 
Yeomanry under Capt. M. Lloyd Baker; the Worcester 
Yeomanry under Colonel the Earl of Dudley; Derbyshire 
Yeomanry under Colonel ord H. Bentinck ; and the South 
Notts. Hussars under Colonel Cole, who was O.C. ‘Troops. 


Within 36 hours of starting, news of the torpedoing of the 
“Wayfarer ’’ was received by wireless, and caused great 
anxiety as all details of the disaster were wanting. On the 
second day out the sea was very rough, and owing to the 
crowded state on board the ship there was a good deal of 
sickness and discomfort. 


Gibraltar was passed in the night, about four days from the 
start, and, after hugging the shore of the coast of Africa, the 
vessel bore up for Malta, entering the harbour of Valetta on 
the morning of April 19. 


On arrival the officers were at once allowed to land, and on 
the return of Col. Wight-Boycott on board later in the day 
orders were given that the men should be given the same 
privilege. It 1s gratifying to be able to record that not one of 
all the Yeomen who went on shore gave the C.O. cause to 
regret the confidence he reposed in his men. 


VOYAGE TO EGYPT. . 11 


The ‘Saturnia’’ sailed from Malta next day reaching 
Alexandria at daybreak on April 24th, when the Regiment 
disembarked and marched by squadrons to Chatby Camp, 
pitched their tents and settled down for the night. 


Chatby is about-one mile east of Alexandria, close to the sea 
and had the reputation of being a health resort, but the camp 
as constituted proved to be a very unhealthy spot. The whole 
of the Brigade were there in a confined area on the site of the 
ancient catacombs, close to the outlet of the main drains of 
Alexandria, in consequence of which it was not Jong before a 
large percentage of officers and men were down with sickness. 


Shortly after arnval Brig.-General Wiggin and Colonel 
Wight-Boycott proceeded to Cairo to draw horses to replace 
those left on the ‘‘ Wayfarer,” as it had been decided that only 
the Officers’ chargers should be sent on. A fairly useful lot of 
“ Walers’”’ were supplied, a few of which managed even to 
survive to the end of the Regiment’s term of service in Pales- 
tine in April, 1918. 


About the middie of May the survivors of the ‘‘ Wayfarer ’”’ 
arrived at Chatby Camp with 80 chargers for the Brigade, and 
were enthusiastically welcomed by their comrades, who heard 
with interest the details of their adventures since they parted 
on April 10th. 
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destroyers which left them at midnight with a farewell 
message to “go ahead as fast as they could.” 


‘There were also on board one Squadron of Gloucester 
Yeomanry under Capt. M. Lloyd Baker; the Worcester 
Yeomanry under Colonel the Karl of Dudley; Derbyshire 
Yeomanry under Colonel Lord H. Bentinck ; and the South 
Notts. Hussars under Colonel Cole, who was O.C. ‘Troops. 


Within 36 hours of starting, news of the torpedoing of the 
‘““Wayfarer’’ was received by wireless, and caused great 
anxiety as all details of the disaster were wanting. On the 
second day out the sea was very rough, and owing to the 
crowded state on board the ship there was a good deal of 
sickness and discomfort. 


Gibraltar was passed in the night, about four days from the 
start, and, after hugging the shore of the coast of Africa, the 
vessel bore up for Malta, entering the harbour of Valetta on 
the morning of April 19, | 


On arrival the officers were at once allowed to land, and on 
the return of Col. Wight-Boycott on board later in the day 
orders were given that the men should be given the same 
privilege. It is gratifying to be able to record that not one of 
all the Yeomen who went on shore gave the C.O. cause to 
regret the confidence he reposed in his inen. 


VOXYAGE TO EGyPtT. 11 


The ‘Saturnia’ sailed from Malta next day reaching 
Alexandria at daybreak on April 24th, when the Regiment 
disembarked and marched by squadrons to Chatby Camp, 
pitched their tents and settled down for the night. 


Chatby is about one mile east of Alexandria, close to the sea 
and had the reputation of being a health resort, but the camp 
as constituted proved to be a very unhealthy spot. The whole 
of the Brigade were there in a confined area on the site of the 
ancient catacombs, close to the outlet of the main drains of 
Alexandria, in consequence of which it was not Jong before a 
large percentage of officers and men were down with sickness. 


Shortly after arrival Brig.-General Wiggin and Colonel 
Wight-Boycott proceeded to Cairo to draw horses to replace 
those left on the ‘“* Wayfarer,” as it had been decided that only 
the Officers’ chargers should be sent on. A fairly useful lot of 
‘ Walers ” were supplied, a few of which managed even to 
survive to the end of the Regiment’s term of service in Pales-— 
tine in April, 1918. 


About the middle of May the survivors of the ‘* Wayfarer ”’ 
arrived at Chatby Camp with 80 chargers for the Brigade, and 
were enthusiastically welcomed by their comrades, who heard 
with interest the details of their adventures since they parted 
on April 10th. 
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As an example of courage and discipline, the conduct of the 
officers and men who saved the ship and 700 horses in their 
care deserves a prominent place in the annals of the 
Regiment. ‘The story is here told from the diary of Major 
Richardson, the officer in command of the troops on board, to 
which are added the official reports on the occurrence. 


THE ‘* WAYFARER” INCIDENT. 


The ‘Troops on board the Transport ‘‘ Wayfarer” were 
under the command of Major Richardson, and included five 
other Officers viz:—Capt. R. Lakin, Lieut. Gooch, Lieut. 
Yorke, Lieut. Palmer (Vet. Officer), and Capt. Wallace, 
R.A.M.C., with 189 N.C.Os., and men, and 763 horses and 
mules. 


The “‘ Wayfarer ’’ sailed at 8.20 p.m. on April 10, 1915, and 
all went well nntil about 215 p.m. on the following day, 
when, 60 miles N.W. of the Scillies, the ship was struck by a 
torpedo on the port side just forward of the engine room. A 
huge hole (afterwards discovered to be 800 sq. ft. in size) was 
made in three of the holds, and the engine room and boilers 
were flooded. 


The two destroyers, which had started as escort, had left 
about 5 o’clock that morning, and nothing was seen of the 
enemy submarine. All on board immediately went to their 
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ic, and the boats with their 
’ with the exception of one, 
Beof the following men :—Cpl. 
irby (Warwick Yeo.) and Pte. 


sight at the time, and the 
n hour later a small trading 
' came to the rescue, and 
from the boats safely, the 


’ 


- r’’ appeared to be unlikely to 
sink for some time, Major Richardson, after consultation with 
the captain of the ‘“ Wayfarer’’ (Capt. Cownie), decided to 
return with him on board to collect kits, and let the horses 
heads down, and fortunately thev were able to save the life of 
Pte. Birchley of “D” squadron, who had been left behind, 
and was almost drowned under the bales of hay in one of the 
holds. 


After two hours work on the ‘‘ Wayfarer” amongst the horses, 
Major Richardson decided to call for a fatigue party of 20 
men from the ‘ Framfield ” to assist, and at 5.380 p.m. Lieuts. 
| Yorke and Palmer arrived with 18 men, who in conjunction 
| with the ship’s officers managed to carry on the work until 
the arrival of the vessel at Queenstown on April 18th 
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The names of those who gallantly undertook this arduous 
tusk are recorded in the following return :— 


List of Officers, N.C.Os., and men, who returned to H.M. Transport 
“Wayfarer” in order to save 763 horses—April Ith, 1915. 


Major R. Airth-Richardson, (Warwickshire Yeomanry), O.C. 
Lieut. H. R. Yorke, (Warwickshire Yeomanry) 


Veterinary Lieut. R. B. Palmer, (A.V.C. attached) ‘e 
Seret. Cox, E. J.» Warwickshire Yeomanry : aes 
Far. Sergt. Jones, J. W. ve is yy 
Set. Newman, J. - 3 i 


L./Cpl. Hough, B. 


Pte. Dixon. J. 


Farndon, F. 


Daulman, R. H. ma i ‘ 


Warner, T. 
Biddels, G. 


9 99 A 
Pearson, J. E. ‘s “ 
Trenfield, KE. G. 5 i pe 
Woodward, A. sé 9 = 
Spencer, J. J. H. 9 ” Ce 
Bowen, A, J. ” ” 
Wilkes, J. A. "9 9 
Young, H. M. 3 9 
Colley, C. H. 9 
Bennett, A. J. . ms 


Capt. R. Lakin, was in command of troops on s.s. * Framfield ” 


which towed s.s. ‘* Wayfarer.” 


2nd-Lieut. R. F. Gooch, 


was in command of troops take to 


Falmouth on H.M.T. “ Newlyn.” 


Lieut. C. R. Wallace, (Ist S.M.Mtd.Bdge., FLA. attached), 


Tae | 
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Meanwhile one of the convoy, H.M.T. ‘‘ Newlyn” had come 
np, and, in order to divide the risk, Lient. Gooch and 115 
men were taken on board for convevance to Falmouth. 


There were then left on board the “Fraimfield ’’—Capt. 
Lakin, Lieut. Wallace and 53 men; and the captain of the 
ship, having volunteered to take the ‘ Wayfarer” in tow, 
moved off about 7 p.m. heading for Queenstown. 


The progress was necessarily very slow, averaging only 
about one mile an honr, to avoid the pressure of water on the 
bulkheads. 


All day on April 12th the time was spent in attending to 
the horses, feeding and watering under great difliculties. 
That night the wind increased, and, as the ship rolled, it was 
necessary to keep the horses heads up, as they were already up 
to their knees in water. 


Major Richardson, in his report, mentions how splendidly 
the officers, N.C.Os., and men worked. ‘I have never seen 
such a worker as Lieut. Yorke.” ‘“ ‘They were working 
continuously under very great difficulties and extreme danger 
for any moment the ship might have gone down, and, in fact 
with six holds flooded out of nine, it was a marvel how she 
kept afloat.”’ 


In answer to a message sent by the ‘“‘ Newlyn” on arrival 
at Falmonth, two Admiralty tugs were dispatched from 


. 


morning of April 13th however, \* 
“Framfield,” and took the “ Way 


About mid-day Kinsale Liggs 
eventually the vessel was safel 
Harbour at 4 p.m., being brough 
evening. 


The state of the ‘Wayfarer’ 
that, by orders of Admiral Coke 
the work of disembarking the 
and by 12.30 mid-nig 
Point, about a mile fr 


Officers and men - 
occupied in re-fitting 
Including mules, 76 he, ? ‘ 
horses having been ! . 
two by accident. 

Amongst those |: 
from pneumonia, b 
Regiment, and w 
Shirehampton. 


Pte. G. A. Aston 
hold on board, ha 


ot 
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ed with military honours at Queens- 
1g in command of the funeral party. 
or from Chureh Lench in Worcester- 
rwickshire Yeomanry in 1913. 


» were accidentally drowned on first 
fter it was struck by the torpedo, 
"> ‘the Regiment, Corporal Powell from 
Rugby, who joined in 1911; and Pte. 
olesworth in 1913; while the third 
servant of Capt. Chamberlayne’s) was 
913. 


PING ahi ary Authorities fully recognised the 
able service of all engaged in salving the ‘‘ Wayfarer,” as may 
be seen in the following extracts from their reports :— 


twin 


! In his report addressed to the Admiralty, Vice-Admiral C. H. 
Coke, Commanding at Queenstown, after giving details of the 
occurrence, wrote :— 


‘““T am of opinion that the conduct of the Officer Commanding Troops 
(Major Airth-Richardson) and the whole of the Officers and Men 
deserve special recognition, and I would strongly recommend those 
mentioned for their Lordships most favourable consideration ; and ask 
them to bring to the favourable notice of the War Office the excellent 
work performed by Major Richardson, his Officers and men. 
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Queenstown, and arrived on the scene at 7.20 p.m. but owing 
to the heavy swell were unable to assist that night. On the 
morning of April 13th however, about 5.25 they relieved the 
‘“Framfield,” and took the ‘ Wayfarer ” in tow. 


About mid-day Kinsale Lightship came in sight, and 
eventually the vessel was safely anchored in Queenstown 
Harbour at 4 p.m., being brought up to the quay later in the 
evening, 

The state of the ‘ Wavfarer’’ was found to be so critical 
that, by orders of Admiral Coke (Commanding at Queenstown) 
the work of disembarking the horses was undertaken at once 
and by 12.30 mid-night all were removed to a camp at White 
Point, about a mile from the quay. 


Officers and men remained at Queenstown till April 23rd 
occupied in re-fitting, and in the distribution of the horses. 
Including mules, 760 animals were safely landed, only three 
horses having been lost, of which one died of pneumonia and 
two by accident. 


Amongst those landed several were found to be suffering 
from pneumonia, but 100 were allowed to be retained by the 
Regiment, and were sent in charge of Lieut. Gooch to 
Shirehampton. 


Pte. G. A. Aston was unfortunately found drowned in the hay 
hold on board, having been on stable duty when the explosion 
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| with military honours at Queens- 
in command of the funeral party. 


from Church Lench in Worcester- 
ickshire Yeomanry in 1913. 


were accidentally drowned on first 
xr it was struck by the torpedo, 
ae Regiment, Corporal Powell from 
igby, who joined in 1911; and Pte. 
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“T consider the salving of the ship and the saving of the horses is a 
splendid example of pluck and endurance by all on board, and as 
regards the soldiers, their work for nearly a day and two nights, often 
up to their waists in water in dark holds (for the electric light was of 
course extinguished) is worthy of the highest traditions of the Army.” 


A War Office letter dated 17th April, 1915, addressed to 
the General Officer Commanding, Irish Command, contained 
the following extract :— 


‘“T am to request you to convey to Major R. Airth Richardson, Ist 
Warwick Yeomanry, the high appreciation of the Council on the 
work done by him, and the officers and men under his command. 


‘“T am to say that the Council consider that their conduct under 
most trying circumstances, shows a high state of discipline, and 
reflects great credit on the Corps to which they belong.” 


At a later date, the following ARMY ORDER was issued by 
Lord Kitchener, dated May 27th, 1915 :— 


WAR OFFICE, 
27th May, 1915. 


XVIII.—CASUALTY TO TRANSPORT “ WAYFARER.’ — 


The Secretary of State for War desires to place on record his 
warm appreciation of the gallant conduct and devotion to 
duty displayed by Major R. A. Richardson, and the officers 
N.C.Os., and men of the Ist Warwickshire Yeomanry, on the 
occasion of a torpedo attack on the transport “ Wayfarer ” 
on the IIth April, 1915. 
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( 
| 
i van Nd 7 ° . . 
; Through the prompt action of Major Richardson, and the 


marked efficiency of the officers and men under his 
command, only five lives were lost out of a total of 189 men, 
and all the horses, 7603 in number, were brought safely to 


shore, 


The Secretary of State for War is prond of the behaviour 
of the troops, and regards it as a good example of the 


advantiuges of subordination and strict discipline. 


The Secretary of State for War cannot close this order 
Without expressing his admiration of the coolness and 
courage of Captain David G. Cownie and the officers and 


crew of the transport * Wayfarer.” 
By Command of the Army Council, 
R. N. BRADE, 


The promotion of Major Richardson to the rank of Brevet 
Lientenant-Colonel was officially announced on May 17th, and 
amongst the awards by the King for distinguished gallant 
services rendered on the occasion of the destruction or damage 
by enemy action of Transports, etc., which appeared in the 
Gazette were: 

Military Cross.—Capt. H. R. Yorke, and Capt. R. B. Paliner, A.V.C. 


Meritorious Service Medal,—Pte. A. Bennett, L.-Cpl. G. Biddels, 
Pte. A. J. Bowen, Set. C. H. Colley, Sgt. HK. J. Cox, Pte. F. 
Farndon, Far, Sgt. J. W. Jones, Pte. J. J. H. Spencer, Cpl. E.G. 
Trenfield, Pte. T. Warner, L..-Cpl. J. A. Wilkes, Pte. A. Woodward. 
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After a week spent at Queenstown, Major Richardson with 
four officers and 44 N.C.Os,, and men embarked on H.M. 
Transport ‘‘ Chyebassa’”’ in the evening of April 28rd, 1915, 
for Plymouth, arriving about mid-day on the 24th, and, 
having proceeded up to Devonport that evening, the ship was 
cleared by midnight. 


The work of refitting was carried on until April 29th, on 
which day Major Richardson with Capt, R. Lakin, Lieuts. 
Gooch and Yorke, and 180 N.C.Os,, and men with 80 horses, 
embarked on board H.M.'l. “ Lake Manitoba ”’ and sailed for 
Alexandria, 


Having reached that port on May 14th, the ship was 
immediately cleared, and officers and men proceeded to join 
their colleagues at Chatby Camp. 


Shortly after their arrival a final recognition of their gallant 
conduct was made in the following Special Order issued by 
the G.O.C. of the 2nd Mounted Division :— 


ORDERS BY MAJOR-GENERAL W. E. PEYTON, C.B., C.V.O., D.S.O. 
COMMMANDING 2nd MOUNTED DIVISION. 
ABBASSIA, 
24th May, 1915. 


SPECIAL ORDER. 
The G.O.C. wishes it to be known throughout all ranks of the 
Division that the gallant and heroic conduct of the men and officers of 
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the Warwickshire Yeomanry under the command of Majer Richardson 
when on board the ‘“ Wayfarer” elicited the strongest expression of 
admiration from the Admiralty and from the General Officer 
Commanding in Chief in Ireland. 

The G.O.C. wishes in the name of the 2nd Mounted Division to 
congratulate Lieut.-Col. Wight-Boycott on the conduct of his officers 
and men, and feels sure that the record they established on that 
occasion will cause all units to emulate their sense of discipline, their 
courage and their devotion to duty in the hour of danger, whenever 
and under whatever circumstances opportunity presents itself. 

This Order to be read on parade to all units of the 2nd Mounted 
Division. 

H. A. LAWRENCE, COLONEL, G.S. 
2nd Mounted Division. 


CHATBY CAMP, ALEXANDRIA, 
MAY—JULY, 1915. 


Over three months were spent at Chatby, the men being 
chiefly employed as guards and pickets to maintain order in 
the town at night, and for the first few weeks, on account of 
these duties und much sickness amongst the men, it was 
difficult to carry on a proper training, although good use was 
made of an excellent riding school provided by Col. Hopkinson 
the Commandant of the Kigyptian Police. 

In July the Regiment went into camp at Aboukir for a 
useful course of training, although the difficulty of obtaining 
a good water supply for the horses was considerable. 
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At the end of June Major Mills and Capt. R. Lakin went 
for change of air to Cyprus on account of ill-health, but 
returned with complete recovery in a few weeks, and on July 
21st Brev.-Colonel Richardson left for England invalided, and 
Major Mills was appointed second in command of the 
Regiment, Capt. Gillespie taking over “ D” Squadron. 


Karly in August rnamours were afloat that the Brigade was to 
be sent as infantry to Gallipoli, and orders to that effect were 
first received on the 8th, but cancelled a few hours later. 
However, the following week the order was confirmed and 
preparations were at once made for the new organisation of 
the Regiment. Within a few days squadrons and troops were 
transformed into infantry platoons and companys, and about 

300 officers and men ready for immediate departure. 


OFFICERS, N.C.O’s. AND MEN OF THE REGIMEN'L 
WHO LEFT FOR 
GALLIPOLI on AUGUST 14th, 1915. 


OFFICERS. 
Lieut.-Col. T.. A. Wight-Boycott, D.SO., in command. 
Capt. and Adjt. E. H. Stocker 
Reg. Sergt.-Major G. F. Bray 
Lieut. L. B. Joynson, (Brigade Signalling Officer) 
Lieut. E. G. Pemberton, (Machine Gun Officer) 
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Major B. Granvillle (2nd in com.) 


Major E. T. Chamberlayne 
Capt. R. Napier 

Capt. J. G. Gillespie 

Capt. H. D. Smith-Ryland 
Lieut. E. C. Shirley 


OTHER 


S.S.M. Tait, J. R. 
S.S.M. Davies, H. B. 
S.Q.M.S. Rouge, W. V. 
S.Q.M.S. Fincher, J. W. 


Sergt. Gilbert, H. L. 
» Gray 
»  lyrell 
»  otatham, F. 
» Nixon, W. 
»  Caldicott, C. A. 
» Treadwell, W. H. 
» Clift, A. 
» Parsons, J. H. 
» Hawkes, H. P. 
» Whitehouse, I. B. 
» Harris, F. 
»  Gowling, J. 
» Davey, A. 
» London, F. 
» Strutt, M. 
» stokes, M. 


Lieut. H. B. Tate 

Lieut. H. R. Yorke 

2nd.-Lieut. G. C. Jackson 
2nd.-Lieut. J. S. Stafford 
2nd.-Lieut. A. C. Alan- Williams 
2nd.-Lieut. H. O. Springfield 


RANKS. 

Lee.-Cpl. Coleman, R. E, 
af Vale 
“3 Alexander 
“3 Oldham, W. L. 
1. Wormall, R. 


a Johnson, T. 
= Price, B. W. 
a Everton 

- Fortnam, J. 


an Daulman, H. P. 
ag Carley 

ea Pugh 

y Cotterill, W. F. 
‘ Johnson, A. J. 
7 Barnard, C. W. 
x Hough, B. 

Pe Cooke, B.C. 

ee Davis 

‘ Clewes, H. 

= Mayell 

m Wilkes, J. H. 
‘5 Harrison, F. 
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Sergt. Heathcote, W. H. 


99 


39 


99 
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Peyton, R. V. 
Pearson, J. 
Wheildon, J. 


Lee.-Sgt. Plumb, F. 


Corpl. Mercer 


King 


Burgess, W. G. 


Vickers 
Page 


Whittall, W. J. 


Jordan, W. B. 
Haimes, W. T. 
Suckling, F. 


Stevens, T. M. 


Billings, J. R. 
Beaufoy, S. J. 
Currin, S. O. 
Pearson, V. 


Archer, F. 
Albright, A. 
Allen, J. 
Andrews, A. R. 
Bateman 
Brewster, F. W. 
Barker 
Barnard, E. 


Lee.-Cpl. 


S[s. Cpl. 


%9 


Pte. Fortuum, J. 


Frost, A. W. 
Gibney, P. A. 
Gilks 

Gould, P. H. 
Garrett, J. 
Gibbons, T. 
Greely, S. 


Adams, A. 
Russell, R. A. 
Lambert, L. 
Wilmer, A. 
Sanford, T. 
Kirk, J. H. 
Reid, J. 

Bragg, A. 
Mayhew, W. 
Clarke, V. 
Baker, A. L. 
Brooker, R. F. - 
Caldicott, J. W. 
Canning, G. W. 
Cousins, J. 
Hallam, H. 
Woodward, G. 


Toghill, W. (trumpeter) 


Hitechman 


Ward 


Pre. Morgan, W. H. 


» Morris, L. 
» Needle, F. 


» Neighbour, G. N. 


» Over, H. F. 
» Penn 

» Pearce, E. 
» Pearson, J. 


Pte. Beesley, H. C. 


Beasley, W. H. 
Bettridge 
Bowen, BK. B. 
Birchley, F.C. 
Bruce, A. W. 
Bruce, W. D. 
Butler 

Baker, W. 
Beech, G. 
Berwick, A. 
Bermego, I. 
Burden, W. B. 
Burroughs, R. 
Barton, KE. 
Beech, W. 
Baker, A. HL. 
Blyth, A. W. 
Bragg, A. 
Briseoe, G. H. 
Bullivant, A. V. 
Burt, R. W. 
Carpenter, I. F. 
Coe, B.C. 
Cole, A. 
Campion 
Chrystal 
Caldecott, W. 
Clapton, A. 
Colley, C. H. 
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Pte. Hall, A. 


99 


Hathaway, A. G. 
Hay wood, W. 
Headley 

Hill, V. 
Harding 
Hinton, G. 
Hodgkinson, G. 
Holder, J. 
Hopkins, J. 
Horwood, B. A. 
Hartley, W. 
Hassell, H. 
Hough, S. 
HWundy, B. 
Hughes, T. 
Horsley, (cook) 
Tuard, 'P. G. 
James, G. HH. 
Jefferson, G. Ix. 
Jeavons 
Jenson, C. J. 
Johnson, W. A. 
Johnson, R. 
Jones, B. 
Jones, C, 
Jones, F. 
Jones, L. 

King, A. 

Kirk, J. 


Pte. Perrett, A. H. 


99 


99 


Price, W. G. 
Peck, C. 
Powell, C. H. 
Powell, D. FE. 
Quickenden, C, 
Quarterley, H. 
Read 

Russell, G. H. 
Randall, R. 
Ryder, W. 
Richardson, R. 
Radbourne 
Roberts 
Sinythe 

swift, HE. W. 
Smith, Ro. 
Smith, T. 
Sheaf 
Shilleock, EB. 
Shilleock, H. 
Sheasby, H. F. 
Sheasby, F.C. 
Simms, i. 
Simmys, J. 
Simmonds, H, 
Slatter, C. 
Sleath, A. C. 
Skidmore, A. H. 
Steale, J. 


® 
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Pte. Clews, J. 


Cox, F. 

Cox, G. 
Cotterill, F. 
Cotterill, H. O. 


Canning, G. W. 


Chambers, E. 
Checkley, F. 
Cherry, H. 
Crabb, P. 


Canning, A. W. 


Castle, (cook) 
Darby, A. 
Dee, J. 
Dencer, E. 
Downes, A. 
Dewis 
Dowrick 
Deacon, J. C. 
Eaves 

Ellis 

Ewart 
Edwards, P. C. 
legleston, E. 
Fife 

Fletcher 
Fincher, A. 
Fitton, T. 
lox, H. 
Fisher, J. C. 


Pte. Knight, W. 


Kenway, A. 
Kenyon 
hyte, Hf. 

Lea 

Lugyar, P.G. 
Loudon 


Lucas 


Lurkinus, BE. H. 


Lyde, C. H. 
Lyde, W. 
Lunt, G. N. 
Lambert, L. 
Leek, B.N. 
Leary, P. 
Lidzy, R. 
Mealand 
McNight 
Marshall 
Moss 
Margetts, IR. 
Maryetts, 5S. 
Margrett, T. A. 
Middleton, A. 
Meakins 


Meredith, 'T. M. 


Magrath, G. 
McKay, J. 
Mellon, E. 
Mills, T. 


Pte. Stringer, F. 


9° 
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Spencer, J. H. 
Sutton, S, 


Taylor, H. 


Tylor, E. 
Turner, H. G. 
Thomas, C, 
Tibbetts, R. 
‘Titcombe, W. 
Trentield, J. 
Vale, F. 
Vine, BE. H. 
Wall 
Wallbank, C. 
Wallis 
Walters 
Walker, T. 
Warner 
Webb 
Weston, J. G. 
Washington, R. 
Wilkins, W. 'T. 
Wilmer, A. 
Wilkes, D. J. 
Winnett, C. 


Wilkinson, W. H. 


Whyatt 
Wooley, J. 
Wynne 


Wainwright, R. H. 
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The Regiment paraded without horses at Chatby, at 7.30 
a.m., and marched to the docks where they embarked on 
board H.M.T. ‘“Ascania’”’ and sailed the same day— 
Saturday, August 14th, 1915 for Mudros en route for the 
Dardanelles. 


Capt Valintine with the transport was sent back from 
Mudros to Alexandria without landing. 


‘The landing at Suvla Bay and operations in Gallipoli form 
the subject of another chapter, comprising the four months 
spent in that area until the return of the expedition at the 
end of November. 


Meanwhile the departure for Gallipoli left at Chatby Camp 
about one third of each Regiment of the Brigade to look after 
the horses, under the officers second in command, and junior 
captains, with other surplus and sick officers. In the 
Warwicks these included Major Mills, second in command, 
Capt. RK. Lakin, and Lieuts. A. K. Motion, R. F. K. Gooch, 
and L. Thwaites, and Surg. Lieut.-Col. R. Bullock. Lieut. 
C. J. H. Wheatley was in Alexandria employed as Embarka- 
tion Staff Officer. 


A composite mess was formed with the Worcesters and 
Gloucesters ; the former under Maj. Hon. C. Coventry, and 
the latter under Maj. H. F. Clifford. Major Coventry was in 


28 THE WARWICKSHIRE YEOMANRY IN THE GREAT WAR. 


command of the whole of the ‘ Brigade Details,” with Lieut. 
Gooch as Adjutant, and §.S.M. Ii. James, as Sergt.-Major. 


Major Coventry, shortly after, went to Gallipoli to 
command the Worcesters, when Major Mills took over 
the Brigade Details, with Capt. Lakin in command of the 
Warwicks. 


On September lsth Major Mills was summoned by cable to 
Gallipoli to take command of the Regiment in the place of 
Col. Wight-Boycott, who on Gen. Wiggin being wounded had 
been placed in command of the Brigade; and on the same 
day Capt. Lakin was invalided home, and Major Clifford of 
the Gloucesters was -left in charge of Brigade Details, Major 
R. Mmmet who had brought out a draft of one officer, Lieut. 
B. C. Johnston, and 120 O.Rs. from the 2nd line Regiment the 
previous week being in command of the Warwick Yeomanry 
details. 
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Cuaprer II. 
AUGUST—DECEMBER, 1915. 
GALLIPOLI. 


EXPEDITION TO SUVLA_ BAY. 


HE destination of the Brigade was Suvla Bay, where 


operations had commenced at the beginning of the 
month. 


On August 6th, a new Army, composed of the 9th Army 
Corps under the command of General Stopford, had landed 
in the Bay, a few miles north of the Australian and New 
Zealand Troops who were at Anzac, for an attempt to capture 
the Sari-Bair and Chunuk-Bair Ridges in a simultaneous 
attack by both forces. 


The Anzac Army succeeded in reaching their objectives, 
but unfortunately the attack from Suvla did not make the 
progress that was expected, and was brought to a standstill 
after an advance of about two miles. 
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The failure of the scheme led to General De Lisle being 
given temporary command on the 15th of August, and by that 
time the operations had lapsed into trench warfare. 


On the 21st one more great, though disastrous, attempt 
was made to take Ismail Oglu ‘Tepe and the adjacent positions, 
and it was in this action that the Yeomanry first took part, and 
suffered severe losses.. 


Reinforcements had been continually arriving at Suvla Bay 
since August 10th, in preparation for the renewal of the 
offensive, timed for the 21st, and amongst them the famous 
29th Division was brought from Cape Helles. ‘lo these were 
added the 2nd Mounted Division of Yeomanry numbering 
5,000 men (dismounted) from Egypt under the command of 
Maj.-General Peyton, who on landing were held in reserve 


behind Lala Baba. 


The Brigade, having left Alexandria on the 14th, arrived 
off the coast on the 18th, and after being transhipped from the 
‘“‘Ascania”’ to H.M.S. “ Doris,” disembarked in lighters under 
enemy fire. 


On the 20th, they were ordered to move to Lala Baba, and 
proceeded by night without packs, cloaks, or blankets to their 
destination, carrying 200 rounds of ammunition and two days 
rations. 
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Here they bivouacked with the rest of the Yeomanry 
Division for the night, waiting for orders to move. 


The main object of the attack was the seizure of the Ana- 
farta Heights, and the operations commenced in the afternoon 
of the 21st at 2.30 with a heavy bombardment of the enemy’s 


position by ships in the harbour, and guns on Chocolate Hill 
and Green Hill. 


At 3 p.m. a general advance of the Infantry began, but 
after fierce fighting, two Infantry Brigades were in difficulties 
from mistaken direction and forced back. ‘Their failure 
involved other Brigades, and, although the 29th Division, 
coming up in support, did their utmost to retrieve the fortunes 
of the day, advancing to the attack again and again, they too 
were beaten back, and a general retirement was inevitable. 


At this juncture the Yeomanry Division waiting in reserve 
behind Lala Baba, close to the beach, were ordered to advance 
to a fresh position, behind Chocolate Hill in rear of the 88th 
Brigade, to reach which they had to cross the dry bed of the 
Salt Lake, and they at once came under heavy shrapnel fire. 


Referring to this movement, Sir Ian Hamilton said : — 


“The advance of these English Yeomen was a sight calculated to 
send a thrill of pride through anyone with a drop of English blood 
running in their veins. 
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‘*Such superb martial spectacles are rare in modern war. 


“ Ordinarily it should always be possible to bring up reserves under 
some sort of cover from shrapnel fire. Here, for a mile-and-a-half, 
there was nothing to conceal a mouse, much less some of the most 
stalwart soldiers England has ever sent from her shores. 


“Despite the critical events in other parts of the field. I could 
hardly take my glasses from the Yeomen; they moved like men 
marching on parade. Hereand there ashell would take toll of a cluster ; 
there they lay; there was no straggling; the others moved steadily on; 
not aman was there who hung back or hurried.” 


By the time they reached their new position behind 
Chocolate Hill it was six o'clock, and the Yeomanry Division 
at once moved into action, the 2nd Mounted Brigade leading 
with the Ist Mounted Brigade (including the Warwicks) in 
reserve. 


The Brigades advanced in line of ‘Troop columns over about 
23 miles of flat country, interspersed with patches of gorze 
and scrub, and, when half-way across, came under heavy 
shrapnel fire. ‘The enemy had got the range to a nicety, and 
shells continued to burst about 30-ft. overhead with deadly 
effect. ‘The Warwicks occupied the centre and suffered more 
severely than some of the other regiments engaged. One troop 
in B” Squadron was soon reduced to half its strength, and 
its leader Sergt. Peyton fell wounded, hit in the head. Major 
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Granville, in command of the Squadron, was struck and lay 
with a broken thigh amongst the burning scrub, from which 
he was with difficulty extricated by two of his men, His rescue 
by the gallant conduct of Lcee.-Corporal C. W. Barnard and 
Pte. G. Hinton deserves special mention. These two men, 
although severely wounded themselves, succeeded in carrying 
their leader out of the thick bush into an open space; and 
Corp. Barnard, under heavy fire, managed to obtain assistance 
from the collecting station about 200 yards in rear to which 
Major Granville was conveyed in safety. 


Desperate fighting continued, and at first, according to the 
official uccount, ‘‘the advance had in places to be almost by 
inches’’; but in about #-hour Hill 70 was gained. 


After a brief rest of half-an-hour, the advance was resumed, 
and the enemy’s trenches were taken, but darkness had by 
this time set in, and, as 1t was considered impossible to hold 
the hill in daylight, the forces were ordered to withdraw, and 
the Brigade retired to Lala Baba. 


As was to be expected, from the nature of the fighting and 
the open ground over which the attack was made, the losses 
in the Regiment were heavy. Lieut. Yorke was wounded in 
the thigh by a sniper late in the evening, and at the close of 
the day the total casualties amounted to 73. Of these, two 
Officers and 65 O.R’s, were wounded, and six of the rank and 
B 
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file killed, viz,: Ptes. Burton, Coe, Hartley, Lidzy, Lugger 
and Swift. 


Major Granville and I.ieut. Yorke were conveyed to a 
Hospital Ship in the Bay, and subsequently sent home to 
England to complete recovery. None of the other Officers in 
the Regiment were hit except Major Chamberlayne who had a 
narrow escape, a piece of shrapnel hitting his water bottle 
without inflicting a wound. 


Although, in the failing light and confusion of battle, an 
accurate account of all that occurred was difficult to obtain. 
Sir Jan Hamilton gave it as his opinion that the 2nd South 
Midland Brigade reached the foremost line of the 29th Division, 
and on the right also they got as far as the leading battalions. 


In his Report he said :— 


“As soon as it was dark, one Regiment pushed up the valley between 
Scimitar Hill and Ismail Oglu Tepe, and carried trenches on a small 
knoll near the centre of the horseshoe. 


“The Regiment imagined it had captured Ismail Oglu Tepe, which 
would have been a very notable success, enabling as it would the 
whole of our line to hang on and dig in. 


“ But when the report came in some doubt wag felt as to its accuracy, 
and a reconnaisance showed that the knoll was a good way from Ismail 
Oglu Tepe, and that a strongly-held semi-circle of Turkish trenches 
still] denied us access to the top of the hill. 
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‘* As the men were too done, and had lost too heavily to admit of a 
second immediate assault, and as the knoll actually held would have 
been swept by fire at daybreak, there was nothing for it but to fall 
back under cover of darkness to our original line.” 


Which of the Yeomanry Regiments actually took the 
Knoll seems to have been uncertainly reported, but the whole 
Division was actively engaged throughout the fight and suffered 
severely, one Regiment especially (the Bucks,) losing many 
Officers, and amongst them Lord Longford who commanded 
their Brigade. 


In BRIGADE ORDERS by Brig.-Gen. 1h. A. Wiggin, dated 
CHOCOLATE HILL, 28.8.15. 
The following letter from General Peyton was published :— 


‘“‘ Major-General Peyton wishes it to be conveyed to all ranks of the 
2nd Mounted Division his high appreciation of their bearing on the 
first occasion they took part in their first general engagement. 


‘“He watched with pride the steadiness of the movement from Lala 
Baba to Chocolate Hill under heavy shrapnel fire, and later the 
gallantry and determination they displayed in the attack. 


‘“* He deplores the loss of our gallant comrades who fell, and knows 
their memory will stimulate to maintain in the future the high repu- 
tation the Division has already earned for itself. 


“ Brig.-General Kenna, V.C., who commanded the Division, has 
ilready conveyed to me the conduct of all ranks throughout the day, 
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especially the 2nd Mounted Brigade in reaching Hill 70, in spite of 
heavy casualties, and the loss of their gallant Commander Lord 
Longford.” 


Signed W. EK. PEYTON, 
Major-General. 


Mr. Ashmead Bartlett (War Correspondent) in his graphic 
description of the action, bears testimony to the gallantry of 
the Yeomanry :— 


After describing the difficult nature of the ground over 
which the attack was to be made, he proceeds :-— 


“The first attempt to seize the hills round Anafarta having definitely 
broken down on August 1Oth, it was not until the 21st that the Army 
was in a position to make a frontal attack on the Turks in this quarter. 
The prizes which would reward success fully justified a supreme effort. 
All hope of effecting a surprise had now vanished, and it was obvious 
that the position comprised within the sector stretching from Hills 70 
to 112, the line chosen for the assault, could only be taken by a frontal 
attack and sheer hard fighting. 


“ Meanwhile the Turks had lost no time, and were securely en- 
trenched with several fresh batteries brought to this front to add to the 
strength of their position. 


‘Our immediate objective on the left was the capture of Hill 70 or 
‘Burnt Hill,’ which lies in front of the main position, and had caused 
so much trouble since the landing. The centre and right were to 
advance from the ridges in front of Chocolate Hill, and afterwards 
converge and assault the main objective Hill 112. 
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‘The troops were massed along the line from Hill 70 to Hill 112, 
and the Yeomanry were held in reserve behind Lala Baba. 


“The attack was preceded by a bombardment fiom battleships and 
cruisers supported by field guns; and severe fighting ensued until 3.50 
p.m, when a final rush was made with desperate hand-to-hand fighting. 
For a short time it looked as if the Hill was won but eventually the 
attack failed and a retirement followed. Hill 70 was still in the hands 
of the Turks. | 


“ Meanwhile the fighting had been just as severe on the right in an 
advance over ground without a particle of cover, and the struggle was 
intense throughout the afternoon. 


“Orders were then issued for another attack on Hill 70 by a Battalion, 
hitherto held in reserve, with the Yeomanry behind Lala Baba. The 
enemy concentrated a heavy fire from shrapnel on the advar.cing lines, 
fully exposed as they were in the open. Butthe men, moving as if on 
parade, pressed steadily on, losing many but never wavering, and 
formed up behind the Infantry Brigade in front of Hill 70. 


“About 6 o’clock under cover of a furious bombardment, a battalion 
of Infantry went forward and seized the southern slopes, digging 
themselves in in preparation for a further advance against the top. 


“For about an hour there was no change in the situation, and then 
the Yeomanry again moved forward in a solid mass, forming up under 
the lower western and northern slopes. It was now almost dark, and 
the attack seemed to hang fire, when suddenly the Yeomanry lept to 
their feet, and, as a single man, charged right up the hill. They were 
met by a withering fire increasing as they neared the top, but nothing 
could stop them. ‘They charged at amazing speed, without a single 
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halt from the bottom to the top, losing many men and many of their 
chosen leaders. 


“It was a stirring sight watched by thousands in the ever-gathering 
gloom. One moment they were below the crest the next on the top. 
A moment after, many had disappeared inside the Turkish trenches, 
bayoneting all the defenders who had not fled in time; while others 
never stopped at the trench line but dashed in pursuit down the 
reverse slopes. 


‘*The battle raged incessantly all night, and when morning broke 
Hill 70 was no longer in our possession. 


“The Turks had held on to a knoll on the northern crest from which 
they were able to enfilade us with machine guns and artillery fire, 
while those of the Yeomanry who had dashed down the reverse slopes 
in pursuit, were counter attacked, and lost heavily, and had been 
obliged to retire. 


* Ag it was impossible to hold the hill in daylight, the order was 
given for the troops to withdraw to their original positions.” 


Referring to the conspicuous gallantry of the Yeomanry 
Mr. Ashmead Barflett adds :— 


‘ Nothing will lessen the glory of that final charge of England's 
Yeomen. 


“Thus ended this great fight. 


“The troops at Anzac had achieved some successes, the Australian 
Infantry finally driving the enemy from Hill 60, while our whole line 
was linked up with a trench line instead of isolated posts.” 
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In a private letter dated from ‘“‘ Chocolate Hill” a few days 
after the action, Colonel Wight-Boycott wrote :— 


‘“‘] think we were lucky not to lose more, though, goodness knows, 
we lost enough. Iam only thankful we had so few officers, as I feel 
sure our losses would have been heavier in them had we had them. 
The men, indeed all ranks, behaved magnificently, and the way they 
came across the open under fire steady as on parade, did one’s heart 
good to see. 


‘We landed here 308, excluding M.G. Section, and the men with 
Valintine who went back. Our effective strength now is 203.” 


On the night of the 22nd, the Brigade returned to Chocolate 
Hill and dug in on the side of Hill 70, and in the same letter, 
the Colonel wrote :— 


“We are at present sitting here in Divisional Reserve, finding 
fatigues for trench digging, latrines, &c., and being jolly well shelled 
at intervals. 


“Since the fight all regiments have been reorganized as regards 
officers, and I have now got besides myself, Chamberlayne, (temporary 
2nd in command) Stocker, Napier, Gillespie, Smith-Ryland, Jackson, 
Alan-Williams and Springfield. Shirley, Stafford and Tate are resting 
behind Lala Baba. 


‘We know notbing of the future, but are hoping against hope that 
we may get back to our horses before another five weeks or so. I think 
it is awful waste of fine material, using us like this, for we are 
untrained and unfitted for it, besides which these trained cavalry men 
are almost impossible to replace.” 
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The Regiment remained for a time in the reserve line on 
the side of Chocolate Hill, honeycombed with dug-outs, and 
occupied a position somewhat exposed to enfilade fire, suffering 


also from the near proximity of a battery of their own artillery 
which drew the enemy’s fire. 


On the 26th several casualties occurred in the Division, the 
Turks having got a gun into position on the left flank, from 
which they were able to enfilade the whole of the dug-outs. 
apt. Teichman (Worcester Yeo.) who was acting as Brigade 
Doctor was wounded, and Capt. ‘Torrance was appointed in his 
place. On the following day Pte. Albright, who was Capt. 
Napier’s servant, was hit in the head while in his dug-out, and 
died a few hours after. Pte Greely, “B’’ Squadron, was 
badly wounded on September 3rd. 


The Brigade remained in the same position until September 
4th with little to relieve the monotony of life in the dug-outs, 
suffering from snipers, and stray shells which were continually 
adding to the casualty list; while wastage from sickness soon 
began to be serious. On the 4th September, however, the 
whole Division were moved up into the firing line to occupy 
the trenches vacated by the Munster Fusiliers. 


The Turkish trenches were only 400 yards in front, and 
sniping was incessant, especially at night, when the Turks 
frequently came up to within 200 yards. For the next three 
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weeks nothing of importance took place, and the daily routine 
continued, the men being employed chiefly in digging and 
improving trenches by day, with the usual guard duties at 
night; but no general attack was made on either side. 


On the 12th, Pte. Cotterill of ““C’’ Squadron, while on a 
listening patrol was hit in the thigh and died shortly after, and 
on the 17th, Pte. Wainwright of the Machine Gun Section 
died from a wound in the head from a chance shot when off 
duty. 


Major E. T. Chamberlayne had temporarily left the 
Regiment at the end of August, and was appointed M.L.O. on 
the Beach at Anzac, a very unhealthy spot, where he was 
occupied in strenuous duties until the final evacuation, and 
received the D.S.O. for his services. He rejoined at Mena at 
the close of the year on the return to Egypt. 


Brig.-Gen. Wiggin was wounded on September 18th, and 
on the 24th Col. Wight-Boycott was appointed Brigadier, Capt. 
Stocker was in temporary command of the Regiment. The 
following day a casualty occurred, Corp. Clark being killed 
while walking behind the trenches. On the 29th, R.S.M. Bray 
was admitted to hospital. 


News had arrived that Bulgaria had joined the enemy, and 
fears were entertained that the Turks might be reinforced, and 
seriously endanger the weakening British Force in this area. 
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There was an ever increasing amount of sickness amongst the 
men at this time, and the strength was considerably reduced 
by the large proportion in hospital. Only 41 fit men remained 
in the Regiment of the original total of 8308 which landed in 
August, and in one of the ‘Troops of “B’’ Squadron out of 40 
only nine were left on the active list. 


On September 26th the Brigade were moved back into the 
reserve trenches vacated by the London Yeomanry, situated 
about 1,200 yards from the Turks front line, on the edge of 
Salt Lake. ‘The trenches occupied were just north of the main 
track from Lala Baba to the front line, and in full view of the 
enemy’s observation posts on the heights, which dominated all 
the Suvla plain. Luckily the Turk was short of ammunition, 
or casualties would have been heavy. 


At this point Major J. D. Mills arrived from Alexandria, 
(September 26th) and took over the Regiment from Capt. 
Stocker. The total strength in two Squadrons was then about 
140 officers and men. The Squadron Leaders were: ‘B”’ 
Capt. Napier, with Lieut. Smith-Ryland and 2nd-Lieut. Alan- 
Wilhams; ‘“C”’ Capt. Gillespie, with Lieut. Shirley, and 
2nd-Lieuts. Jackson and Springfield. The M.G. Section under 
2nd-Lieut. Tate was brigaded with the Worcesters and 
Gloucesters. Capt. Stocker was appointed Brigade Major to 
the 2nd Brigade. 
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The weather at this time was good, and from the position 
occupied it was possible to make bathing excursions to the 
beach in the Gulf of Saros, although not withont risk from 
shell fire, and on one occasion an officer of the R.N.A.S. was 
blown to pieces while drying himself in his tent. 


On the night of the 10th October, the Brigade went up 
again into the front line, relieving the 3rd (London) Brigade 
of Yeomanry in trenches running south from Green Hill which 
is about half-a-mile east of the famous Chocolate Hill. 
‘‘Munster Sap” and ‘ Dorset Alley ’’ Section fell to the War- 
wick Yeomanry, and they were supposed to hold it in depth 
by occupying a support trench, as well as the front line. The 
Turks immediately opposite were about 750 yards off but in 
the next sector were within about 175 yards. 


The move was made on a dark night in torrents of rain, 
and on arrival the trenches were found to be ina terrible state 
of mud and filth. The ground in front was strewn with dead 
bodies of those who had fallen in the fighting in August, and 
the men had to be employed in burying parties, added to which 
the Regiment was now so low in strength that after manning 
the front line, the only men left for support were seven O.R’s, 
under L/Corp. J. Wilkes, who were sick and unfit for real 
sentry duty. 


Even under these trying circumstances the men carried on 
with praiseworthy endurance and cheerfulness, and the only 
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thing that disturbed them was a big trench mortar the Turks 
had rigged up about 300 yards away, which boomed off at 
intervals every night. Luckily the Regiment escaped any 
casualties, but the Gloucesters, on the right, were not so 
fortunate, four of their men sleeping together being killed 
outright. 


Otherwise the Turks showed little activity at this time, 
which might partly be accounted for from the information 
gathered from prisoners that their trenches were manned by 
old and practically untrained men. 


General Sir Ian Hamilton bade farewell to the troops on 
October 17th, and was succeeded by Gen. Sir Charles Monro, 
who, on realising the extreme weakness of the line he held, 
began at once to prepare for retirement, in view of the final 
evacuation which was in prospect. 


The Herts. Yeomany (about 18 strong, all told) were moved 
up into line to reinforce the Brigade, which was now so reduced 
in strength as to be quite unable to hold the position, and on 
October 20th they once more returned to the reserve trenches 
about half-a-mile from the slopes of Lala Baba. 


On October 22nd orders were received that the Brigade 
would embark for Mudros as soon as ships could be provided. 
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At this time a number of Officers and N.C.O’s from the 
Brigade, under Major R. Yorke (Gloucester Yeo.), including 
Major Gillespie, Sergt. J. H. Parsons and Pte. F. Needle 
(Warwick Yeo.), left for Salonica to reinforce another Yeomanry 
Brigade operating in that area mounted. Surg.-Capt. A. 
Bullock took over the duties of Brigade M.O. from Capt. 
Torrance who had acted temporarily since Capt. ‘l'eichman was 
wounded in August. 


The active operations of the Brigade had now practically 
ceased, and the following members of the Regiment were 
amongst those mentioned in Gen. Monro’s despatch (published 
on April 10th, 1916) for ‘ distinguished and gallant services ” 
in Gallipoli :— 

Lieut.-Col. T. A. Wight-Boycott, D.S.O. 
Major J. D. Mills. 

Major ff. 'T. Chamberlayne, D.8.O. 

Capt. 11. H. Stocker, (13th Hrs.) Adjutant. 
Reg.-Sergt.-Maj. G. I. Bray. 

Corp. J. Mackay. 

L/Corp. P. A. Gibney. 

On the night of October 31st, 1915, the Brigade left the 
Peninsula, and, after a tedious and protracted crossing of 48 
miles, in 14 hours, landed at Mudros and marched four miles 
to the 9th Corps Rest Camp, which was reached in total 
darkness. 
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A party of Officers of the 2nd Line were already in a neigh- 
bouring camp, including Lieuts. B. C. Johnson, H.C. Coulston, 
C. Joynson, KE. Philippi, Lord Glentworth, A. Hordern, F. 
Drummond and J. Iucas, all lately arrived from England. 
Lieut. Pemberton was on the island with 1380 men from [Egypt 
and elsewhere, including 114 2nd line draft. ‘here had also 
arrived 100 of the 3rd line with two of their Officers :—Tieut. 
Higson and 2nd-Lieut. Prankerd. 


On November 5th Capt. Napier and Lieut. Jackson left for 
Alexandria on leave. 


The 2nd line draft had left Devonport on board the 
‘¢ Scotian ’’’ on October 138th and reached Mudros on the 24th. 


With the small remnant of the 1st Regiment from Suvla 
Bay (numbering only 81 officers and men) which arrived on 
November Ist, and the addition of the 3rd line contingent, the 
total strength of the Regiment was now Just over 300. Major 
Mills was sent to Hospital on November 4th and Capt. Stocker 
assumed command. 


After spending three weeks of discomfort in tents, suffering 
considerably from cold weather and short rations, the Regiment 
left on November 24th on board H.M.T. ‘ Themistocles ’’ for 
Alexandria arriving safely on the 28th. 


' Next day they proceeded to the Camp at Mena, nine miles 
from Cairo. 


RETURN TO EGYPT. . 4f 


The Warwick Contingent of the Composite Regiment which 
had been formed for service against the Sennussi Arabs from 
details of the three Regiments of the Brigade left at Alexandria 
were still away on service, but returned to join their comrades 
at Mena on December 16th. 


‘The operations against the Arabs on the Western Frontier 
were not finally completed until March, but the following 
extracts from the Diary of one of the Officers engaged cover 
the period during which Members of the Regiment took part 
in that Campaign :— 


THe SENNUSSI AND WESTERN [XGypT. 


For some months prior to 16th August, 1915, trouble had 
been threatening in the Western Desert, organised by Gaafer 
Pasha, a Germanized Turk. Until then the Sennussi had 
maintained a friendly attitude towards Egypt, but on that date 
two British submarines were fired on by Arabs under the 
leadership of a white Officer. An apology followed, the 
Sennussi asserting their ignorance that the submarines were 
British. 


Nothing further of importance occurred until November, 
but in that month several attacks were made on British forces, 
on the Coast-guard station at Sollum, and on Barram (50 
miles within the Egyptian boundary) and a state of war 
ensued. 
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Orders were issued for the formation of a Western Frontier 
Force: and on November 20th the following troops were 
assembled at Alexandria, under the command of Maj.-Gen. 
A. Wallace, C.B. :— 


(1) <A Composite Mounted Brigade under Brig.-Gen. J. D. 
Tyndale Briscoe, made up of three Composite Regiments 
of Yeomanry from details of the 2nd Mounted Division ; 
and one Composite Regiment of Australian Light 
Horse; the Notts. R.H.A. (1 Battery); and an Ammu- 
nition Column, with Auxiliary services. 


(2) A Composite Infantry Brigade under Brig.-Gen. Ear] of 
Lucan ; consisting of Royal Scots, and Middlesex 
'Territorials, and 15th Sikhs. 


The entire force was hastily collected from details at Cairo, 
Mena, Alexandria and other parts of Egypt, as the main 
lixpeditionary Force had not yet left Gallipoli. 


The Yeomanry Brigade contained men from 20 or more 
different Regiments, and members of the Warwick Yeomanry 
being split up amongst the three Regiments of the Brigade, 
consequently did not operate as a separate Unit. ‘Those only 
who were attached to the 2nd Composite Yeomanry Regiment 
(under Major J. 'l. Wigan) saw active service on this front, 
the remainder being retained at Mex. 
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The Force left Alexandria on November 26th, 1915, and 
arrived at Dabaa (the Railhead) next day ; proceeding thence — 
by the coast route to Matruh (85 miles) which they reached on 
December 8th. Great difficulties were experienced with the 
water supply as the wells were very low at the end of the dry 
season. | 

On December 11th, orders were given to disperse a hostile 
gathering at Um Rakhum about seven miles west of Matruh, 
but owing to the bad going the Infantry were unable to 
co-operate. The Mounted Troops pushed forward and came 
on the enemy about 600 strong at the Wadi Senaab, charged 
them and drove them into the Wadi, but lost 16 killed, and 
eight wounded, including Sergt. Ravenhall, Pte. Doughty and 
Pte. Marsden of the Warwick Yeomanry. 


In the action the armoured cars of the Royal Navy gave 
valuable assistance. Firing continued till dusk when the 
column concentrated at Um Rakhum and spent the night in 
bivouack. 


The enemy’s losses were estimated at 100 killed and 
wounded, while Bristish casualties amounted to 1 Officer and 
13 O.R’s. killed and two Officers and 16 O.R’s. wounded. 


The following day was spent in clearing the Wadi, 
capturing 25 prisoners and a number of camels and cattle 
abandoned by the enemy in their retreat, but the horses were 
too fatigued for further operations. 
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On December 13th, the enemy estimated at 1,200 with two 
guns and machine guns were located about 13 miles west of 
Um Rakhum, and made a vigorous attack on the column at 
the Wadi Shaifa, where a sharp and critical engagement 
developed; but the arrival of the Notts. R.H.A. with two 
Squadrons of the Australian Light Horse from Marruh turned 
the scale. ‘The enemy were driven back with heavy loss, 
although darkness prevented the pursuit, and the column 
retired to Um Rakhum, and next day to Matruh. 


The casualties in this action were 9 men killed, and 6 
Officers and 50 O.R’s. wounded, while the enemy’s losses were 
estimated at 250 including 180 killed. 


On December 16th, 1915, orders were received for the 
Yeomanry to rejoin the 2nd Mounted Division at Mena, and 
details of the Warwick Yeomanry left by trawlers for Alexandria. 


The Officers of the Regiment who took part in the 
operations on the Western Front were :— 


Major H. A. Gray-Cheape (Worcester Yeo.) afterwards O.C. 
Warwicks. 

Lieut. Motion. 

Lieut. Wheatley (R.T.O. at Dabaa). 

Surg.-Lieut.-Col. R. Bullock (M.O. 2nd Comp. Yeo. Regt.) 
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Rev. L. Goodenough who joined as Brigade Chaplain at 
Matruh on December 22nd, and after the Warwick 
details had left, was in the successful actions on 
Christmas Day and January 13th, 1916, remaining 
with the Force till March 16th. 


Surg.-Lieut.-Col. R. Bullock was mentioned in Gen. 
Maxwell’s despatches of March 16th, 1916. 


o2 


CASUALTIES, APRIL—DECEMBER, 


Rank and Name. 


Major B. Granville 
Lieut. H. R. Yorke 
Pte. Burton, E. 

(Snitterfield) 
,» Coe, B. C. K. o 
(Shipston) 
» Hartley, W. 
(Blackpool) 
» Lidzy, R. (Stratford) s 
,, Lugger, P. G. Me 
(Leamington) 
» swift, BE. W. (Coventry) 
. Powell, D.E.(Banbury) Died of ‘wounds 


Killed in action 


a Turner, H. G. és 
(Edgbaston) 

». Beech, W. (Warwick) Killed in action 

» Cotterill, H.O.(B’ham) es 

» Wainwright, R. H. , 
(Wolverton) 

» Albright, A. . 
OF namaioagy 


L/Corp. Clarke, V. (B’ham) 

Sergt. Cox. E. J. (Knowle) Died of disease 

Corp. Hurrell, N. M. Died of wounds 
(B’ ham) 

Whittall, W. J. 

(Erdington) 

Sergt. Caldicott, C. A. 
(Ch. Camden) 

»  Gowling, J. 5 

(Leamington) 

Pte. Copping, R. C. (Eye) - 


Died of disease 


Wounded in action Gallipoli 


Mex aiduia 
H.S. Nevassa 


H.S. Alaunia 
Alexandria 
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1915. 


Date and Nature of Casualty. 


21.8.15 


19.8.15 
30.8.15 


31.8.15 
10.9.15 
17.9.15 
28.8.15 
23.9.15 
10.8.15 
23.8.15 
28.8.15 


19.9.15 


30.11.15 
28.10.15 


Rank and Name. 


LIST OF CASUALTIES. 


Date and Nature of Casualty. 


L/Corp. Ravenhall, J. 
(Warwick) 

Pte. Doughty, A. 
(Leamington) 


Killed in action 


» Marsden, F. (B’ham) 
,» Aston, R.G.(Evesham) Died at Sea 


ce Kirby, P. C. 


(Towcester) 
,, Lawton, W. H. 
(Polesworth) 
Corp. Powell, E. R. T. 
(Rugby) 


Pte. Baker, A. H. 
L/Corp. Baker, A. L. 


af Barnard, C. W. 


Corp. Beaufoy, 8. J. 
Pte. Beasley, W. A. 

» Birchley, F. C. 

» Blyth, A. W. 

» Bragg, A. 

» Brewster, F. W. 

» Briscoe, G. H. 
L/Corp. Brooker, R. F. 
Pte. Bullivant, A. V. 
Corp. Burgess, W. G. 
Pte. Burt, R. W. 

», Allen, J. 

,» Andrews, A. R. 


L/Corp. Caldicott, J. W. 
“ Canning, G. W. 


Pte. Canning, W. 
» Carpenter, E. F. 
,» Clapton, A. 
», Coleman, R. E. 
» Cotterill, F. 
L/Corp. Cousins, J. 


99 
99 


“9 


Wounded 
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Western 11.12.15 
Front 
99 99 
“Wayfarer” 114.15 
Gallipoli 27.9.15 
‘ 21.8.15 
: 31'8.15 
7 938.15 
. 3.9.15 
” 91.8.15 
. 149.15 
é 21.815 
: 24'9.15 
, 248.15 
. 91.8.15 
7 93'8.15 
. 21.8.15 


of 


Rank and Name. 


Corp. Currin, S. O. 

»  Daulman, H. P. 
Sergt. Davy, A. 

Pte. Deacon, J. C. 

» Eggleston, E. 

,» Fisher, J. C. 

» Fortnum, J. 

» Frost, A. W. 
S.Q.8.M. Gilbert. H. L. 
Pte. Gould, F. H. 

» Greeley, S. 

Corp. Haimes, W. T. 

Pte. Hall, A. 

L/Corp. Hallam, H. 

Pte. Hathaway, A. G. 
» Haywood, W. 


Sergt. Heathcote, W. H. 


Pte. Hill, V, 
» Hinton, G. C. 
» Hodgkinson, G. 
», Hopkins, J. 
» Horwood, B. 
» James, G. H. 
. Jefferson, G. K. 
». Jenson, C. J. 
L/Corp. Johnson, A, J. 
' Pte. Johnson, W. A. 
» King, A. 
» Kirk, J. 
» Lambert, L. 
,» Leek, B. N. 
» Leary, P. 
,» Lurkings, EB. H. 
» Lyde, C. H. 
» Margrett, T. A. 
» Morgan, W. H. 


Date and Nature of Casualty. 


Wounded 


’ Gallipoli 
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21.8.15 


99 


97.8.15 
19.8.15 
21.8.15 


21.8.15 
1.11.15 
21.8.15 

3.9.15 
19.8.15 
27.8.15 
21.8.15 
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Rank and Name. Date and Nature of Casualty. 
S.S.M. Nixon, W. Wounded Gallipoli 21.8.15 
L/Corp. Oldham, W. L. a - ‘9 
Sergt. Payton, R. V. ‘“ . " 

»» Pearson, J. “ o ‘a 
Corp. Pearson, V. ‘i 7 ” 
Sergt. Plumb, F. ie a ae 
L/Corp. Price, B. W. “ 29.8.15 
Pte. Quickenden, C. ‘3 ag 21.8.1) 

» Richardson. R. 5 “ 3 
S.Q.M.S. Rouse, W. V. rf ss 3 
Pte. Russell, G. H. i ‘3 9: 

» Sheasby, F. C. . ‘3 

48 Shillcock, H. a) as 9 

» Shillcock, E. a ss 22.9.15 

» Sims, E. . ee 5.10.15 

» Simms, J. <s Se 21.8.15 

Smith, T. a “3 
Sergt. Statham, F. “3 = 9 
Corp. Suckling, F. é " ” 
Pte. Sutton, S. A - 5.10.15 

» Tibbetts, R. = ie _ 21.8.1 

» Vale, F. ‘ ‘. s 

» Vine, E. H. a 43 99 

» Walker, T. om % = 

» Washington, R. si * . 

Weston. J. E. G. ui s “4 
Sergt. Wheildon, J. 3 - ” 
Pte. Wilkins, W. T. Ss _ - 

, Wilkinson, W. H. “ és 3.9.19 

». Wilmer, A. m - 21.8.15 
L/Corp. Woodward, G. : 


99 Wormall, R. 9 99 99 


CuapTer III. 
1916—1917. 
THE CAMPAIGN IN SINAI AND PALESTINE. 


GENERAL REVIEW OF OPERATIONS. 


T was not until October 31st, 1914, that the Turks made 

their fatal decision to enter the War, but, from the 

first, the Ottoman Government had threatened to invade and 

reconquer Egypt, and the British Government determined at 

the outset to abandon the Egyptian—Syrian frontier, and fall 

back on the Suez Canal, where strong entrenchments were 
prepared. 


At this time the defending Army was made up of a mixed 
contingent of British, Australian, Indian, and Egyptian troops, 


The first Turkish attack on the Canal developed on February 
2nd and 3rd, 1915, when a Column marching from Beersheba 
delivered an assault near Tussum and Ismailia, but they were 
driven back under the fire of British and French Warships in 
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the Canal, aided by Field Artillery. The Turks retreated, 
losing about 500 dead, and over 600 prisoners. 


During the winter of 1915-16 occurred the Sennussi 
Campaign, in which (as already described) ‘‘ Details”’ of the 
Warwick Yeomanry, left at Alexandria on the departure of the 
rest of the Regiment for Gallipoli, were for part of the time 
engaged.” This campaign was successfully completed in March, 
1916, by the defeat of the Arab invasion; and, the evacuation 
of Gallipoli having Jed to the return of the troops from that 
quarter, the centre of interest was then changed to the Suez 
Canal region. 


General Sir A. Murray, having assumed command in March, 
1916, at once determined on an offensive campaign with the 
object of driving back the ‘Turks into Palestine, and two long 
years of continuous fighting and strenuous work were in store 
for our Brigade, now restored and reorganized as a Cavalry 
Unit in the Kgyptian Mxpeditionary Force, and henceforth 
called the 5th Mounted Brigade. 


Before describing in detail the various actions and events 
of the Campaign in which the Brigade took part during the 
years 1916 and 1917, it may be well to give a general review 
of the operations in the order in which they occurred :— 


In April, 1916 the advance began, and actions were fought 
at Katia and Dueidar, and, although the Turks gained a tem- 
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porary success at Katia, they were finally defeated and driven 
back to Bir-el-Abd. 


In August they resumed the offensive, coming down from 
Palestine, and a general engagement took place near Katia, in 
which they were again decisively beaten with heavy loss, and 
Bir-el-Abd was captured. 


During the remainder of the year the advance on Palestine 
steadily continued, and in December El] Arish was occupied. 


In 1917 the frontier was crossed and a large part of 
Palestine conquered. In January Rafa (on the border) was 
captured by Mounted ‘Troops, but the next operation was not 
successful. ‘The Turkish position south of Gaza was assaulted 
in March, the attacks failed, and in the two Rattles of Gaza 
our forces suffered severely. 


After these reverses Gen. Sir E. H. Allenby took command 
in the place of Gen. Sir A. Murray, and, on his arrival in June, 
1917, made long and thorough preparations for the next 
offensive, so that little fighting took place until November, 
when the advance was vigorously renewed. In that month 
Beersheba and Gaza were captured, and the occupation of 
Askelon and Joppa soon followed. 


In a succession of severe defeats the ‘Turks were completely 
out-manceuvred by Gen. Allenby, and compelled to make a 
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hasty retreat. During the pursuit, many stubborn rearguard 
actions had to be fought, but no serious attempt was made to 
hold Jerusalem, which was finally captured and occupied in 
December. 


General Allenby’s plans, which led to the Holy City being 
completely isolated and compelled to surrender, are fully 
described later, and, so far as the Regiment was concerned, its 
share in the Palestine Campaign ended at that stage of the 
operations. 


Events of the War in other parts of the world at that time 
necessitated the transfer of Troops to the Western Front and 
Gen. Allenby’s Force, with which he brought the War to a 
final conclusion in 1918, had to be entirely reconstituted. 


The early months of the year were spent in consolidating 
the position in Palestine, and it was during this period that 
the Warwick Yeomanry left with other contingents for France. 


The crisis of the War in the Western ‘Theatre was 
approaching, and the detachments in the East had to be 
reduced. 


During April and May, two complete Divisions were with- 
drawn, including nine Regiments of Yeomanry, which were 
formed into Machine Gun Battalions and dispatched to France. 
‘These were gradually replaced by Indian Cavalry for further 
operations in Palestine. 
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The Regiment were at Mena, Christmas, 1915, forming 
with the Worcester and Gloucester Yeomanry the 5th Mounted 
Brigade, under the command of Brig.-Gen. E. A. Wiggin, D.S.O. 
Lieut.-Col. Gray-Cheape, (Worcester Yeo.) had taken over the 
Regiment from Major limmet, and on December 27th, Major 
Chamberlayne rejoined. 


On January 8rd, 1916, they moved by train from Cairo to 
Salhia, 20 miles west of Ballah ; where a single line was in 
course of construction to Kantara. 


Brev.-Lieut.-Col. Richardson arrived from England on the 
18th, to take command, and Col. Cheape returned to the 
Worcesters; but a month later Col. Richardson was invalided, 
and Col. Cheape resumed command of the Regiment. In July, 
Major Kkmmet was invalided home, and Major Chamberlayne 
became 2nd in command. 


On “March Ist, the Brigade marched across the Desert to 
Ballah, and camped near the Gypsum works half-a-mile from 
the Canal; where for the next few weeks they performed 
Kiscort and Patrol duties in connection with an Advanced 
Military Post at Ballybunnion. 


A further advance was made on April 10th, the Warwicks 
(less “CC” Squadron) moving via Kantara to Hamisah, the 
Worcesters to Katia, and the Gloucesters to Romani. 


A. GRAY-CHEAPE, D.S.O. 


(In command Dee., 1915 to May, 1918. 


IEUT.-CoL. H. 


L 


Drowned at sea 27th 


May, 1918.) 
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Shortly after this the Troops came in touch with the Turks, 
and on the 19th, Lieut. Higson’s Troop was surrounded, 
having been attacked near Hamisah. The horses stampeded, 
but the Troop managed to hold off the attack until they were 
relieved by Capt. L. Cheape (Worcester Yeomanry) from [atia, 
and Capt. Smith-Ryland from Hamisah. Pte. Cooper of ‘* D”’ 
Squadron was killed. 


T'he plans he adopted for the defence of the Canal, and 
the advance into the Sinai Peninsula, may be gathered from 
Gen. Murray’s despatches. 


His first step was an advance to a suitable position east of 
Katia, with the construction of a railway to that place, and 
this was almost completed by April 21st. 


“On the 23rd” he says “the enemy attempted to forestall any such 
advance, by making a sudden raid in force on Katia, and this operation, 
though small forces were engaged, produced the severest fighting yet 
experienced by the force under my command.” 


On April 22nd, the 5th Mounted Brigade were disposed 
as follows: ‘Two Squadrons of Warwick Yeomanry and one of 
Worcesters at Hamisah ; one Squadron of Gloucester Yeomanry 
(Maj. Baker) at Katia; two Squadrons of Worcesters (Capt. 
Cheape) with some Royal Engineers at Oghratina; and two 
Squadrons of the Gloucesters under Col. Yorke at Romani. 
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“The Officer commanding the two Squadrons of Worcester Yeomanry 
at Oghratina had been told to push on entrenchment as far as possible, 
and it was Gen. Wigzin’sintention that these Squadrons, if attacked in 
force, should retire on Katia (seven miles N.I.) ; and thence, if 
necessary, on Romani, with their left flank covered by the Gloucester 
Yeomanry, and their right by the Warwicks from Hamisah.” 


On the night of the 22nd, two Squadrons of the Warwicks 
(D and B) with one of the Worcesters under Maj. Wiggin, and 
three machine guus were detailed to endeavour to surprise the 
Turks who were believed to be at Mageibra. Gen. Wiggin and 
‘ol. Coventry accompanied the force, and on arrival at dawn 
it was found that the ‘Turks had attacked the Infantry at 
Dueidar, and had been beaten off with heavy loss. They des- 
troyed the camp at Mageibra, and returned with six Turkish 
prisoners towards Hamisah. In the meantime, the Post at 
Oghratina was attacked, and machine gun firing could be 
distinctly heard from that direction. On their way a message 
was received from Capt. Valintine that Oghratina was 
surronnded on all sides. This was about 7 a.m. and from 
subsequent information, it appears that the first attack which 
had occurred at 5 a.m. had been successfully repulsed, but the 
second carried the Post; all the garrison being either killed, 
wounded or captured. 


Meanwhile it could be seen that the Gloucester Squadron 
at Katia was being attacked, and Maj. Wiggin’s Squadron of 
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Worcesters accompanied by Lieut..Col. Coventry was detached 
from Gen. Wiggin’s Force and hastened to their relief; while 
the Warwick Squadrons, under Col. Cheape, went to attack the 
enemy’s left flank near Katia. The two remaining Squadrons 
of Gloucesters attacked the right flank from Romani. 


Unfortunately the Worcester Relief Squadron became 
involved in the unsuccessful resistance of the Katia garrison, 
and, with the exception of abont 60 men and one officer, fell 
with it into the hands of the enemy. 


The entire force, scattered as they were, proved quite 
inadequate to prevent the fall of Katia; the horses of the 
Gloucesters had almost all been killed by shell fire, and the 
two Gloucester Squadrons at Romani were compelled to retire 
under heavy fire. ‘lhe Warwicks returned to Hamisah to pick 
up the men and horses left there, and then retired on the 
Infantry Post at Dueidar. Captain Valintine and Lieut. 
Drummond, who had been left in charge of the camp, reported 
having seen the Turks who had been repulsed at Dueidar 
retiring in disorder, within a short distance of them. 


Eventually the enemy forces were compelled to retire from 
Katia after suffering heavy losses, mainly through the gallant 
efforts of the Royal Flying Corps, and the Anzac Mounted 
Division. 
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One of the columns of the enemy taking part in the attacks 
on Katia and Dueidar was found to be completely composed 
of Germans and Austrians. and the body of the German Leader 
of the Column who was killed near Katia was identified by 
prisoners. 


‘The Worcester and Gloucester Yeomanry suffered severely 
on this occasion, losing three-and-a-half squadrons and details 
at Katia and Oghratina; while in addition the casualties to 
the entire force engaged were reported as two officers and 18 
men killed, four officers and 21 men wounded. 


In a despatch from Lieut.-Col. H. A. Gray-Cheape, 
Commanding War. Yeo., dated :— 
BALLAH, 
24th April, 1916. 

The following Officers, N.C.O’s and Men were recommended as 
having specially distinguished themselves in the action of 237d April. 
1916 :— 

2nd-Lieut. C. W. Townsend and Lcee.-Cpl. G. FE. Wynn for gallantry 
in carrying a wounded man (Pte. Adams) out of the firing line under 
heavy fire. ) 

Pte. C. C. Gibbs for giving up his horse to a wounded man and 
helping Capt. Humphries, R.A.M.C., to bring this wounded man out of 
the firing line under heavy fire into safety. 

Lieut. and Adjt. R. F. K. Gooch for doing his duties in a most able 
manner, he performed most excellent work throughout the night. of 
22nd—Z3rd April and afterwards in the action at Katia. 
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In spite of the heavy losses of the Yeomanry at Katia, the 
Turks were finally routed by the Air Force, and cleared out of 
that district, retiring to Bir-el-Abd about 16 miles eastward 
and 41 miles from the Canal, where they were pursued by our 
aircraft. 


On April 25th the Regiment marched to Ballah, via 
Kantara, and here Lieut. Chambers arrived with a draft of 3rd 
Line men. 


At the‘end of June they again moved to Kantara to Hill 70, 
and formed part of the New Zealand Brigade, under Brig.-Gen. 
Chaytor. Major Chamberlayne was in command of the 
Regiment in the temporary absence of the Colonel, on leave to 
England. 


About this time the Turks were preparing for a second 
advance on the Canal, of which information came to hand 
from a New Zealand Brigadier’s observations when on a joy 
ride in an aeroplane. Plans were made to meet the attack, 
and if possible, draw the Turks on, to enable the Cavalry to 
cut off their retreat, but the enemy began to move earlier than 
was expected, andthe scheme was frustrated. 


It was the beginning of August when a Turkish Division, 
under Kress von Kressenstein, advanced on the Katia positions, 
and fighting began on August 3rd. The operations lasted till 
the 12th, by which time the enemy were driven back to 
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Kil Arish. From the Battle of Romani which was fought on 
the 4th till the 9th, the Regiment was continuously engaged, 
in conjunction with the Anzacs, but it had been sent back 
into General Wiggin’s Brigade, which was composed of the 
Warwick Yeomanry, two Squadrons of Gloucesters and one 
Squadron of Worcesters. ' 


On the day of the battle of Romani (August 4th, 1916) the 
Gloucester Squadrons were holding two Battalions of the 
enemy at Hod-Abn-Adi, advancing from Hod-el-Enna, and the 
Warwicks were ordered to support them. They came into 
action at Seifanlya, and attacked the Turks who were holding 
a Ridge at Hod-el-Enna (Mount Royston) with three machine 
guns and a few rifle-men. Although inflicting some loss, the 
advance was checked, and at this point Iieut. Stafford and a 
few men were wounded; but machine guns were brought into 
action with success, supported by two Troops with rifle fire. 
At the same time two Troops of “C”’ Squadron and one of 
“B” galloped round on the right flank, and reheved the 
pressure on the south side, keeping the situation well in hand 
until the arrival of the Squadron Leader Capt. Napier, and 
eventually the position was taken. 


Q2nd-Lieut. Loverock died of wounds, S.S. Malin was killed, 
and Lieut. Stafford and four men were wounded. 


After the engagement the Troops retired to Pelusium. 
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The operations of August, 1916, were graphically described 
by Mr. W. T. Massey (War Correspondent) in his letter dated 
“Romani, August 5th” :— 


“At sunset yesterday the Turkish pretensions to the conquest of 
Egypt were irretrievably smashed, and their second attempt at invasion 
has been more severely beaten than that of February, despite German 
leadership and more scientific methods.” 


Commenting on the action of Aug. 4th, he wrote :— 


“ At mid-day we securely held the line Mahamadiya-Romani-Katia- 
Gannit. T'wo miles south of Gannit is Mount Meredith, and here and 
at Mount Royston, three miles off, the enemy managed to get a footing 
in the afternoon. 


“ About 3 o’clock the enemy made a fierce attack on Romani and 
Gannit, but were driven off by the Light Horse and the Scottish 
Territorials with considerable loss. 


“ At Mahamadiya a Lancashire Brigade were brought up by rail and 
marched to the attack. 


“A little later, from a different spot, I saw the Warwick and 
Gloucester Yeomanry marching over flatter country, with flankers, 
advanced and rear guards, and squadrons as well aligned as on parade. 


‘““At 5 o’clock the Infantry began to attack, while the Yeomanry 
(dismounted) moved over the sand dunes towards Mount Royston, 
working in touch with the Infantry. 


‘Nothing could withstand the attack,and the Yeomanry and Infantry 
drove the enemy off Mount Royston, and the slopes of Wellington 
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ridge, and after a brief delay cleared Mount Meredith, collecting 1,000 
prisoners, and scattering the remainder of the force over the face of 
the desert. 


‘The Warwick and Gloucester Yeomanry fought splendidly, and 
fully avenged the previous loss of their comrades, now prisoners at 
Damascus, by taking over 300 prisoners and two camel guns, and 
inflicting very heavy casualties on the enemy.” 


The enemy were in full retreat, following their defeat on 
August 4th, and Infantry and Cavalry were in pursuit for a 
distance of 18 miles, although several rearguard actions had 
to be fought. 


Early on August 5th, the Brigade again started as an 
advance guard of the column to Ziyad, and thence to Mount 
Meredith to reconnoitre Katia, which was found to be strongly 
held by about 10,000 of the enemy with two batteries of 6-in. 
guns. 


It was decided to attack with five Brigades of Cavalry and 
one Battery. The Warwicks took the left flank of attack on 
the main position, and held their ground for four hours under 
very heavy fire from enemy aeroplanes, from which they 
suffered severe losses. 


Lieut. Springfield and two O.R’s. were killed, and Lieut. 
Gooch and eight O.R’s wounded, while two men were taken 
prisoners, and several casualties occurred among the horses. 
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After the engagement the Regiment retired to Romani. 


Next day the Warwicks formed part of an attacking force 
on Oghratina, and after severe fighting reached Katia that 
night. ‘The casualties were slight considering the heavy fire 
they had to encounter, only three men being wounded, and one 
horse belonging to Lieut. Wheatley named ‘‘ Norah” was 


killed. 


Colonel Cheape returned from leave on August 7th, and on 
the following day the Regiment moved to Oghratina. 


On August 9th the action was fought known as the Battle 
of Abd. The strength of the Regiment at this time was ten 
Officers, 152 O.R’s, 268 horses and 15 mules. 


Moving from Oghratina they joined up at the New Zealand 
headquarters west of Abd. ‘I'wo ‘Troops of “B’”’ Squadron 
under Lieut. Wheatley were sent to reinforce the Aucklands 
on the right flank, while “*D’’ Squadron under Capt. Napier 
went to the support of Col. Wilson, 5th I.J., on the left, with 
machine guns under Lieut. Drummond. “C” Squadron 
(Lieut. Jackson) were with Col. piney and the Canterbury 
Rifles in the centre. 


The Regiment arrived just in time to relieve the New 
Zealanders who were severely pressed and had suffered severe 
Josses in officers and men. Lieut. Prankerd with two Troops 
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was sent to support the 5th L.I., and with the timely 
assistance of the Warwicks the positions were held till dusk, 
when the whole force retired. 


Qnd.-Lieut. Chambers and Sergt. Hudson both died from 
wounds received in this action. 


Returning to Oghratina the Regiment performed outpost 
duty for the next few days, and patrols got in touch with the 
enemy ut Salmana on August 12th, but nothing further of 
importance occurred, and on the 15th a move was made via 
Katia to Dueidar. 


Referring to these events, Capt. Valintine, in a private 
letter, dated August 18th, 1916, relates :— 


“What a real good show the Regiment put up in the recent 
operations. 


“Though working under every difficulty of heat and thirst and 
fatigue while fighting under heavy shell fire, M.G. fire and bombs, and 
against greatly superior numbers they never gave an inch of ground 
and on the last day held the whole position at dusk. It is good for 
them to have had this victory as they have always worked under bad 
conditions before. 


“ Chamberlayne commanded the Regiment, ou the first three days 
with Napier in command of *D,’ Jackson ‘C,’ Charles Wheatley ‘ B’ 
and Drummond ‘M.G.’ They all worked splendidly and the N.C.O's. 
are of the best. I was lucky in having the job of Adjutant as Gooch 
went as Staff Capt. to the N.Z’s. and then to the dth and he rejoins 
to-day. 
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“Col. Cheape joined us on the night of the 7th. 


‘““In the battle of Romani we took four guns and three machine guns, 
and about 700 unwounded prisoners. 


“The battle of Katiu was a successful day as we got about 1,500 
prisoners and gave them a proper bump at Katia which induced them 
to leave that position during the night. 


“ Battle of Krump Hill very successful as we bluffed enemy that we 
were outflanking him. This was done entirely by Warwicks under 
shell fire from batteries for three hours. 


“ Battle of Abd Warwicks arrived at very critical time and took over 
positions and held them till dusk. 1,200 casualties inflicted. Not 
much sleep and not much water. 


“Very bad luck losing Springfield, Loverock and Chambers as you 
can’t replace those three. Stafford and Gooch wounded.” 


Dueidar, August 15th, 1916. Strength—13 Officers, 276 
O.R’s. 302 horses and 19 mules. 


The following Officers were with the Regiment throughout 
recent operations :— 
Hieut.-Col. H. A. Gray Cheape (rejoined Regt., 7.8.16) 
Maj. 16. 'T. Chamberlayne (in command till 7.8.16) 
rapt. R. Valintine, Adjt. 
» A. Bullock (R.A.M.C.) M.O. 
», RR. Palmer, Vet. C. 
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Capt. R. G. Napier, Squadron Leader “ D”’ 


Lieut. C. J. H. Wheatley ‘5 ‘De 
Qnd-Lieut. G. C. Jackson i de Gia 
,» . H. J. Drummond, Machine Gun Officer. 
Lieut. H. Higson, “D” Squad. 
Qnd-Lieut. R. P. Prankerd, ‘“D” __,, 
J. S. Stafford ep +s, wounded. 


= H. G. Loverock ‘“D” _,, killed. 
5 H.O. Springfield “C” ,, killed. 
A.J. F. Chambers “C” __,, wounded, 
afterwards died of wounds. 
Capt. D. Smith-Ryland, joined Regt. 11.8.16. 
“B” Squad. 
Lieut. H. C. Coulston, joined Regt. 9.8.16. “B” Squad. 


R. F. K. Gooch, acting Staff Capt. 5th Mtd. Bde. 
wounded. 
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‘The casualties in the Regiment during the operations from 
the 4th to the 9th of August amounted to three Officers killed 
and two wounded, five O.R’s. were killed or died of wounds, 
20 wounded and two taken prisoners, as recorded in the list 
of casualties for the year 1916. 


By the deaths of Springfield, Loverock and Chambers, the 
Regiment lost three most promising young officers. 


Springfield, was in business as an Engineer in Dorsetshire, 
and enlisted in the Dorset Yeomanry on the declaration of 


2nD-LT.H.O.SPRINGFIELD. 2ND-LT. H. G. LOVEROCK. 2ND-I.T. A. F. CHAMBERS. 
Killed in action Killed in action Died of wounds 
ROMANI, AUGUST, 1916. 
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war, received his commission in the Warwick Yeomanry in 
March, 1915. ‘lhe gallant actions which led to his death are 
referred to in despatches. 


Loverock, whose family reside at Rugby, had served in the 
ranks throughout the whole of the South West African 
Iixpedition, at the close of which he returned to England and 
obtained a commission in the Warwick Yeomanry in October, 
1915. After a short period of training in the 3rd Line he was 
sent out to join the Regiment in Egypt. 


Ferguson Chambers (son of the late M.P. for South 
Belfast) came as a VIth form boy from Rugby School to join 
the 3rd Line at Warwick in July, 1915. With exceptional 
abilities, he soon became an efficient young officer, and, after 
a few months training at Tidworth, went to Egypt with a 
Draft in April, 1916. Barely four months had elapsed before 
he died of wounds received in action at Abd. 


For the period from August 4th to 15th, 1916, the 
following were recommended to the notice of the G.O.C. 


From Maj. E. Chamberlayne, Commanding War. Yeo., to 
G.O.C., 5th Mtd. Bde., Quatia, 6.8.16 :— 


Aug. 4—2nd-Lieuts. G. C. Jackson and H. O. Springfield for carrying 
out a mounted advance under heavy machine gun fire. 


2nd-Lieut. F. Drummond for good work with his machine 
gun in silencing three enemy machine guns. 
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Aug. 5—2nd-Lieut. H. O. Springfield (killed) for great gallantry in 
rescuing wounded and dismounted men under heavy rifle fire 
under the following circumstances ;—Capt. Gooch (5th Mtd. Bde.) 
took Lieut. Jackson’s squadron round on the left at Quatia. They 
came under heavy fire and had to retire under cover and several 
men were wounded or had their horses killed. Lieut. Springfield 
volunteered to take back two men per troop with spare horses to 
bring in these men. Having got his men under cover, he went out 
on foot,and having rescued Sergt. Ward, who had been pinned under 
his horse for 15 minutes, he collected and sent in other wounded 
and dismounted men, all the time under heavy fire. At this time 
Capt. Gooch came out mounted and insisted on Lieut. Springfield 
(who was going out again) getting up behind him. — Lieut. 
Springfield was killed almost immediately after. 


Pte. Dizon (C Squadron) stretcher bearer, was also recom- 
mended for attending wounded under heavy fire on same occasion; 
and L/Corp. Trenfield for repeatedly carrying messages for Capt. 
Valintine under heavy fire. 


Capt. A. Bullock, R.A.M.C., for services in attending to and 
evacuating wounded under very difficult conditions. 


In a despatch dated Dueidar, 6.8.16. Col. Cheape further 
recommended for immediate mention for gallantry :— 


Lieut. Springfield and Pte. Dizon on Major Chamberlayne’s 
report of events Aug. 4th and Sth; adding the names of 


Corp. Bateman and L]Corp. Steele for carrying out of action 
under very heavy fire Pte. Wastie during the action at Bir-el-Abd 
on 9th Aug., 1916. 
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In an earlier despatch dated Oghratina, 11.8.16. Col. 
Cheape had mentioned for special distinction in the action 
at Abd, August 9th :— 


Lieut. Wheatley for handling two troops in a masterly way 
throughout the day under very difficult conditions ; and 

Ptes. A. Smith and J. W. Smith for volunteering an‘ 
remaining behind under a heavy fire and bringing in Sergt. C. 
Hudson dangerously wounded. This took place at night when 
the troops had orders to retire. 


At the conclusion of the operations in August, 1916, a 
congratulatory letter was issued to the Brigade from Gen. H. 
G. Chanvel, commanding Anzac Mounted Division from which 
the following is an extract ;— 


‘“T appreciate very much the honour of having your Brigade included 
in my command, and I hope you will express to all ranks my thanks 
for the excellent work they did while with the A. and N.Z. Division. 


‘*My thanks are especially due to the gallant way they co-operated 
with the N.Z. Mtd. Brigade in the taking of Mount Royston on the 4th 
inst., and for the prompt assistance rendered at Bir-el-Abd on the 
9th inst.” 
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CASUALTIES IN 1916. 


Rank and Narne. 


2nd-Lieut. H.G. Springfield Killed in action 
33 H. G. Loverock Died of wounds 
- A.J. F. Chambers Wounded 9.8.16 
died 
Lieut. R. F. K. Gooch Wounded in action 
2nd-Lieut. J. S. Stafford 


Pte. Cooper, F. S. Killed in action 


(Coventry) 

» Mason, C. W. - 
(Rochdale) 

L/Corp. Daulman, H. H. . 
(Nuneaton) 


8.8. Malin, W. (Warwick) 
Pte. Hands, L. (Nuneaton) Prisoner of War 
(d. 7.11.18) 
» Saul, W.J.(Rugby) Died of wounds 
Sergt. Hudson, C. - 
(Northampton) 
Pte. Wastie, A. 
(Oddington) 
S/Corp. Ray, W. 8. 
Pte. Adams, A. W. L. 
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Prisoner of War 
Wounded in action 


» Burden, W. B. ” 
» Downes, A. L. ” 
9 Lucas, E. 99 
» Moore, G. ™ 
» Owen, J. E. as 
» Ryder, W. és 
» Bruce, A. W. si 
L/Corp. Barr, C. ss 
Pte. Brotheridge, W. - 


8.8. Cranmer, N. ~ 


' Date and Nature of Casualty. 


Romani 
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LIST OF CASUALTIES. 


Rank and Name. Date and Nature of Casualty. 

Pte. Downes, A. L. Wounded in action Romani 

» Gardner, J. W. m Pa 
Sergt. Hawkes, H. P. ‘5 - 

» Hough, B. 3 ” 
Pie. Lee, J. S. - - 

», Morris, EB. W. “s * 

». Nicholas, J. $s 45 

» Neighbour, R. S. - i 

» Randle, KE. G. i 

» Sheasby, EK. W. Si ” 

» Simmonds, E. me ” 

» staines, C. ; ” 

» Taylor, G. I. - s 

» Taysom, E. H. ae - 
Sergt. Wheildon, J. _ 3 
L/Corp. Waters, R. ‘i . 
Pte. Wain, E. W. is is 

» Washington, R. ‘3 ‘ 
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Cuaprer§ IV. 
OCTOBER, 1916 to JANUARY, 1917. 
SINAI DESERT. 


F : eaene the return to Dueidar in Augnst, the Brigade 

enjoyed a rest till the middle of October, when Head- 
quarters had again advanced eastward to Bir-el-Abd, about 50 
miles beyond Kantara. 


The railway, laid at the rate of a mile a day, had reached 
Abd, and following the old caravan route to Palestine, was in 
course of extension to IX] Arish. As a protection of the work 
against enemy raids the Brigade occupied a line south-west 
of Abd, forming part of the Anzac Division. The camp was 
pitched on Hod-el-Hassania, a hill commanding a good view 
of the surrounding country, and was about six miles ahead of 
the railway. The Warwicks occupied the centre, with the 
Worcesters on the right and the Gloucesters on the left. 


In September Major A. C. Watson (7th Hrs.) late Adjutant 
of the Staffs. Yeomanry, was appointed to the Regiment as 
2nd in command. 


Capr. R. G. C. NAPIER (GREN. GDs.) 
(Died of wounds, Paschendaele, August, 1917). 
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Capt. Napier had left to rejoin his old Regiment the 
Grenadier Guards, to which he was gazetted in September, 
and, after a few months’ service in France, died of wounds 
received in action at Passchendaele, July 31st, 1917. Capt. 
Napier, who joined the Warwick Yeomanry in 1908, had 
served with the Regiment in Gallipoli and Egypt the whole 
time, and was in command of “ D”’ Squadron, which now was 
taken by Capt. Gooch. ‘ B’”’ Squadron was in charge of Capt. 
Stafford, with Lieut. Alan- Williams (lately returned from sick 
leave) 2nd in command, and Capt. Smith-Ryland returned and 
took over ‘‘C’’ Squadron. Lients. Coulston and Hill joined, 
the former in charge of the Machine Gun Section, and the 
latter of the Signal Corps. In November 2nd-Lieut. C. M. 
Armstrong came from the 3rd Line, and was posted to “B”’ 
Squadron. 


On October 380th, ‘© B”’ Squadron reconnoitred towards 
Gamel, and located the Turks about 15 miles away. There 
were frequent raids on the camp at Abd, and on November 6th 
six men were killed, but the Yeomanry escaped any dainage. 


The Regiment went back to Hill 70 on November 27th, 
camping about five miles from Kantara, where they rested, 
and the men were allowed three days leave to Port Said. 
In the meantime preparations were made for a general 
advance. 
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Early in December it was reported that I] Arish was held 
by 8,000 Turks, and that 10,000 more were moving down 
through Palestine under Mahomet Ali Pasha, and, after pre- 
parations had been completed, the Desert Column advanced to 
the Railhead at Mazar, between Abd and E] Arish reaching 
that point on December 20th. 


The following day the Anzacs ‘attacked El Arish with the 
5th Mounted Brigade in support. ‘The night march had 
brought them at dawn within ten miles of the town, and in 
sight of the Mosque. ‘They met with no opposition, and on 
arrival found the place had been evacuated by the Turks three 
days before. 


Mr. Massey thus describes the operations :— 


“The Desert Column was already moving to attack El Arish when 
the Turks cleared out of the town, declining to hold their strong 
natural position, which presented many difficulties for the attackers. 


“The concentration began at daybreak, and throughout the day the 
rolling desert presented a wonderful spectacle. 


‘“‘ As far as the eye could reach lines of Australian and New Zealand 
horsemen and Yeomanry, with companies of the splendidly mounted 
Camel Corps, wound over the high scrub-covered sand dunes. 


“ Karly in the evening information was brought to the railhead that 
the Turks were leaving El Arish, and it was decided to push forward 
the Mounted Division to secure the town. 


CAPTURE OF EL ARISH. 81 


“Nothwithstanding their trying day’s march, the mounted men 
were again on the move well before midnight, and this night march, 
over miles of difficult country, was carried out with such precision 
that the horsmen and camelry had completely surrounded the town as 
the sun’s first shafts of light were flung up behind the eastern dunes. 


“El Arish was deserted by the Turkish troops. A few prisoners 
were taken outside the town, but the bulk of the population remained. 


“With the evacuation of El Arish ended the Turco-German 
pretension to attack the Suez Canal and invade Egypt. 


“The Turks had retired from the most important strategic point in 
Eastern Egypt,and whatever else they and their German masters might 
attempt, their campaign against Egypt was a hopeless failure.” 


The recapture of the town of El] Arish from the Turks, 
after being for two years in their hands, was a serious blow to 
them from a moral and also from a military point of view. It 
was evident that they intended offering a stubborn resistance, 
but the rapidity with which the advance of our troops was 
made completely upset their calculations, as it forestalled the 
arrival of their reinforcements. 


Having abandoned their position on the night of December 
19-20, they retreated to the east and south-east. 


On the completion of these successful operations the 5th 
Mounted Brigade were ordered to return to the Railhead at El 
Maadam, and here they remained over Christmas, A compara- 
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tively quiet time was spent for the next fortnight, the chief 
occupation being escorting convoys to i] Arish. Everything, 
including water, had to be brought up to the Railhead by train 
from Kantara (128 miles) and transported thence by camels. 


The Brigade continued to move with the railway construc- 
tion, aud on December 28th were at Kilo 189, within about 40 
yards of the sea beach. The camp was still subject to attack 
from enemy aeroplanes, bombs being dropped on the 31st, 
which caused a few casualties amongst the Infantry and the 
loss of some horses and camels. 


On January 5th, 1917, the Brigade concentrated at El 
Bittia and moved up to [1] Arish. 


On January 8th, 1917, the Brigade received orders to 
march eastward from I] Arish with the Desert Mounted 
Column including Anzac Mounted Division and the Camel 
Corps to attack the entrenched position held by the enemy at 
a point west of Rafa. ‘The Division moved off at 4 p.m., the 
Brigade acting as advance guard to the column, and, following 
the main caravan track, marched via El-Burj to Sheik Zowaiid 
(about 20 miles) where a halt was made for the night. At 
1 a.m. on the 9th, they proceeded to within about eight miles 
of the Turkish outposts, and at dawn were drawn up in mass 
formation in a small depression. The enemy already showed 
signs of having observed their approach. 
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At 10.380 the attack seemed to be developing, and the 
Gloucesters with four machine guns advanced, tollowed by the 
Warwicks, all being mounted and ready to move within five 
minutes. The Regiment, in column of_ half-squadrons 
extended, moved down the Rafa road at the trot, with the 
Gloucesters on its left flank, and thence over the bare stretch 
of open plain commanded for 23 miles by the main Turkish 
redoubt. Owing to the open country west of the ridge 
occupied by the Turks the Regiment soon came under a heavy 
fire, and were compelled to dismount for action. A line was 
taken up facing a downward slope of about 2,000 yards to the 
foot of the hill containing the front line of the enemy trenches. 
A steady shell fire caused some casualties among the led 
horses, but owing to the sections being widely distributed 
there was no loss of men. 


In the meantime the rest of the Brigade came into position, 
and Headquarters were established in a small redoubt to the 
left rear, which had been previously occupied by the enemy 
the day before, showing how the attack had come as a com- 
plete surprise. 


At 11.45 the Camel Corps on the extreme right were 
meeting with severe opposition in their encircling movement, 
and ‘‘C”’ Squadron were ordered to support them on their left 
flank. This advance was carried out under a heavy enfilading 
fire and the squadron suffered some casualties. 
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The object of the frontal attack, which was now developing, 
was to hold the enemy in front while the enveloping movement 
to the S.E. of his position was being carried out by the New 
Zealanders and the Camel Corps. At 12.45 there was a pause 
to allow the Camel Corps to link up with the left flank of the 
5th Mounted Brigade. 


The Brigade were at this time disposed as follows :—On the 
left the Gloucesters with one Squadron of Worcesters ; 1n the 
centre the Warwicks, ‘‘ D’’ Squadron (Capt. Gooch) and ‘ B”’ 
Squadron (Capt. Valintine), ‘‘C’’ Squadron under Capt. 
Pemberton was on the right front, and his right flank Troop 
under Lieut. King eventually gained its objective under cover 
of a small knoll. 


Although the enemy had withdrawn his field guns to the 
rear, the advance was checked by severe traverse fire from 
machine guns and rifle fire, and the Regiment had suffered 
many casualties though mostly in wounded. About 3 o’clock 
the Warwicks machine gun section under Capt. Coulston came 
into position, and opened fire at 1,450 yards on the Turkish 
front line trenches, under cover of which a concentrated attack 
was carried out. The Gloucesters with ‘‘C’’ Squadron of the 
Warwicks came in for heavy fire advancing over open ground 
and suffered severely. About 4.30 the Camel Corps stormed 
at the point of the bayonet, and were well supported by the 
Yeomanry machine guns. Col. Cheape with “B” and “D”’ 
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Squadrons then advanced across the ploughed area on the 
enemys central position, but at 800 yards from their front 
trench he received orders to withdraw to his horses. 


It was then nearly dark but a successful and orderly 
retirement was carried out under effective covering fire. It 
was left to the Anzacs to complete the victory. 


The other two squadrons which had been sent to reinforce 
the Worcesters and Gloucestergrallied with the whole Brigade 
at Sheik Zowaiid at.1 a.m. on the 10th, and returned to El 
Arish arriving at 6 a.m. having marched 60 miles in 36 hours, 
and fought an infantry action from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on the 
9th. 


The net result of the operations was the capture of 2,000 
prisoners, and a large amount of stores and ammunition. 


Amongst the casualties the Warwicks had two Officers and 
42 O.R’s. wounded and five men killed. Capt. Pemberton was 
hit in the foot, and Lieut. Ware received a bullet wound in 
the face having a very narrow escape from death, but subse- 
quently completely recovered. 


The scene of the action was about two miles from the 
boundary of Palestine. 


Mr. Massey (War Correspondent) 1n his description of the 
Battle of Rafa, writes :— 
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“The Desert Column’s victory at Rafa was one of the finest achieve- 
ments of the war in Egypt. By a swift 30 miles night march the 
mounted troops got well within striking distance, while the enemy 
slept. 


“ But, although entirely surprised, the garrison was not unprepared, 
and they were strongly entrenched about two miles south-west of 


Rafa. 


“At sunset on the 8th, the Anstralian and New Zealand Mounted 
Divisions, the Camel Corps and Yeomanry, and Horse Butteries 
marched eastwards across country. 


“On reaching a point a few miles south of Rafa at about £ a.m. on 
the 9th, the New Zealanders at daylight made an enveloping attack 
from the east, the Australians and Camel Corps from the south-east 
and south. 


“The Yeomanry were ordered to attack from the west. Large. 
bodies of Light Horse and Yeomanry galloping into action presented 
a magnificent and stirring spectacle. 


“At 3o'clocka Battery supporting the Anzacs and Yeomanry opened 
an intense bombardment and silenced two enemy guns. 


‘““‘The dismounted men advanced in rushes but the volume of 
Turkish fire, was undiminished, and reports came of enemy reliefs 
advancing from the east. 


“At this critical moment the Desert Column attack was not 
completed, and the need of a supreme effort was urgent. 
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“The New Zealanders dashed into the Turks strongest position from 
the rear, two Australian Brigades carried the south-east works by a 
rush. The Camel Corps assaulted on the south-west, while the 
Yeomanry kept the western side fully employed. | 


“The whole garrison surrendered, having suffered heavily, 


“Thirty-five Officers and 1,602 other ranks including several German 
machine gunners and one Officer were taken prisoners, while the 
enemy losses in killed and wounded were about 600.” 


General Murray in his despatches thus refers to the 
action :— 


“The Troops admirably supported by the Artillery advanced with 
great gallantry, and at 4.45 a.m. the New Zealanders captured the 
redoubt with brilliant dash. -By this achievement they were able to 
take the lower works in reverse, and these soon fell to the Camel Corps, 
the Yeomanry and the Australian Light Horse. 


“ By 5.30 p.m. all organised resistance was over, and the enemy's 
position with all its garrison was captured.” 


The following Officers, N.C.O’s. and Men were recom- 
mended in Col. Cheape’s despatches for good work during the 
action at Rafa on January 9th, 1917 :— 


Capt. BE. G. Pemberton for commanding his Squadron in a 
most masterly way under very difficult circumstances. This 
Officer was wounded during the attack on the Turkish right flank 
in the evening. Awarded M.C. 
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L|Sergt. Gibney (since died of wounds) for marked gallantry 
during the day and great assistance to his Squadron Leader. 


Ptes. Lock and B. C. Osborne (stretcher bearers) for great 
bravery in carrying out their duties under heavy fire. 


Major A. C. Watson (7th Hussars) 2nd in command of the 
Regiment, for general good work throughout the day. 


Lieut. and Adjt. J. Black for greatest efficiency in carrying 
out his duties. 


Capt. Arthur Bullock (R.A.M.C.) M.O. to the Regiment for 
gallantry in attending to wounded. and getting them from the 
firing line under heavy fire till 8 p.m. Also for his great assistance 
to other Units on this occasion and on the 7th inst. when he 
attended to about 30 Egyptian Labour Corps badly mutilated by 
bombs. 


2nd-Lieut. C. W. Townsend (acting as Asst.-Adjt.) for carrying 
messages and general good work in maintaining communication 
between the C.0. and the Squadron Leaders continually under fire. 


R.S.M. Bray for great assistance in controlling ammunition 
supply. 
Sergt. W. Molineaur (in charge of a troop), S.S.M. Richardson 


Tuit, Sergt. B. Hough and Sergt. A. Worth (acting as Troop 
Leader) for bravery and coolness and ability in handling men. 


The casualties in the Regiment on January 9th, included 


the following :— 
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Killed in action :—Corp. H. Hands, Shoeing Smith, Pte. 
T. Taylor, Pte. W. Tyacke. 


Died of wounds :—L/Sergt. P. Gibney, Pte. ‘I. Northover. 


Capt. E. G. Pemberton and 2nd-Lieut. K. Ware were 
wounded (the latter dangerously) and about 32 O.R’s. 


The Victory at Rafa had greatly cheered the men after so 
many months of desert trekking, and outpost work; and all 
were in the best of spirits. ‘The next fortnight was occupied 
in friendly Staff rides and Regimental drills varied with an 
occasional jackal hunt over the surrounding flat country. 


El Burj was the next camp, 8 miles from El Arish further 
north and 23 miles from the sea, a spot where a few shumac 
and oil bushes relieve the monotony of the desert, and the 
undulating sand hills afford storm protection. Six weeks were 
spent there and during that time six Officers with reinforce- 
ments joined the Regiment from Iingland including Lieuts. 
Drake and Gilman who were posted to “B” squadron. The 
Worcesters and Gloucesters were in camp within a mile, and 
the whole Brigade were together on February Ist. 


The camp was on the old caravan route from the Suez 
Canal via Rafa and Gaza into Syria, and good football and 
polo grounds were available, where frequent contests took 
place amongst squadrons and regiments. An amusing incident 
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(referred to in Capt. ‘eichman’s diary) occurred: one evening 
while a regimental football match was going on> “ A Troop of 
Warwick Yeomanry suddenly appeared over the crest of the 
hill driving before them a herd of about 300 camels which 
‘they had captured from Bedouins, ten miles from the camp. 
The camels were handed over to the Camel Transport Corps.”’ 


Before the Brigade left EK] Burj the indefatigable Engineers 
had brought the line across the playground. 


It was the Brigade’s duty to trek daily to positions out at 
Sheikh Zowaiid, each Regiment taking their turn every third 
day. Horses were watered on the beach, about two miles 
across the dunes, as good fresh water was obtainable along the 
coast at 5 to 15 feet depth. 


At night outpost pickets were stationed on the highest 
sandhills. 


The Hotchkiss gun was first introduced at this camp and 
Lieut. Townsend acted as Instructor in its use. 


Before the last days at EK] Burj about the end of February 
the Infantry arrived, having marched 100 miles along the 
Wire Road which had been constructed by the Lgyptian 
Labour Corps, the wire netting being stretched and pegged on 
the sand. 
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In the early days of March the camp was on the beach 
near Sheikh ‘Gowaiid and this place had become a busy centre 
for all troops. Remounts and drafts arrived from Kantara, 
and with them Sergt.-Major Mason from ‘Tidworth, who 
eventually became Regimental-Sergt.-Major and distinguished 
himself in the charge at Huj, sabring two of the gunners and 


gaining the D.C.M. 


On March 21st, the Brigade trekked to a camp at Rafa, 
and for the first time crossed the Sinai-Palestine border, which 
is marked by a stone boundary post about every mile dividing 
Africa from Asia. 


Here the first Grand Palestine Race Meeting took place on 
the spot where, a few weeks before, the battle of Rafa was 
fought and won. 


‘The Prize for the “Sinai Grand National” a Cup presented 
by Lieut.-Gen. Sir P. Chetwode, with a Sweepstake added, fell 
to the Warwick Yeomanry, Capt. Gooch riding his own horse 
* Clautoi’’ to victory. ‘This horse had a remarkable career 
having started with the Regiment on board the torpedoed 
“ Wayfarer,’ and was wounded for the third time on the 
ground where he won the 24 mile Steeplechase a few weeks 
later. In the following March he won yet two more races on 
the plains of Gaza. 
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From Rafa a big reconnalsance was made towards Gaza, in 
which two Mounted Divisions took part. ‘The Brigade was on 
the right of the line. Saddling up at 2.45 a.m. they did not 
return to camp till 7.30 p.m. the distance covered being over 
40 miles. It was a Jong but interesting day, the change of 
scenery In a cultivated country being a relief after long weary 
months of glaring sand. 


Passing through the little village of Abbasan el Kebir the 
curious artificial looking hill called ‘Tel el Jemmi on the banks 
of the river Wadi Ghuzze came in sight, destined to be the 
best known landmark to the troops for many months to come. 


‘‘B”’ acted as Advance Squadron and was therefore one of 
the first (if not the first) of British troops to cross the famous 
Ghuzze, which was to be the dividing line between two 
contesting armies for the next seven months. 


After posts had been established in front a halt was made 
in the Wadi bed and horses watered. ‘I'wo ‘Troops advanced 
to Jemmi Hill to make observations after which a retirement 
was ordered. “D” Squadron under Capt. Gooch acting as 
rearguard came in for some distant scrapping, and an enemy 
aeroplane overtook the leading troops but only two slight 
casualties occurred. 
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Sketch by Lieut R. P. Prankerd. 
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From March to June, 1917, important developments in 
Gen. Murray’s plan of campaign occurred including the two 
actions fought at Gaza in March and April. 


The very snecessful action at Rafa had brought the scene 
of operations to the boundary of Palestine, and Gaza was now 
the immediate objective. Sir A. Murray describes how the 
operations to this point had been entirely dependent on the 
military railway which had been built across the sandy coastal 
tracks of the Sinai Peninsula from the Suez Canal. By the 
middle of March this line had reached Rafa—20 miles from 
Gaza, and 35 from Beersheba—the Turkish left flank. It was 
evident that the enemy intended to withdraw his troops without 
a fight from the Gaza-Beersheba line, and this it was important 
to prevent, while it was necessary to seize the intervening line 
of the Wadi Ghuzze in order to protect the railway. These 
two enterprises were the objects of the battle of Gaza, the third 
being the capture of Gaza and the cutting off of the garrision. 


The first two objects were attained, bnt the third failed. 


It was on March 26th that the first attack on Gaza began. 
The enemy's main body was stationed beyond the town, with 
detachments around the place and between there and 
Beersheba. ‘The first move was made with the Cavalry and 
Camel Corps. ‘lhe Anzac Mounted Division followed by the 
Imperial Mounted Division crossed the Wadi Ghuzze about 
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6 a.m. but their progress was delayed by dense fog till 8 a.m. 
which seriously affected subsequent operations. 


They however continued the advance, and one detachment 
captured the Commander of a Turkish Division while he was 
driving into Gaza. Meanwhile the Infantry had crossed the 
Wadi and took up a defensive position on the Sheikh Abbas 
ridge S.E. of Gaza. The S.W. side was occupied by the 53rd 
Division under Gen. Dallas, but came under very heavy fire 
and suffered severe losses. The attack was pressed with great 
vigour and by 4.30 p.m. several enemy positions were captured 
and some of the Infantry had penetrated into the town. 


Meanwhile Gen. Chetwode, commanding the Desert 
Column, threw the whole of the Anzacs Mounted Division, 
under Gen. Chauvel, against the North and N KE. of the town 
to assist the Infantry. The enemy positions were taken with 
great gallantry, and at the end of the day the whole of the 
Ali Muntar position had been carried. When darkness fell 
Gaza was enveloped, and the enemy had suffered heavy losses ; 
but their Relief Columns were moving up from the N.E. and 
S.E., the majority of the mounted troops had been unable to 
water their horses, and it was found necessary to withdraw 
the whole of the forces during the night. Before daylight they 
had again reached the west of the Wadi Ghuzze. 
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The result of the first battle of Gaza was reported to be the 
capture of 950 ‘'urkish and German prisoners and two 
Austrian field guns, and an estimate of 8,000 casualties 
amongst the enemy’s troops against 4,000 British casualties. 


Delay caused by fog and the waterless nature of the 
country prevented a successful operation becoming a complete 
disaster to the enemy. 


Extracts from Officers’ diaries describe the part taken by 
the Regiment in the action. ‘lhe Brigade forming part of the 
Imperial Mounted Division started on March 25th by an 
advance from Rafa along the shore to Der-el-Belah. After 
crossing the Wadi Ghuzze they took up a position on the Gaza- 
Beersheba road at Hill 472, with the object of preventing the 
enemy reinforcements from coming up from Sharia or 
Beersheba. At 2.30 a.m. on the 26th, a start was made with 
great difficulty owing to the darkness, but eventually they 
reached a point about nine miles 8.E. of Gaza, where they 
came within range of an enemy 5°7 gun whick inflicted several 
casualties in the Regiment. Capt. D. H. Smith-Ryland and 
Corp. Russel were dangerously wounded. 


Just before dark, Lieuts. Motion and Alan-Williams were 
sent out by the Brigadier with patrols, and returned to report 
the near approach of large numbers of Turks in column of 
route on the Gaza-Beersheba road. A ridge of ground was 
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immediately manned and fire opened with machine guns at 
about 2,400 yards, to which the enemy replied. Pte. Haggett 
was hit in the leg. 


The Regiment retired, toa previously reconnoitred position 
and later received orders to take up an outpost line on the 
right of the L.C.C., but at 2 a.m. the outpost line was with- 
drawn and the Regiment eventually returned to Belah, arriving 
about 7 a.m. ‘The men and horses were dead beat, and it was 
largely owing to the coolness and presence of mind of Major 
Watson that the force was safely extricated from a dangerous 
position without loss. A transport wagon was all that had to 
be abandoned. At dawn on the 27th the Turks had camped 
on the ground vacated by the Yeomanry at 2 a.m. 


Further details of the action are given by another Officer 
of “B” Squadron :— 


“Our Brigade moving from Rafa, reached the camp south of Deir el 
Belah, which is about half-way on the road to Gaza, on the night before 
the attack, and were on the move at 1.30 a.m. of the day following— 


March 26th, 1917. 


‘““Tt was a hopeless dawn, for the thickest fog we had met in 
Palestine enveloped us soon after we moved out. We seemed to go 
round in circles for hours, and troops from every direction loomed out 
of the fog. Eventually the sun pierced through the gloom and we 
found ourselves near the Ghuzze at Mendur. 
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‘Our particular job (Warwicks and Worcesters) was to cut off enemy 
reinforcements from Beersheba in the south-east, whilst the Infantry 
and Australian Light Horse were taking Gaza. 


“The Gloucesters were on the sea coast west of Gaza. As the day 
resulted this serious delay proved a great advantage to the enemy. 


‘“We watered at a pool between here and the main Gaza—Peersheba 
road, and, after crossing this, hid ourselves between grassy hills near 
Atawineh. about nine miles S.E. of Gaza. The Worcesters were on 
our left flank, and our “ D” Squadron on the right. 


“Tt was nearly 11 o’clock when the first big shell from ‘* Beersheba 
Bill” fell in our midst, and they had got our range to a nicety. We 
were dismounted, and sat chatting and smoking on the enjoyable soft 
turf. We were the advance squadron, with “C’’ Squadron about 130 
yards in rear. 


‘Poor Dennis Smith-Ryland fell mortally wounded with shrapnel 
in body and head ; one man was killed outright, two or three others 
wounded, and two horses killed. Michel) and another officer or two 
had wonderful escapes, being only saved by the body of a horse 
between them and Smith-Ryland. 


‘We immediately got orders to move, and took up several other 
positions, but though we were continually shelled all day until dusk 
no other casualties occurred from this gun which was firing from the 
Beersheba road about eight miles away. We were severely handicapped 
by the scarcity of our own planes, the Bosche airmen flying over as 
they pleased, and signalling every movement of ours to their gunners. 


“At mid-day Gen. Wiggin ordered me to take up a position ona 
hill 4-mile ahead facing S.E. My Troop galloped up to the flank of 
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the hill, dismounted and extended on the crest, leaving our led horses 
below. Here we lay till 5.45 p.m. when I could see Turkish reinforce- 
ments coming over a hill three miles off. ‘There appeared to be hordes 
of them marching in fours along the road. Young Kendrick of the 
Worcesters, with his machine gunners, close by on my right opened 
fire, and got the range successfully, compelling the Turks to extend. 
They continued to advance and opened fire but their bullets were 
mostly overs. Our men got some good rifle practice until the darkness 
began to fall, and a general retirement was ordered. It was nearly 
8 o’clock when we had all rallied and started on a five hours dark 
march in a westerly direction. 


‘Swinging north-east we at last dismounted within a very few miles 
of the eastern side of Gaza itself. It was a still dark night and 
whispered rumours went the round, no one knowing for certain how 
the day had gone or what were our orders. All available men were 
posted in a close line of dismounted sentries facing the enemy 
reinforcements, whilst the horses rested in rear, for we were in a 
ticklish position with the Turks in front and rear. On resuming the 
retirement the C.O. urged the greatest necessity for sharpness and 
stillness as the day was dawning and we were to be well clear of the 
Gaza neighbourhood before the enemy’s arrival. 


“ Eventually we got back to Deir el Belah, and reached our camp in 
the afternoon, but were on outpost duty on the Ghuzze all that night. 
We had seen very little actual fighting in this the first Gaza show, and 
the Regiment’s casualties had been slight (only six) while the total 
casualties of our forces were said to have been between three and four 
thousand. 


CaPT. H. D. SMITH-RYLAND. 
(Died of wounds, Gaza, March, 1917.) 
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‘“The Australian Light Horse had actually fought in the streets of 
Gaza and driven the Turks out on the north side, and yet retirement 
was ordered and the attack was a failure! 


‘It was a great shock to us all later to hear of the death of Dennis 
Smith-Ryland who succumbed to his wounds on April 7th. Always 
cheery under the roughest conditions, generous and open-hearted, he 
Was a great loss to the Regiment.” 


For a few weeks following the events of March 26th and 
27th, the whole Division remained at Belah, mainly occupied 
in outpost duty, guarding the right flank, but the enemy 
showed no signs of attack, and in the meantime reinforcements 
were being brought up, including eight tanks, in preparation 
for a renewed attack on Gaza. 


The operations commenced on April 17th by an advance 
of the whole force to the north of the Wadi Ghuzze about five 
miles east of Gaza. ‘The Brigade reached Jemmi on the 
evening of that day, and in the early morning took np a 
defensive line to protect the Infantry attacking Sheik Abbas. 
This was taken without much difficulty although one of the 
tanks was put out of action, and two others hit and burnt. 
The Brigade was relieved in the evening and returned to 
Jemmi. 


Next day they again advanced to the Wadi Baha and were 
ordered to join in the attack on the Attawineh Ridge which is 
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to the east of the Sheik Abbas. Having reached the Wadi, 
the Brigade dismounted and attacked the ridge on foot. 


Meanwhile the final attack had begun along the whole line 
with the bombardment of Ali Muntar, the guns of a French 
Battleship and two British Monitors co-operating from the sea. 
The 58rd Division took Samson Ridge about two miles south 
of Gaza, and thus gained the first objective, but the 52nd and 
54th were checked at Outpost Hill on the east and suffered 
considerably from heavy machine gun fire. At nightfall the 
positions gained were held and consolidated next day but it 
was decided nothwithstanding to abandon any further attack. 
The Cavalry held the line southwards to the Wadi Ghuzze. 


Although the capture of Gaza had not been achieved, Gen. 
Murray in his despatches considered the results of the action 
were toa great extent satisfactory, as all the ground gained 
was consolidated and the advanced position would facilitate 
further operations. 


The following details are taken from the Diary of an 
Officer of ‘““B” Squadron which suffered severely in the 
action :— 

“The Brigade had left Belah Camp at 4 p.m. on April 17th, and 
trekking to Tel el Jemmi, rested from 8 p.m. till midnight. Moving 
on to the junction of the Wadis Imleih and Sheria we held the 
ridges on the north side till the afternoon and then returned to Jemmi. 
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‘After a few hours rest, at 12.30 a.m. on Primrose Day we were off 
again to Wadi Imleih. 


‘*The dawn was just breaking when we arrived at the Wadi where 
we dismounted behind the white ruin of E] Magam, and just had time 
for a hasty breakfast. At 5.10 a.m. a heavy bombardment of the 
enemy’s lines could be heard and continued for three hours, and at 
8 o’clock our dismounted advance commenced. From the crest of the 
hill we had a fine view of the Infantry moving to attack and the first 
Tank rolling into action. 


“ Our Squadron (“B”) moved out in open ranks, being the centre 
of the three Squadrons. The 2nd in command and Junior Subaltern 
were ordered to be left from each Squadron with the led horses, which 
in our case meant Wheatley and myself, and it was with mixed 
feelings we watched Valintine, Alan-Williams and Drake moving off, 
the only Officers of the Squadron, as Motion had been left at Belah 
sick and Gilman was Galloper to the Brigade. 


‘““Having got the horses hidden ir. the valley we watched our 
Squadron until out of sight from the Magam ruin. About 10 a.m. we 
moved a mile or so up the Wadi to our right near the Field Ambulance, 
and soon after the Berks Yeomanry who had been kept in reserve 
came past galloping into action, which made us fear things were not 
going well in the front. 


“It was about 1.30 when Drake cantered up to where we were and 
told us that Valintine was badly wonnded, my Troop Sergt., Wheildon, 
killed and others, besides many wounded including himself. Although 
suffering from a bad wound in the leg Drake managed to remain 
mounted and rode back to Belah where his wound was attended to, 
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and a month later he was able to rejoin the Regiment. Wheildon had 
sat up to reload his rifle when he was shot in the head by a sniper. 
Alan-Williams was now the only officer left with ‘“ B” Squadron. 


‘“* Moving up nearer the firing line I met wounded officers and men 
tottering out of the danger zone, and familiar faces in the Regiment 
passed me, including Valintine on a stretcher, Townsend with a 
smashed wrist, Sergt. Bateman with a mangled hand and Sergt. 
Mackenna hit in the body. 


‘* All this was taking place at the head of a small nullah leading up 
to where the fighting was going on in the flat land beyond. Having 
found Col. Cheape, by his orders I sent back a message to Wheatley to 
come up, and clambered up a sandy nullah to get a view of the 
position. From this point the ground sloped gently towards the enemy 
and our thin line of yeomen could be seen lying on the ground some 
170 yards away. I got acrogs to Alan-Williams who was holding the 
remnants of our unfortunate squadron together and assured him of the 
immediate arrival of other officers. Wheatley and Gilman soon joined 
us about 2.30 p.m. and for the next four hours we lay exposed to the 
heaviest fire. There was not a vestige of cover and enemy snipers 
were hidden in the folds of ground below us, while their main body 
of Infantry were on our side of the Gaza-Beersheba road within a few 
miles of our position in the first Gaza attack. 


‘‘Hnemy planes were busy signalling our positions and shells and 
high explosives soon followed. Our C.O. and Major Watson were 
coolly walking about and continually assisting the medical bearers, 
seeming to have charmed lives amidst the rain of bullets. 


‘*- The heaviest fire of the enemy had begun about mid-day, and until 
then we had been slowly advancing without serious loss. 
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‘“A move up on our left flank was now ordered. Gooch's Squadron 
being on our right and the Bucks on our left. 


‘* Rifle fire had now lessened and shelling ceased, and as darkness 
was coming on, the order was given to retire by Squadrons as slowly 
and quietly as possible. We had to creep on our stomachs, but it was 
a big relief to drop over the top into the shelter of the little nullah. 


“The wounded still left here were got away into the main wadi and 
we followed to join the led horses. 


“The Warwicks reached camp at Mendur about 2 a.m. on the 20th. 


“Our casualties in the Regiment on the 13th amounted to about 33, 
out of which “B” Squadron had two officers wounded and 20 men 
killed or wounded, being one third of the number that left Magam that 
morning. 

“Though certain ridges were captured round Gaza, the day was 
another failure, and our forces suffered over 12,000 casualties.” 


In a despatch dated April 21st, 1917, Col. Cheape men- 
tioned the following for special distinction in the action on 
April 19th at the Wadi Baha :— 

2nd-Lieut, Alan-Williams who when his Squadron Leader 


and the other officers were wounded, took over command and 
acted with great coolness and skill at a very critical time. 


Lieut. H. Higson and 2nd-Lieut. J. I. Greensitt for excellent 
work throughout the action. 


Sergts. A. Worth and John R. Billing; L/[Corps. KE. G. 
Bermejo and H. Penn ; Ptes. A. L. Crouch, A. U. Betteridge and 
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E. B. Bowen ; Corp. L. T. London and L|Corp. E. G.Trenfield for 
marked ability throughout the action, and for example and 
devotion to duty which helped to hold off the Turkish counter- 
attack till the Berks. Yeomanry came up in support on the left. 


In a further despatch dated June 17th, the following were 
mentioned for good work done during the period May 1st to 
May 31st, 1917 :— 


Major A. C. Watson (7th Hers.) 2nd in command of the 
Regiment since September, 1916, for his great assistance to the 
Colonel during the whole period. 


Capt. R. Valintine for excellent work throughout since he 
came out with the Regiment. He was wounded in the action on 
April 19th. 

R.QV.M.S. Charles W. Pardoe, S.S.M. W. Nixon, Sergt. G. 
Clark, and Corp. J. H. Steele all of whom came out with the 
Regiment, for exceptionally good work the whole time. 

S.S.M. W. Nixon and S.S.M. J. R. Tait were recommended 
for the Military Medal for general good work throughout the 
operations in Sinai and Palestine from April, 1916 to July, 1917. 


A further list of mentions was sent in on Sept. 8th, chiefly 
in connection with the Battles of Gaza and included :-— 


Lieut. J. B. Rodger, M.C., for good patrol work at the second 
Battle of Gaza, April 19th, 1917. 


Lieut. J. Black, (Adjt.) for great assistance to the Colonel on 
April 19th. He carried out his duties under continuous fire with 
total disregard to his own safety. 
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Sergt-Maj. C. W. Pardoe was again specially mentioned for 
great skill in organization during the first Battle of Gaza on 
March 26th. 


Pte. R. H. Barfoot, Stretcher Bearer during second Battle of 
Gaza, April 19th, for great bravery in removing wounded under 
fire. 


Corp. T. K. Vickers for great gallantry as advanced scout in 
a reconnaisance at Kherbit-erk on April 17th and again on April 
19th. 


L|Corpe W. Lindley for great gallantry and devotion to duty 
while in command of a Hotchkiss gun on April 19th. During 
the counter-attack by the Turks after having two of his team 
wounded he carried on by himself greatly assisting the Squadron 
to retain its position. 


After the second Battle of Gaza there was little change in 
the general position for over six months. ‘The Brigade retired 
to El Shauth at the extreme southern flank of the line, and 
dug trenches, waiting for attack from the enemy which never 
developed, and, after a week’s stay, no one was sorry to leave 
the place, as the heat was intense, and digging a hard job for 
the men weary with the strain of many weeks past. 


An easier time followed from May 8rd to the 28th, with 
camps at Beni Sela, EK] Marakeb, and at Abbasan el Kebir, 
although the last named spot was the worst camping ground 
the Regiment had experienced, on a flat plain fully exposed to 


106 THE WARWICKSHIRE YEOMANRY IN THE GREAT WAR. 


the hot wind which blew incessantly covering the shacks with 
dirty sand and flies. 


During the month numerous successful raids were made 
in the neighbourhood of Gamli, to the south-west of Beersheba, 
to assist the Camel Corps and Royal Engineers in the work of 
smashing up the Turkish railway line between Asluj and 
Hadaj, thereby cutting off the enemy’s line of communication 
to the south. In one long raid to Khalasa the Brigade 
captured a considerable number of Turks with camels and 
booty. | 


There were rumours at this time that the Brigade was to 
have a long rest and refitment by the sea, which was much 
wanted as the ranks were being seriously depleted by dysentry 
and septic sores, but the report was ill-founded and they were 
now ordered to proceed to hold the El Ghabi redoubts, which 
meant another month to be passed in those desolated posts. 


On May 28th the Warwicks were on the extreme southern 
position, with enemy country stretching for miles across the 
flat towards Khalasa. They occupied the X., Y., Z. redoubts 
with “D,” “B” and “C”’ Squadrons in that order. ‘The 
remainder of the Brigade were on the Ghuzze, and the three 
Warwick squadrons had to provide patrols on the Ghuzze in 
rotation. Except for occasional visits of enemy planes there 
was no serious attack and no casualties occurred. 
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CASUALTIES, JANUARY—JUNE, 1917. 


Rank and Name. Date and Nature uf Casualty. 
Capt. H. D. Smith-Ryland Wounded 25.3.17, died of wounds 7.4.17 

, E.G. Pemberton Wounded Rafa 9.1.17 
2nd-Lieut. K. F. Ware ss 9 ” 
Capt. R. Valintine i Gaza 19.4.17 
Lieut. F. A. Drake - ¥ ” 

5 C. W. Townsend a - sy 
L/Corp. Barnard, E. A. , Rafa 9.1.17 
Pte. Briscoe, G. H. a ‘ ‘6 

» Brown, A. as - ” 
Sergt. Butson, C. P. es 3 - 
Pte. Bangham, J. a “s a 

» Bloye, EK. T. ‘i _ % 
L/Corp. Carley, J. E. re sg . 
Pte. Cox, G. H. : ‘9 99 

” Cope, T. 9 ” 9 
Corp. Davy, J. W. - + ” 
Pte. Eaves, J. + 9 ” 

» Falconbridge, A. = - - 

a Hinks, C. 99 ”9 ” 

» Inscoe, C. L. ‘3 ‘5 ” 
Corp. King, A. . ” 9 
Pte. Kingdom, J. << - ai 

,, Lea, W. H. “ :; 5 

96 Lewis, Pr. C. > *9 9 ” 

», Marsden, J. ‘5 * ” 

», Nicholas, J. si - - 

»» Pallett, O. A. a ” ” 

» Pargeter, T. i % ” 

», Robinson, D. C. ; 9 ” 
L/Corp. Richardson, A. és ‘ ‘3 

a) Smith, T. G. 9 99 ” 
Pte. Turner, A. G. rr) 9 ” 
Sergt. Ward. A. W. = 9 ” 


Pte. Webster, C. A. <3 | ” ” 
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Rank and Name. Date and Nature of Casualty. 
Pte. Wyatt, H. Wounded Rafa 9.1.17 
»» Hopkins, J. ‘s e . 
» Hill, L. D. ‘4 9 ” 
SS. Corp. Hands, H. Killed in action “s +5 


. Pte. Tyacke, W. H. 
» Taylor, F. 


99 99 99 


99 *9 99 
Sergt. Gibney, P. A. Died of wounds se 56 
Pte. Northover, T. V. ¥ El Arish 12.1.17 

» Silman, H. G. ‘3 Cairo 25.1.17 
Corp. Bateman, 8. Wounded Gaza 19.4.17 
Pte. Bruce, W. D. - “3 - 

» Ball, W. ” 9 
L/Corp. Downes, A. L. “ - 7 
Pte. Fincher, A. a _ +s 

9 Hall, A. ” 9 9 

» Johnson, H. 45 33 3 

», Labrahaim, P. W. Shell shock es 21.3.17 
Sergt. MacKenna Wounded _ 19.4.17 
Pte. Powell, W. A. 3 - 26.3.17 

» Reeve, E. J. ‘ - 19.4.17 
L/Corp. Sanders, F. - as < 
Pte. Swiftsure, C. J. 5 - ‘9 

» Walton, G. is es <i 
S.S. Ward, J. F. - - 26.3.17 
Sergt. Wheildon, J. Killed in action a 19.4.17 
Pte. Greeley, S. ” - ‘ 
Corp. Harwood, H. W. Ge - 
L/Corp. Jackson, A. J. a - - 

a Waters, R. W. ¥ % i 
- Russell, G. H. Died of wounds FE] Arish 24.17 
Pte. Cox, F. W. 7 ss 20.4.17 
» Hubbard, A. J. xe Alexandria  24.4.17 
» Manton, A. H. ks Deir el Belah 28.4.17 


L/Corp. Smith, A. 8. ‘ Alexandria 4.5.17 


CHAPTER V. 
JUNE—DECEMBER, 1917. 
PALESTINE. 

GENERAL ALLENBY’S CAMPAIGN. 


HE position of affairs in the spring of 1917, after the 
second unsuccessful attack on Gaza, led to many 
changes in commands. Up to this time the operations had 
been conducted under the superintendence of Gen. Sir A. 
Murray, with Maj.-Gen. Dobell in immediate command of the 
forces on the frontier. Owing to ill health Maj.-Gen. Dobell 
was superseded by Lieut.-Gen. Sir Philip Chetwode, who had 
hitherto led the Desert Column in the advance across the 
desert, bnt on Gen. Allenby taking personal control, Gen. 
Chetwode was appointed to command the 20th Corps in the 
coming campaign. Lieut.-Gen. Sir H. G. Chauvel took Gen. 
Chetwode’s place as Commander of the Desert Column, thence- 
forth to be composed. of Cavalry and Horse Artillery only, and 
called the ‘‘ Desert Mounted Corps.” 


The 5th Mounted Brigade was now under the command of 
Brig.-Gen. P. D. Fitzgerald, D.S.O., who succeeded Brig.- 
Gen. Wiggin in April. He had for his Brigade-Major a 
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Warwickshire man—Capt. Douglas Beech, M.C. (20th Hrs), 
son of Colonel Beech who formerly commanded the Warwick- 
‘ shire Yeomanry. Capt. Beech had served in the same capacity 
for a short time under Gen. Wiggin, and continued with the 
Brigade under Brig-Gen, Kelly from November, 1917 till 
April, 1918. Under the new arrangement of the forces the 
Brigade retained its position as part of the Australian Mounted 
Division, which Maj.-Gen. Sir H. Hodgson was appointed to 
command. 


In June, 1917, Gen. Sir E. H. Allenby was appointed to 
succeed Gen. Sir A. Murray as Commander-in-Chief of the 
Egyptian Expeditionary Force, and the reorganisation of the 
Army was then completed. The force, largely augmented by 
Artillery and Infantry, was formed into two Infantry Corps of 
three Divisions each. 


The 10th (Irish) and the 60th (London) Divisions were 
brought from Salonica, while the 75th, which consisted of 
Indian Troops and West of England Territorials, was formed 
from Units already in the country. 


The 20th Corps (under Lieut.-Gen. Sir P. Chetwode) com- 
prised the 10th, 58rd and 74th (dismounted Yeomanry) 
Divisions with the 60th (attached). 


Lhe 2]st Corps (under Lieut.-Gen. Bulfin) included the 
52nd, 54th and 75th Divisions. | 


REORGANIZATION OF THE FORCKR. lll 


The Cavalry Corps, now officially named the ‘“ Desert 
Mounted Corps”’ (under the command of Lieut.-Gen. 
Sir Harry Chauvel) was made up of three Divisions as - 
follows :— 


I. The New Zealand and Australian, known as the 
‘‘Anzac’’? Division, under Maj.-Gen. Sir E. 
Chaytor, included the 1st and 2nd Australian 
Light Horse and the New Zealand Brigades. 


Il. he Australian Mounted Division (under Maj.-Gen. 
Sir H. Hodgson) was composed of the 8rd and 
4th A.L.H. and the 5th Mounted Brigade (the 
Warwick, Worcester and Glos. Yeomanry.) 


III. The Yeomanry Division (under Maj.-Gen. Barrow) 
included three Yeomanry Brigades— 6th (Dorset 
Bucks. and Berks.) 8th (London) and the 22nd 
(Staffs., Lincoln and East Yorks.) 


The Corps Reserve consisted of the 7th Mounted Brigade 
(the Sherwood Rangers, S. Notts. and Herts. Yeo.) and 
the Imperial Camel Corps, while the (Indian) Imperial 
Service Cavalry Brigade formed part of the Army 
Troops. 


A Brigade of Horse Artillery was attached to each Division. 
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The whole force numbered about 76,000 with 550 guns, 
while the Turkish Armies opposed were estimated at neue 
49,000 with 360 guns. 


On July 7th General Allenby inspected the Regiment, and 
shortly after this the long delayed rest actually commenced. 
For the next three months the Brigade was back on the coast 
at EK] Marakeb, and at El Arish. The camp at Marakeb was 
on the sea flank of the sand dunes, and here they remained 
till August 14th, enjoying an easy time, with few parades, and 
plenty of amusement to relieve the monotony of the soldier’s 
life. Concerts were popular especially those given by the 
H.A.C. Pierrot Party, whose performances were always well 
patronized by officers and men. At the end of July the 
Gloucesters had some excellent sports in which the Warwicks 
won the Inter-Regimental Tug-of-War. ‘The Warwicks had 
their Regimental Sports on August 7th, and the Brigade Sports 
on the 9th were a great success. 


Large quantities of stores were at this time being landed 
in surf boats, and beached near Belah, in preparation for the 
next offensive. 


Suddenly unexpected orders were received for the Brigade 
to be sent back all the way to El Arish, which involved _a three 
days march via Rafa and EK] Burj. The retirement was called 
the “ Flight into Egypt,” and fears were entertained by many 


THE BRIGADE AT GAMLI. 113 


that the Brigade might never return eastwards. After camping 
near the old January quarters on the Wadi, they moved to what 
proved to be an unhealthy spot near the sea, and there remained 
till the end of September, mostly occupied in musketry 
training and galloping trenches. 


The next trek was from E] Arish to a dusty camp 23 miles 
from Gamli, and here there was a very busy month in store 
for the Brigade. Having arrived on October 4th, they were 
inspected on the 6th by Gen. Allenby, and the duties assigned 
to them were to furnish a line of outposts on the flat plain 
beyond the Wadi Ghuzze south of Imleih, which meant a trek 
of eight or ten miles before the work of the day began. The 
Wadi was occupied by a mass of Infantry, and a large force 
was collected round Shellal, which had to be protected. 
Beyond the line of outposts on the far side of the Wadi, at no 
great distance, a large force of ‘lurks were in camp, and their 
movements were daily watched and reported on by patrols 
from the Brigade. 


They frequently came in contact with small parties ot the 
enemy, and on one occasion an incident occurred which is 
worth recording as the first time for many months that any of 
the Brigade were taken prisoners. A Sergt. and three men of 
a Gloucester outpost were in pursuit of a suspicious looking 
Bedouin, riding on a camel towards the Turkish lines, but 
after following him into a hilly part of country they discovered 
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the fugitive had led them into a trap; and, on their dis- 
mounting to secure him, they were immediately surrounded 
by the enemy who took three of the party prisoners, the fourth 
managing to remount and escape. It was not long however 
before the remainder of the Troop had their revenge. With 
Lieut. R. Wilson in charge, they were housed in a ruined 
building, before daybreak at a spot where Turkish patrols were 
likely to pass, armed with a Hotchkiss and rifles. The plan 
was successfully carried out, with the result that many Turks 
were killed and wounded, and Lieut. Wilson got his M.C. 


The Brigade remained at Gamli until October 27th, 
occupied all the time in outpost and patrol duty. On the 8th 
some enemy planes visited the camp, and one was brought 
down by the guns of the Warwicks near the Wadi, the pilot 
(a German) being taken prisoner. 


Capt. Wheatley went home on leave on the 14th, and Lieut. 
Alan-Williams was in command of ‘“B’’ Squadron, while, 
in the temporary absence of Capt. Stafford, Lieut. Joynson 
took over “C.” Lieuts. Michell and Clifton returned from 
courses of instruction. 


Lieuts. Gilman, Mercer, and Greensitt were sent to Essani 
to join the 7th Brigade in a reconnaisance south of Beersheba, 
but returned on the 18th. On that day the three squadrons 
were engaged in a reconnaisance in which ‘“D” Squadron 
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came in for a good deal of shelling and rifle fire, and Sergt. 
Lindley and Pte. Tayson were slightly wounded. 


On October 22nd, Lieut. Drake who, in July, had returned 
from hospital recovered from his wound at Gaza, was appointed 
Adjutant of the Regiment in the place of Capt. Black, who 
was made Area Commandant at Essani; and Lieut. Armstrong 
was sent as Intelligence Officer to Divisional Headquarters. 


The strength of the Regiment at this time was 19 Officers 
and 379 O.R’s. | 


Col. Cheape in command, with Major A, C. Watson 2nd 
in command. 

Adjutant: Capt. Drake. 

“B” Squadron commanded by Capt. R. Valintine, with 
Lieuts. Alan-Williams, Mercer and R. Gilman as 
Junior Officers. 

“C” Squadron under Capt. Stafford, with Lieuts. C. 
Joynson, Michell and King. 

“PD” Squadron under Capt. Gooch, with Lieuts. Rodgers, 
Prankerd and Clifton. 

Lieuts. Motion, Higson and Greensitt were in hospital. 


Lieut. Carr was acting as Signalling Officer, and Lieut. 
Armstrong as Intelligence Officer on Division. 

Capt. Pemberton was appointed Intelligence Officer to the 
Yeomanry Division in September. 
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From Gamli, on October 23rd, the Regiment was ordered 
to march to Goz el Basal, where the Gloucesters who had taken 
up a line of outposts were being heavily attacked, and Lieut. 
C. Joynson with ‘‘C”’ Squadron was sent to support them. 
The enemy were forced to retire to the Wadi Hanafish, and, 
on return to camp, Lieut. Joynson received a telegram from 
the G.O.C. complimenting him on the able manner he had 
handled his squadron. 


On October 28th, the Brigade moved to Khalssa, and from 
here “ D”’ Squadron of the Warwicks carried out a successful 
reconnaisance in the direction of the south-west defences of 
Beersheba. Capt. Goooh who was in command gave a personal 
report to the G.O.C. at British Headquarters, where final pre- 
parations were being made for the forthcoming operations. 


The most important phase in the campaign was about to 
commence, leading to a series of brilliant victories which drove 
the enemy back into Palestine, and culminated in the capture 
of Jerusalem. 


General Allenby’s despatches explain the general situation, 
and his plan of operations :— 


‘The Turks were occupying a line from the sea at Gaza to Sharia ; 
and about four miles beyond were the defences of Beersheba, covering 
their left flank. Sharia was the centre of attack, but the capture of 
Beersheba was a necessary preliminary to the main operations, in order 
to secure the water supply at that place, and to give room for deploy- 
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ment of the attacking force on the high ground north and north-east 
of Beersheba. As soon as Beersheba was in our hands, we should have 
an open flank against which to operate, and fall use could be made of 
our mounted troops.” 


The attack on Beersheba was fixed for October 31st, seven 
days before this the railway was begun from the Ruilhead at 
Shellal south of Gaza towards Karm on the road to Beersheba, 
and another light line from Gamli eastwards to E1 Buggar, the 
construction being carried on under cover of Yeomanry outposts. 


On the 27th, the Turks attacked Karm with a strong force, 
but were repulsed with heavy loss after a gallant fight by 
London Yeomanry supported by Infantry; and on the same 
day the bombardment of the Gaza defences commenced and 
continued to the 30th, assisted by British and French ships, 
although the actual attack was deferred till after the fall of 
Beersheba. 


At this time Gen. Allenby’s forces were disposed as 
follows :—Mounted Troops at Asluj, Khalasa, and about 
Shellal; and Infantry at Essani, and between Fara and 
Beersheba, the extreme left being six miles from Beersheba on 
the Beersheba-Gaza road. 


The troops immediately before Gaza included West Indian 
and Italian contingents acting with the 21st Corps. 
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The Mounted Troops on the night of October 30th, marched 
from Khalasa 33 miles, and at daybreak on the 31st, reached 
the hills about five miles N.E. of Beersheba, from which 
position the approach to the town lay over an open plain. 
Meanwhile the Infantry arrived on the south-west side. 


Dismounted Yeomanry, operating with the 60th Division, 
attacked with great dash, and gained the whole line of defences, 
while Mounted Yeomanry on their right kept touch with the 
Australian and New Zealand Mounted Troops on the east and 
north-east of the town. Fighting lasted all day, the attempts 
to advance in small parties across the plain making slow 
progress, and towards evening the Turks still held the trenches 
one mile east of the town, but about 6 p.m., in growing dark- 
ness, the 4th Australian L.H. under Gen. Grant made a 
brilliant charge. Galloping over the trenches and riding down 
all resistance, they completed the capture of the town, securing 
1,200 prisoners and 14 guns. __ By following up their success 
at a racing pace through the streets they effectually prevented 
all chance of a rally of the retreating Turks, and the 
Commander (Ismet Bey) only just escaped a few minutes 
before the final charge in a motor car. 


During these operations the 5th Mounted Brigade, which 
had marched up from Khalasa, acted as reserve to the Anzac 
Division. The Warwicks were attacked by a Taube which 
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inflicted some casualties including Pte. V. C. Perry killed, and 
Sergt. lozer and L/Corp. Harper (attached to the Regiment) 
wounded. Capt. Valintine, who had just returned from leave 
and taken over ‘‘B”’ Squadron, was slightly wounded, and 
also Capt. Steele, M.O. and L/Corp. Johnson, but all three 
were able to remain with the Regiment. Col. Cheape had a 
narrow escape, a bomb falling within a few yards of him 
killing his servant’s horse. 


The Brigade moved up to Beersheba in the evening and 
camped just outside the town. Next morning they took up a 
line of outposts to the north, and collected a lot of prisoners 
who had been unable to keep up with the retreating Turks. 


A very strong position had thus been taken with slight loss, 
and the Turkish detachment at Beersheba almost completely 
put out of action. The success had laid open the left flank of 
the main Turkish position for a decisive blow. — 


According to plan, and in order to draw off the Turkish 
reserves and facilitate the main attack on Sharia, the time had 
arrived for a further advance on Gaza, and this was arranged 
for the morning of November 2nd, on which day Umbrella 
Hill was taken, and the whole of the first line of defences to 
the sea. The complete occupation of the place was deferred 
until the 7th, pending the main attack on the right. 
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Meanwhile the force at Beersheba was moved forward on 
November Ist into the hills to the north of the town. 


Mounted Troops including the 5th Mounted Brigade pushed 
up the Hebron Road to within four miles of Dhaheriyeh, while 
the Infantry advanced north-west of the town facing 
Kauwukah. 


For 48 hours there was some stiff fighting in the hill 
country, and the Brigade came in for a good deal of shell fire. 
The horses were without water the whole time, and there was 
barely enough drinking water for the men. 


In the attack on Tel Khuweilfeh they co-operated with 
the Anzac Division, the Warwicks acting in support. On the 
4th the Worcesters came into action round Ras-el-Nagb. 


After holding a night outpost line on the night of the 
3rd—4th, the Warwicks moved befure dawn into a deep valley 
near Khuweilfeh where they remained in support. In changing 
their position two troops of ‘““B” Squadron were bombed by 
aeroplanes, and five men wounded. ‘The Turks were developing 
an attack on the ridges round Nagb, and the Worcesters 
required support. ‘‘B” Squadron under Capt. Valintine was 
sent up to reinforce Maj. Albright on his right flank, and 
assisted in holding up a determined attack till after dark, 
infticting severe casualties on the enemy. After evacuating 
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the wounded they withdrew with the Worcesters, having been 
relieved by the Anzacs, and reached Beersheba on the morning 
of November 5th. 


Immediately on their return the Regiment was again 
ordered up to support the right flank against a connter-attack 
by the Turks. The Colonel with “C” and ‘‘D’’ Squadrons 
under Capts. Stafford and Gooch, reinforced the line held by 
Capt. Lord Hampton’s squadron of the Worcesters and Capt. 
Cripp’s of Gloucesters, returning after dark to Beersheba. 


The casualties in the Regiment were one N.C.O. (Sergt. 
Tyrell) killed, and 19 O.R’s. wounded, of whom one (Pte. H. 
Cooper) died of wounds. The names appear in the list of 
casualties later. Eleven horses were killed, 18 wounded and 
two missing. 


In the engagements of the 3rd-4th November, Capt. 
Steele, M.O., assisted by Corps, Cripp, Shaw and Baugh did 
exceptionally good work in evacuating the wounded under 
difficult circumstances, and great credit was given to all ranks 
of ‘*B” Squadron for the able manner in which they supported 
the Worcesters in driving off the determined attacks of the 
enemy. 


Arrangements were now complete for a further advance, 


and on November 6th, the attack on the Sharia defences began 
with the object of piercing the enemy’s line. On that day the 
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10th and 60th Divisions penetrated the Kauwnukah position, 
but it was not till the following day that the Tel-el-Sharia was 
finally taken. 


At the same time about two miles north of Beersheba, the 
58rd Division completed the capture of Khuweilfeh, assisted 
by Mounted Troops after severe fighting, the enemy’s object 
being to cut off the water supply at Beersheba, and thereby 
prevent Gen. Allenby’s turning movement. By the afternoon 
of the 7th, the 60th Division had completed their attack on the 
Sharia defences, and in the evening the 5th Mounted Brigade, 
which had previously marched to a position three miles south, 
came up to support a further advance. They moved to the 
. Wadi Sharia, and were preparing to gallop a position about two 
miles ahead, where the Infantry had been held up. The 
Warwicks and Gloucesters were in column of half-squadrons, 
with the Worcesters in support, but, owing to darkness coming 
on, the order was cancelled and the Brigade proceeded to 
bivouack on the edge of the Wadi Sharia. 


The general situation on November 7th was that all 
positions up to Abu Hareira had been taken, while from Sharia 
the right connected with the force at Khuweilfeh. 


On the extreme left the capture of Gaza, was completed 
that day. At midnight on the 6th the whole of the works 
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outside the town were taken, and the Infantry pushed forward 
and carried the Atawineh position on November 7th. 


The Turks were now defeated and in full retreat all along 
the line, although from the flank near Gaza on the coast-line 
their retirement, facilitated by open plain and railway com- 
munication, was considerably quicker than north of Beersheba. 


Karly next morning the pursuit began. To quote from 
Gen. Allenby’s despatches :—‘ During the 8th the advance 
was continued, and attempts were made to cut off if possible 
the Turkish rear guards which had held the Atawineh position. 
They fought stubbornly and offered considerable opposition.” 
The Cavalry and the 60th Division were chiefly engaged in the 
pursuit in this sector, the Anzacs moving towards Bureir with 
the Australian Mounted Division on the left. Bir-el-Jemameh 
was entered by the Ist Brigade, and the valuable water supply 
at that place secured. Meanwhile the Australian Mounted 
Division, with the 60th Division, pushed on, and about 3 p.m., 
on approaching Huj, came under heavy fire from concealed 
batteries of the enemy. It was at this point that ‘‘a fine 
charge by squadrons of Warwick and Worcester Yeomanry 
captured twelve guns and broke the resistance of a hostile rear 
guard.” 


November 8th, 1917, will always remain a red letter day in 
the annals of the Warwickshire Yeomanry, and of their gallant 
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comrades the Worcesters who shared the honours of the 
famous charge at Huj, a performance characterised by Gen. 
Shea, in his report of the action, as “worthy of the best 
traditions of the British Cavalry.”’ 


‘The following details are from Col. Cheape’s despatch, and 
from the diary of the Adjutant, Capt. Drake, who rode by the 
side of the gallant Colonel on that day, and six months’ later, 
was destined to share his fate. 


The Warwick Yeomanry less one squadron (‘‘ D”’) and two 
troops, numbering 18 Officers and 223 O.R’s. saddled up at 
4.45 a.m. and moved with the rest of the Brigade in a north 
north-east direction from their bivouac on the Wadi Sharia. 
Ou arrival at the railway line, close to Head Quarters of the 
Division, the Worcesters were sent on in advance and took up 
a position just south of Kh Shutewiy-el-Ossiby. 


““B” Squadron of the Warwicks under Capt. Valintine were 
ordered to fillup the gap between the Worcesters and the 60th 
Division and to work in conjunction with both. It was then 
9.30 a.m. and shortly afterwards the remainder of the 
Regiment came up to the same position. 


By 10 a.m. the Infantry had advanced to Muntaret-el- 
Baghl, and the Warwick and Worcester Yeomanry to Kh-el- 
Kofkhah, the Australians working in conjunction on the right. 
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The advance was so rapid that it was difficult to keep up 
communication with the Brigade, but at 11.30 orders were got 
through by signal for the Battery, sand carts and water to be 
sent up. Artillery targets were found to be good, but the 
advance was checked for half-an-hour by the enemy’s heavy 
fire from a ridge about 2 mile to the north-north-west. 


Major Watson was sent to the Australians to get them to 
work round on the right, and at the same time the Warwicks 
opened fire with machine guns, enabling the advance to be 
continued, and the ridge overlooking the Huj position was 
occupied about 12.15. 


From this point Col. Cheape was able to make a personal 
reconnaisance of the ground in front; the enemy position 
being about two miles away. While so engaged a message 
was conveyed to him by Capt. Drake from. the G.O.C., 60th 
Division (Maj.-Gen. Shea) with orders to attack the enemy who 
were falling back on the Huj position. | 


Major Watson was again sent to explain the situation to 
the Australians, and the order was carried out at once in con- 
junction with a Squadron of the Worcesters. Just below the 
ridge ‘“‘ B” and “C” Squadrons joined up in column of half- 
squadrons with the Worcesters on the right and proceeded at 
the trot straight for Huj. A terrific fire was opened on them 
by the enemy from field guns, machine guns and rifles at a 
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very short range. The Colonel gave the order to charge, and 
‘‘B” Squadron being in advance was led by its gallant Com- 
mander (Capt. Valintine) through what was decribed as “an 
absolute inferno of shells” right on to the Turkish Field 
Battery firing at point blank range, while Col. Cheape accom- 
panied by the Adjutant took ‘‘“C”’ Squadron (Capt. Stafford) 
and worked round on the extreme right of the position, the 
Worcesters acting between them and the other squadron. 


“Tt was a thrilling twenty minutes,’’ wrote one who was 
with “*C’’ Squadron ‘but Valintine’s lot were in the hottest 
place of all.’”’ ‘“B’ Squadron, though suffering many casualties, 
took the guns and position, and sabred all tke gunners, while 
the Worcesters charged in on their right, and cleared the ridge 
taking three machine guns. 


At the same time the Colonel with “C” Squadron had 
galloped round the ridge on the right and captured four camel 
guns, three 5°9 puns, and many prisoners. 


DETAILS AND PLAN OF ATTACK. 


By the kind permission of the Editor I am able to reproduce 
a Diagram of the Attack which appeared in the “Cavalry 
Journal’ of October, 1921, with notes explaining the details 
from a report of a Senior Officer present on the occasion :— 
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‘From the south-west end of Ridge A, position marked (1) the 
hostile guns could not be seen, but were apparently firing from about 
1,200 yards away, behind a small crest. Ridge A appeared to offer a 
covered approach for a flank attack, and accordingly the Warwick and 
Worcester Yeomanry moved round in line of troop columns under its 
shelter to position (2), from where it was seen that a hostile battery 
was in action at position (3), about 900 yards distant, with open 
ground in between. 


“The dust raised by this movement had drawn the attention of the 
enemy, and he swung round two guns to counter the attack. Fortu- 
nately his shooting was erratic and little harm was done. A halt was 
made for the moment at position (2), but the force came immediately 
under a heavy fire from hostile Infantry on Ridge C, about 600 yards 
away. a 


‘The leading squadron of the Worcesters, under Maj. Albright, was 
at once ordered to form ‘ half squadrons’ and to charge this position ; 
the order was rapidly carried out, the enemy ceasing fire and retreating, 
leaving many men on the ground killed by the sword. This squadron 
had been told not to pursue, as the guns were their real objective. 


“Capt. Valintine’s squadron of the Warwicks now formed column 
of the half-squadrons extended and went straight for the guns, coming 
under a hail of shell fire, and rifle and machine-guns bullets 
immediately they topped the Ridge A. They were closely supported 
slightly in echelon, by the remaining two troops of the Worcesters 
under Lieut. Edwards. 


“The distance was about 800—1000 yards down a steep slope and 
up the other side, with the last 100—150 yards very steep indeed. 
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Major Albright had quickly and gallantly rallied and re-formed his 
squadron and came on a moment later, the combined attack being 
completely successful, sweeping over the guns and reaching the top of 
the ridge in rear of them. The enemy, however. continued firing his 
guns and casualties were heavy. Most of the officers were casualties 
ar.d it was impossible to organize a pursuit, so that many escaped who 
should have been captured, had any body of supporting troops been 
available. 


“Just before position (2) had been reached, Turkish guns were seen 
retreating to the north, and Lieut.-Col. Cheape took the remaining two 
troops of the Warwicks with him in order to intercept them; this he 
successfully accomplished, taking a complete battery of 5:9 in. howitzers. 


“Qur casualties were very heavy, partly owing to the unavoidable 
lack of any fire support, but the operation was complete in a few 
minutes, and is a wonderful example of the power of the mounted 
attack to gain a rapid decision.” 


Col. Preston in his account of the action, mentions the 
fact that 


‘‘ This was the first time our troops had ‘got home’ properly with 
the modern cavalry thrusting sword.” 


The result of the action proved the advantage gained by the Sth 
Mounted Brigade being armed with swords. Of the six mounted 
Brigades at this time engaged in the pursuit only the Sth and 7th were 
so armed, and the four Australian Light Horse Brigades were thus 
severely handicapped for want of an arme blanche weapon.” 
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Having taken the position, the Colonel rallied all the men 
he had at his disposal to hold it, the supports being some 
miles back. Major Watson did the same on the left flank, 
while Capt. Herbert (16th M.G. Squadron) turned the German 
machine guns on the retreating enemy. It was greatly to be 
regretted that more troops were not available to follow up the 
success, but eventually two guns of the 16th M.G. Squadron 
were sent up just in time to prevent the enemy from saving 
their 5°9 gun, the third captured, which could not be brought 
In at once. 


Fearing a counter-attack, messages were dispatched for 
Mounted Troops to be sent up in support, and Col. Scott 
arrived with a squadron of Australian Light Horse, followed 
by a Brigade of the 60th Division at 3 p.m., which took over 
the whole line, and enabled the Yeomanry to collect their dead 
and wounded. 


Shortly afterwards the Corps Commander—Ma)j.-Gen. 
Chauvel—arrived, and complimented the men and officers on 
their achievement. 


Casualties in the Regiment were reported as follows :— 
3 Officers and 20 O.R’s. wounded, of whom several subse- 


quently died, and 13 O.R’s. killed. 45 horses were reported 
killed. 
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Officers wounded :—Capt. R. Valintine (afterwards died) 
Lieut. A. C. Alan-Williams. 
Lieut. R. J. Gilman. 


O.R’s. killed ;—Sergts. L. J. Lambert, G. F. Plummer, and J. E. 
Pearson. 
Corps. C. J. Shrieve, and H. Kyte. 
Ptes. E. C. Kendrick, J. W. Smith, J. W. Bourne, 
A. H. Adams, W. A. Saul, F. W. Sprules, S/S. 
W. Stacey, and H. H. Farr (died of wounds). 


O.R’s wounded :—Sergt. A. Hill; Corps. 8S. L. Hough, J. Lindon, 
and H. Simmons. 
Ptes. J. D. Haydon, C. L. Carter, W. Tracey, H. L. 
Smith, P. Perry, C. S. Douce, F. Evans, W. J. 
é Patchett, E. Simmonds, P. C. Masterman, A. W. 
Hundy (died) A. C. Colley, J. Lamont, A. 
Dodding, and S/S. W. Tredgett. 


In concluding his despatch, the C.O., while regretting the 
losses he had to report, considered ‘“ taking into account the 
importance of the action, and the very difficult nature of the 
ground which had to be covered in the attack, the casualties 
were exceptionally small.’’ Amongst the Officers of the two 
Regiments, however, the loss of Valintine and Albright was 
irreparable. ‘Throughout the campaign they had won the 
confidence of their men as Cavalry Jeaders of the highest 
degree. Both were the best of sportsmen, well known in the 
hunting field at home, and on service personally beloved by 
allin the Brigade. Many will long recall the sound of “Toby” 
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Albright’s hunting horn, which often cheered the drooping 
spirits of his men, while of Valintine (familiarly known as 
‘Val ”’), it may well be said, no one who had served with him 
could forget the stirring influence of his courage and cheerful- 
ness at all times. ‘The following is a worthy tribute to his 
memory by a brother-officer and personal friend :— 


‘The news of old Val’s death cast a gloom over the whole Brigade. 
A great and lovable character, he was one of the best known officers 
in the Division. He died as he would have wished, for it had always 
been his ambition to lead a cavalry charge, and when it came I can 
well imagine his feelings and thrill of excitement. I had known him 
well as a friend and neighbour for 25 years, in hunting and every 
kind of sport, and what a cheery pal he had been. I felt he could 
hardly survive so many years of warfare, he even preferred it to fox- 
hunting. At all times regardless of danger, if rallied on his want of 
care, he would only reply with that happy laugh of his in some 
amusing joke. Only re-joined from England a few days after his 
Gaza wound, he had been offered a soft job in Cairo, which he declined, 
and, though far from fit, was determined to get back to his Squadron. 
He was again slightly wounded before Beersheba, but continued to 
lead his men through the hard days that followed from that time till 
his gallant end at Huj.” 


CAPT. R. VALINTINE, M.C. 
(Died of wounds, Huj, November, 1917.) 
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ROLL OF OFFICERS, N.C.0’s. AND MEN OF THE 
WARWICK YEOMANRY 
WHO RODE IN THE CHARGE AT * HUJ.” 


NOVEMBER 8th, 1917. 


“B” SQUADRON. - 
Capt. R. Valintine, M.C. 
Lieut. A. C. Alan-Williams, M.C. 
Lieut. R. J. Gilman, M.C. 
Lieut. W. B. Mercer, M.C. 


R.S.M. Mason, H., D.C.M. wu... ment Stratford-on-Avon. 
Sergt. Lambert, L. J. 000 ae Kineton, 
» Plummer, F. _..... Boe 4 
» Hill, A, i, des ae 
» Pearson,d. BE. o.oo. ‘Tamworth. 
»  sandford, H..... we, 46. tas Warwick. 
» Fitton, T., M.M. ne 
Corp. Hough, 8. L.. ... re Shifnal. 
, Barnard, KE. A... Mer. aa Stratford-on-Avon. 
Me IR VEOp la sae aed: Ame deed Leamington. 
» Shrieve, C.J. 0 ww set Edgbaston. 
»  -renfield, C. M. ae ite Kineton. 
 -Powell, CoH. sa she, . tad Hereford. 
oq SAU OTBe Koa” ieee = cals Sage 2 ste Alvechurch. 
L/Corp. Lindon, J... wee sae Kineton. 
» simmons, H...... fa ee Birmingham. 
Pte. Capes, S. a ee Kineton. 
» Dodding, A. os estes sas 
a WW ONSe Ea: ne 0 eee ae hirminghain 
»» Kendrick, E.C. 2 ow ee Ellesmere 
» Haydon, D. re a re Broadway 
». Masterman, P.C. ww ee Fulham 


Walton, Go ste a Chipping Norton 
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“B” SQUADRON.—continued. 


Pte. Lamont, J. ee eae Redditch 
» Andrews, G. A. a Birmingham 
sc) SEGLIBG Se. cae. 0G a 
»» Fitzpatrick, J... “rt Kilkenny 
» Magrath,G. 2.00... sa aE Kensington 
ws; Perry, Fs .. -3% ee es Birmingham 
, Adams, A. H. 200. - 
3 Bournegls Wee ws ak Be 5 
ge MMIC s We ee es ad Rugby 
» sprules, FLW. ww. oe London 
se ABLACEVE We ku. eee, Bridgwater 
» Farr, H. H. __..... kane. ee ie Rothwell 
 “eumty; AoW cc 2 ame. 0S Handsworth 
» Patchett, Wo 2.00000 en Rugby 
» saul, W. AL ou ie. see Leamington 


OFFICERS AND MEN WITH “C” SQUADRON. 


Lieut.-Col. H. A. Gray-Cheape, D.S.O. 
Capt. F. Drake, Adjutant. 

Capt. J. S. Stafford. 

Lieut. C. Joynson. 

Lieut. F. H. King. 


POM abt Je ce =a Rugby 
S.Q.M.S. Davenport, —__...... kas Coventry 
Sergt. Hough, B.M. we Shifnal 
» Alexander 2.00 canes Coventry 
« Fincher: < Get 6 °ae Stratford 
5. “PON gs as Ga Mek, teste Coventry 
» Brooker _..... a Rugby 
Corp. White 2.0 cane cee 
» Wickers _.... oe Coventry 


» Morland oan - 
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“C” SQUADRON.—continued. 


L/Corp. Tarner wwe ee ae 
Sad/Corp. Minnett ... 0 


eueene 


L/Corp. Eaves (nme ne ns Coventry 
Sidwell __.... : ie. Beet 4 
». Douce, C. 8. on ae Nuneaton 


& “SMR Hebi ‘eh Mae ote Coventry 
Pte; Cole’. aay. att ete es . 
««. OTOSDIO wae Skis “iA ee see Birmingham 
,» Beaseley, J. __..... ne re be 
@: BOMGS: 2:5. eee; ee Coventry 
» Devereux, Boon nes Birmingham 
we ER AYtOP as ak oe Bs 
, Pilcher, C. C._ .... nn re 
») Shearman ett Birmingham 
va “DaylOry Te vee wee ee tee 
yp LOCK] es ae ie. ghee 
,, Pargetter, Fo 2. 0 ee hs Warwick 
»» Falconbridge .. 0 wn oe nee Coventry 
»» Heaton, J.G. nn oe Birmingham 


The number of men engaged (only 9 Officers and 67 O.R’s.) 
appears small in proportion to the strength of the two Warwick 
Squadrons on the morning of the day, but the Hotchkiss Gun 
Teams, which formed part of their full strength, being at the 
time some distance in rear did not take part in the actual 
charge. Of the Worcesters there were 7 Officers and about 80 
O.R’s., making a total of less than:170 all told, who rode through 
and routed the enemy’s force more than ten times their number. 


Special reference was made in Col. Cheape’s despatch, to 
the able manner in which 
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Capt. R. Valintine led the advancing Squadron in the charge 
on the guns at Huj, and, although dangerously wounded, captured 
the Field Battery, making the enterprise a success. ‘‘ No award 
could be too high for his gallantry.” Capt. Valintine died of his 
his wounds shortly after the action, having been awarded the 
M.C. 


The following were also very specially recommended :— 


Lieut. Alan-Williams, who, though wounded, rounded up a 
lot of Turks with his revolver. Awarded M.C. 


Lieut. R. J. Gilman, also wounded, who continued on and 
charged in with his Troop. Awarded M.C. later. 


Lieut. W. B. Mercer who showed great gallantry, and com- 
pleted annihilation of the gunners. Awarded M.C. later. 


R.S.M. H. T. Mason, who showed great dash, and did great 
execution with the sword while charging the guns. Awarded 
D.C.M. 


Sergt. T. Fitton, for general determination and rallying men 
after the charge. 


The M.M. was awarded to Sergt. T. Fitton, Corp. E. A. 
Barnard, L/Corp. H. V. Simmons, Corp. C. Trenfield and Sergt. 
B. Hough ; and the following were recommended :— 


Sergt. L. Lambert (killed); Sergt. G. F. Plummer (killed) ; 
Sergt. Hill; Sergt. J. Pearson (killed) ; Corp. 8. L. Hough (died 
of wounds); Corp. H. H. Kyte (killed); Corp.‘C. J. Shrieve 
(killed) ; L/Corp. J. Lindon (died) ; Pte. S. Capes ; Pte. A. 
Dodding; Pte. F. Evans (wounded); Pte. Kendrick (killed) ; 
Pte. J. D. Haydon (wounded); Pte. P. Masterman (wounded). 
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In later despatches Col. Cheape made the following further 
recommendations :— 


Lieut. W. B. Mercer for having in the charge at Huj shown 
great gallantry and coolness. He was the only officer left in the 
squadron after the capture of the guns. Rallied the Squadron 
under fire and was a great help in consolidating the captured 
position. I strongly recommend his name for consideration. 


Lieut. H.J.Gilman: this officer showed conspicuous bravery 
at Huj. Although badly wounded, led his troop through the 
charge and afterwards helped wounded men back from the 
captured position. 


Capt. F. A. Drake: Adjutant to the Regiment. Did excep- 
tional good work throughout the operations from Beersheba to 
Dec., 1917, especially in the actions at Ras-el-Nagb, Berkusie and 
Huj, where his services were invaluable to me. I strongly 
recommend his name for consideration. His duties were carried 
out under very difficult circumstances and mostly under fire. 


N.C.0’s,5 AND MEN. 


L[Corp. W. Toglall: showed great bravery when the Turks 
counter-attacked at Ras-el-Nagb, went out under heavy fire and 
brought a wounded man back in safety, was badly wounded. 


L|Corp. W. Dean: «a Medical, Orderly in the Regiment. In 
the actions at Ras-el-Nagh and Huj showed great bravery and 
devotion to duty, for several hours dressing wounded under heavy 
fire, and was invaluable to the Medical Ofticer. 
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SSM. Wm. Nixon: for conspicuous good work throughout 
recent operations and especially during the action at Ras-el-Nagb 
(when in charge of the led horses) when I consider he was 
responsible for the few losses among inen and horses under his 
charge. 


Ple. A. Falconbridge: a Hotchkiss gunner who showed great 
bravery in the action at Balin, bringing up ammunition under 
heavy fire. 


Sergt. G. Wynn: for consistent good work during recent 
operations and particularly for his courage and resolution when 
on October 18th, 1917, he was in command of a post which was 
detailed to cover a reconnaisance made by Gen. Edwards and a 
party of Infantry Officers on the Khalassa-Beersheba road. His 
post was on the flank of his Squadron which was attacked by the 
Turks. Although his squadron leader was unable to send him 
support he held on with great determination until ordered to 
withdraw, when he took up a fresh position covering the retire- 
inent of the rest of the squadron, which was carried out with the 
loss of only two men wounded. This N.C.O. has commanded a 
troop throughout the operations and has shown great courage and 
ability. He was awarded the M.M. for his services at Katia in 
April, 1916. 


Pte. J. Lamont: showed conspicuous bravery at Huj when he 
did great execution with his sword. He was wounded and had 
his horse killed under him close to the guns. 


Pte. G. Walton: for great bravery in the charge at Huj, and 
for good work throughout the operations. 


HuJ, NOVEMBER 8TH, 1917. 


AFTER THE CHARGE. 


CAPTURED GUNS, 


Digitized by Google 


OFFICIAL REPORTS. | 139 


A Report on the action of the Warwickshire and Worcester- 
shire Yeomanry at Huj from Maj.-Gen. Shea, Commanding 
the 60th Division and dated November 9th, 1917, was forwarded 
by Gen. Chauvel (C.0., Desert Mounted Corps) to General 
Headquarters, and a Copy transmitted to Col. Cheape of which 
the following is the substance :— 


“I beg to report that yesterday, after my Division had taken the 
high ground N. of Montaret-el-Baght, I was scouting ahead in an 
armoured car. I saw many Turks with guns marching N.E. across my 
front. It-was impossible for tiny Infantry to catch them. Some cavalry 
came up on my right (about a mile away) which turned out to be ten 
Troops of Worcester and Warwick Yeomanry. Judging that immediate 
action was necessary, I went and ordered Lieut.-Col. Cheape to gallop, 
what appeared to me, to be the hostile flank guard. I judged the 
distance at 2,500 yards. This gallop was at once carried out with the 
result that some twelve guns and three machine guns were captured, 
and the gunners (German and Austrian) were all killed or wounded at 
their guns. 


“I visited the scene of action shortly afterwards and can testify to 
the complete demoralization of the enemy flank guard. The gallop 
which was carried out in the face of heavy gun, machine gun and rifle 
fire, was executed with the greatest gallantry and elan and was worthy 
of the very best traditions of the British Cavalry. 


‘‘T much regret to hear that the Yeomanry lost some 25 per cent. but 
they completely broke the hostile resistance, and enabled my Division 
to push on to Huj. Lieut.-Col. Cheape led the gallop with the greatest 
personal gallantry and with conspicuous judgment. I recommend him 
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strongly for immediate reward, and would venture to commend such 
names as he may forward to your very earnest consideration.” 


Following this Report a Telegram from Gen. Chauvel, 
dated 11.11.17, was received by Col. Cheape, through the 
G.O.C., 5th Mounted Brigade :— 

‘“‘C.-in-C. has awarded Bar to D.S.O. to Lieut.-Col. H. A. Gray- 


Cheape, Warwick Yeomanry, and wishes his congratulations 
conveyed to Col. Cheape.” | 


Messages of hearty congratulations were also received from 
the Generals commanding the Desert Mounted Corps, the 
Australian Mounted Division, and the 5th Mounted Brigade, 
the latter adding the thanks of all ranks of the Brigade; and 
later in the month cables from home sent by the Mayor and 
Town of Warwick, and from Gen. Wiggin (late Brigadier) 
showed their appreciation of the work done in the recent 
operations. 


Mr. W. I’. Massey (War Correspondent), after describing 
the splendid work of the London Territorials in the thrust 
forward from the right, and their gallant attacks on November 
7th and 8th, gives a vivid account of ‘the glorious charge of 
the Midland Yeomanry, who galloped the batteries in Balaclava 
style, sabring the gunners, and putting to rout a couple of 
thousand ‘Turkish Anatolian troops,” 


He wrote as follows :— 
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* While occupying a ridge less than two miles from the enemy’s lines 
at Huj, the Territorials came under extremely heavy gun fire. 


‘* Mean while the Yeomanry had come up, and the Commander of the 
Londoners, who had seen the enemy’s position and their guns, ordered 
the Yeomanry to charge them. 


“There were ten Troops of Warwick and Worcester Yeomanry, The 
gallant Colonel of the Warwicks (who was in command) with his men 
swept over the ridge in successive lines about 2,000 vards from the 
enemy and raced down the slope across the flat, partly obscured by a 
mound in front. Over this rise the Yeomen spurred their chargers, 
and took the final rise at a terrific pace. 


“The ranks were were somewhat thinned by gun, machine gun, and 
rifle fire, which the enemy switched off the Londoners soon after the 
trails of dust told of the advancing cavalry. 


“The Midland horsemen dashed through the enemy left flank guard, 
who threw off their equipment, and tried to flee from the charging 
lines. Many were too late. 


“The cavalry’s target was not so much infantry as guns. Giving 
full-throated cheers they went straight for the field and heavy pieces, 
The gunners did their utmost to stem the onslaught, and set their shell 
fuzes at zero to make them burst at the mouth of the gun, but nothing 
could stop that charge. 


‘There were twelve guns in action, nine German-made field guns 
and three 5°9 howitzers. The field guns banged as fast as the Austrian 
and German gun crews could load them, but every enemy artilleryman 
was sabred by his piece. 
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‘*The Londoners heard the fire of all the guns stop dead almost at 
the same moment. 


“Finished with the batteries the Yeomen swept up towards the ridge 
again, to silence three machine guns used against them. These were 
captured and brought into action against the departing Turks, many 
of whom were killed by their own weapons. 


“This brilliantly executed and most dashing charge is considered by 
those who saw it as worthy of a high place in the annals of the 
British Cavalry. 


“The Warwicks and Worcesters exacted terrible retribution for the 
losses their Brigade sustained against overwhelming odds at Katia and 
Oghratina in Easter of the previous year.” 


After the action at Huj, the Regiment bivouacked on the 
site of the captured position for the night of November 8th. 
Until the water carts arrived at 7 p.m. the men had been 
unable to fill their water bottles since leaving Beersheba, and 
the horses had suffered terribly, many of them having heen 
without water for 50 hours. 


Lieut.-Col. P. V. Kelly, D.S.O. took over command of the 
Brigade from Brig.-Gen. Fitzgerald on the morning of 
November 8th. 


The Mounted Troops were now ordered to ‘‘ press the 
enemy relentlessly on to a line south-west of Junction Station 
with Infantry in support,” with the object of reaching the 
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railway at that point, and cutting off the Jerusalem army 
from the force under Von Kress. 


‘There was little fighting during the next few days, but no 
rest for men or horses in the rapid advance which continued 


daily. 


On the 9th, the burial of the dead was completed early. 
One large grave was dug on a spot a mile from Huj, and a 
wooden cross erected to mark the site. 


About 100 prisoners were brought in to Brigade H.Q., 
including seven officers, and an ofticer’s wife, a Syrian lady. 


That night the Regiment, without “D”’ Squadron, marched 
to Tel-el-Hesey, as rear guard to the Column, arriving at dawn 
on the 10th. Anattack on Summeil was intended, but it was 
found the enemy had retired further north, and, the order 
being cancelled, the Regiment moved into bivonac at Arak-el- 
Menshiye. 


Here “D” Squadron rejoined the Brigade, and the 
Regiment was again complete. 


From Arak-el-Menshiye the Cavalry were extended in a 
line across the plain to the sea continuing the pursuit with as 
much vigour as was possible under the great difficulties they 
had to contend with from scarcity of water. The Anzac 
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Division had moved to the left near the coast, and the 
Australian Mounted Division were on the right of the line, 
with the 5th Mounted Brigade on the right of the Division. 


On November 12th, the 5th Mounted Brigade was ordered 
to push on from Berkusie through Balin, and carry out a 
reconnaisance to the Wadi Dhahr in a northward direction. 
About mid-day the enemy suddenly launched a counter-attack 
on the Brigade in Balin with a force of 5,000 men, personally 
directed (it is supposed) by Von Falkenhayn himself. The 
Brigade narrowly escaped being surrounded, but with the able 
assistance of the M.G. Squadron were finally extricated from 
Balin. In the meantime the 3rd Brigade came up with 
Artillery from Summeil in support, and the whole Division 
became engaged. With a fresh batch of reinforcements 
brought by train the enemy again attacked the 5th Brigade, 
west of Balin, but in their advance over the open plain were 
driven back by the M.G. Batteries in position on a hill N.W. 
of Summeil, and a retirement was made on that village. Here 
the Division was able to make a stand, and the enemy’s attack 
was finally broken. 


In the first part of the action the Worcesters and Gloucesters 
were most heavily engaged, and they and the Machine Gun 
Squadron suffered severely in officers and men, while the 
Warwicks, who were in support, escaped without a casualty, 


THE ACTION OF BALIN. 145 


Next day the Turks made no attempt to renew the attack, 
and the 5th Brigade having been relieved by the 7th, moved 
to the village of Tzseir, and thence to Beit Duras where they 
camped. 


It was on November 13th that the general attack was 
lannched on the left of the line, in the: plains south of Ramleh, 
with the object of securing the Junction Station and turning 
the enemy's right flank resting on the sea. The 52nd Division 
had taken Katrah, but the further advance of the Infantry on 
Ml Mughar was checked by heavy artillery and rifle fire from 
that village and the surrounding heights. At this juncture a 
brilliant and dashing charge by the Berks, Bucks and Dorset 
Yeomanry carried the I] Mughar ridge and swept the Turks 
out of their strong position. Asa result of these successful 
operations the enemy’s flank was turned, the 22nd Mounted 
Brigade rode forward and took Akir, and on the following day 
(November 14th) Junction Station was occupied. 


On the evening of the 15th, Mounted Troops entered 
Ramleh and Ludd without opposition, and on the following 
day Jaffa was occupied by the New Zealanders who were 
cordially greeted by the inhabitants. 


Gen. Allenby thus describes the situation on November 
16th :— 
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“The enemy’s army, cut in two by our capture of Junction Station, 
had retired partly east into the mountains towards Jerusalem, and 
partly north along the plain. The nearest line on which these two 
portions could reunite was the line Tul Keram-Nablus, on which line 
it was calculated the enemy, after evacuating Jerusalem would with- 
draw to organise. 


‘‘ Bireh on the Jerusalem-Nablus road was to be the final objective. 


“On our side, the Mounted Troops had been marching and fighting 
continuously since October 3lst, and had advanced a distance of 75 
miles from Asluj to Jaffa. The Infantry had advanced 40 to 70 miles 
in nine days with continual fighting. The railway was _ being 
pushed forward as rapidly as possible, and stores being landed along 
the coast. A pause was necessary to await the progress of railway 
construction. 


‘But before our position in the plain could be considered secure, it 
was essential to push forward into the hills, and to obtain a hold of the 
one good road which traverses the Judean range from north to south 
from Nablus to Jerusalem.” 


The 5th Mounted Brigade at Beit Duras were ordered to 
move on November 16th to Kh-Istas, it being known that the 
Turks, in their retreat eastwards towards Jerusalem, were 
holding a line from Khaldeh Beit to Tel Butashi. 


On the 18th the Warwicks and Worcesters made a demon- 
stration towards Artuf and Eshua, while the 3rd and 4th 
Brigades attacked the line Amwas-Latron. ‘*D’’ Squadron 


IN THE HILLS NEAR JERUSALEM. EL SARIS, 
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formed the advance guard, and got in touch with the enemy 
near Hl-Bureit, and the Battery came up and shelled the 
enemy position, but about 4.30 p.m. the line withdrew and the 
5th Brigade returned to Deir Namam, and camped near a farm 
belonging to the Patriarch of Jerusalem. Here the men were 
allowed a plentiful supply of oranges and fruit, and the horses 
could be watered. Until the 14th, when the horses were 
watered at Beit Duras, the majority of them had been without 
for 84 hours ! 


On the following day the Brigade left for the railway line 
just east of the Junction Station. A deluge of rain came on 
and an uncomfortable night was spent in camp, which was 
reduced to a muddy swamp. °* 


Hence on the 20th, they marched to Latron, and were 
attached to the 21st Corps protecting the right flank. Heavy 
rain held up the advance for a time near El Saris, but on the 
21st they reached Enab, which had been taken on the previous 
day by the Infantry after very difficult fighting in the narrow 
defiles leading up to Saris, while some of the Yeomanry had 
advanced to within four miles of the Nablus Road. 


The 5th Mounted Brigade camped near Saris in an olive 
grove, and for the next few days were employed in outpost 
duty; squadrons being sent out as pickets in the mountains 
near Saris and Ammur, The Turks were making a determined 
stand in front of Jerusalem, and progress was slow. 
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Some of the difficulties in the fighting in this area are 
referred to Gen. Allenby’s despatches :— 


“The west side of the Judean range consists of a series of spurs 
running east and west, and separated from one another by narrow 
valleys. These spurs are steep and stony and precipitous. On our 
intended line of advance only one road, the main Jaffa-Jerusalem road, 
traversed the hills from east to west. and for nearly four miles between 
Bab-el- Wad and Saris it passed through a narrow defile which had been 
damaged by the Turks, and the other roads were mere tracks on the 
side of the hill, or up the stony beds of the wadis. Throughout the 
water supply was scanty.” 


He further describes the situation on November 21st, 
thus :— 

‘“‘ The positions reached on the evening of the 21st practically marked 
the limit of the progress in this first attempt to gain the Nablus Road. 
Positions had been won from which our final attack could be prepared, 
and delivered with good prospects of success. Nevertheless it was 
evident that a period of preparation and organization would be 
necessary before an attack could be delivered in sufficient strength to 
drive the enemy from his positions.” 


On the 22nd, a Brigade of the 75th Division had pushed 
forward and captured Neby Samwil, which was considered the 
‘“‘key’’ to Jerusalem, but the place was only held after a severe 
struggle with repeated Turkish counter attacks. The positions 
were now ordered to be consolidated, and, amongst the changes 
which were made, the 21st Corps (to which the 5th Mounted 
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Brigade was attached) was relieved by the 20th Corps, and 
moved over to the left of the line. 


At the conclusion of these operations the following com- 
plimentary message was received by the Brigade from the 
Commander-in-Chief, dated November 23rd, 1917 :— 


“Chief congratulates 5th Mounted Brigade, 52nd and 75th Divisions 
on their achievement. They have driven a stubborn enemy from 
position after position in a rugged country where everything favoured 
him. 


“The tactical leading has been of the first order and reflects the 
greatest credit on all troops referred to.” 


Extracts from a private letter of a Staff Officer, written on 
the spot, give a concise review of the operations during 
November, 1917 :— 


‘* Beersheba was in our hands. The forces had to be rearranged and 
lined up facing N.E. and N.W. 


‘*Meanwhile in order to keep the eneiny well occupied, it was 
arranged to attack Gaza, and this took place on the night of Nov. 1—2, 
For six days the bombardment of the place went on, and when the 
attack was made, it went straight through, taking the whole of the 
objectives in one rush. The troops did magnificently. 


* This gave us all the enemy’s front line defensive position on the 
south-west side of Gaza, threatening Ali Muntar, and the defences in 
front of the town. 
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“The enemy tried a big attack on the Beersheba side on our right to 
try to envelop our enveloping movement, but without success, although 
for four days our troops on that flank had some hard fighting. Having 
failed in this attempt to draw away the main body of our forces, the 
enemy were coinpelled to meet our main attack which was launched 
in full strength between Beersheba and Gaza. 


“Our troops went through with magnificent rush, broke the enemy’s 
centre altogether, and swept all before them. The Infantry marched 
and fought over nine or twelve miles in a day. 


‘*This success was followed up by a renewed attack at night on the 
front of Gaza, and at dawn the Turks were in full retreat. 


‘The action developed into a pursuit along the whole line, ard 
although the Turkish rear guards put up a fine fight all the way, they 
were never given a chance of settling down on any of their positions 
in rear. 


‘In the centre the Mounted Troops did fine work, especially in a 
charge by the Warwick and Worcester Yeomanry on the 8th, when they 
swept in, and actually rode over the Turkish rearguard, sabring 
German and Austrian gunners at their guns, and taking some hundreds 
of prisoners and the guns. 


“About the 10th and 1lth November, the operations came more or 
less to a standstill, by which time however we had advanced 35 miles. 
Having got up guns and supplies, etc., on the 13th we went at them 
again, the enemy having from the north of Beersheba threatened a 
counter-attack on our right flank, but little came of it. 


‘* All day the troops marched across a great open plain with the 
Judean hills in front, pressing the enemy back everywhere. 
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“On the extreme left of our line there was a slight check caused by the 
enemy clinging on to a very strong position on some hills dominating 
an absolutely level plain on which a mouse could hardly find cover. 
This was at Katrah where the Yeomanry again came to the front. 
They came up round the flank and swept down on and behind the 
eneiny’s defences in a magnificent charge which broke down the 
enemy's resistance, and resulted in the capture of 1,500 prisoners and 
some guns, 


“The success at Katrah was about the last straw, so far as the Turks 
were concerned. 


“That night we had closed round the Junction for Jerusalem, cutting 
off Jerusalem froin all railway communication, and forcing the enemy 
to retire north and west towards the city 


“ During the following days fine work was done in a very rough 
country, roadless and waterless, in the hills towards Jerusalem, and 
although checked by the difficulties of getting up guns, we reached 
Jaffa on the left, and were within five miles of Jerusalem on the right. 


‘“* Practically, in one rush, the whole army had advanced 50 miles, 
capturing 10,000 prisoners, nearly 100 guns, and an enormous amount 
of booty. 


“The next few days were spent in reorganising, and although 
frequently attacked, we have only added to successes in capturing atout 
1,000 more prisoners. 


‘““At this point it may be said Von Kress’s army had practically 
ceased to exist, and the whole Eastern Force plan had come through 
to the completest success, almost as planned in every particular. 
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“From Nov. 17th to 24th, there was much fighting in the mountains 
north of the Jerusalem Road, but the country consisting of a great 
tangle of large rocky hills, roadless and ill supplied with water, 
presented an obstacle which made a sudden rush to cut off Jerusaleimn 
impossible. 


“So a flank guard was left in the Jaffa direction, and the force 
pressed on to a strong position, which they occupied within three miles 
of the road, and within sight of Jerusalem about four miles off. 


‘‘By the 24th November, the enemy’s resistance had stopped, and 
time was required to reorganise, and bring up artillery and supplies. 


‘‘ Heavy rains had added to difficulties of transport, and the army 
was nearly 50 miles ahead of the Railhead. 


“Unsuccessful attacks were continually being made by the ‘Turks all 
along the line from north-west of Jerusalein to opposite Jaffa, but the 
work of refitting and reorganising went on without interruption for’ 
the remainder of the month and until Dec. 3rd.” 


Headquarters were maintained at Latron until the end of 
the month, and frequent reconnaisances carried out to the 
various villages in the direction of Beit Nattif, while roads 
were improved for wheel traffic to the south of the railway. 


Hostile aeroplanes bombed the camp on November 28th, 
but no casualties occurred, and on the 30th the Brigade moved 
to a new area about one mile west of Akir (the Ekron of 
Biblical history). 
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During the time occupied in consolidating and completing 
reliefs, frequent attacks were made by the enemy, but were 
successfully repulsed at all points; although it was not till 
December 4th that Gen. Allenby was able to report that all 
was ready for the.general advance on Jerusalem. 


The Brigade were ordered to hold a line in the hills, 
dismounted, and on December Ist moved from Akir to F] 
Kubab on the Ramleh-Jerusalem road, en route for El Birj. 


On the previous night the Gloucesters, acting with the 
Australian Light Horse, had been successful in repelling an 
attack of the Turks at K] Birj, and after severe fighting com- 
pletely routed a battalion, taking 200 prisoners. 


‘he Warwicks and Worcesters having come up, the position 
occupied by the Australians was taken over, and arrangements 
made for acting dismounted. 


The Warwicks were formed into two Squadrons, under 
Capt. Gooch and Capt. Stafford, and the led horses sent 
back to Ludd under Maj. Watson, with Lieuts. Joynson, 
Rodger, Armstrong and Driver. 


Headquarters were established at El Birj, and a bivou- 
acking area allotted to the Regiment with one Troop of 
- Gloucesters; while the Worcesters occupied another sector 
on the right. 
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One Post near the village of Shilta was held by Capt. 
Stafford, Lieuts. King and Michell with 65 men and six 
Hotchkiss guns; another by Capt. Gooch, Lieuts. Prankerd 
and Mercer with 70 men and six Hotchkiss and five machine 
guns. The positions were in rocky hills affording natural 
cover, and loopholed sangars strengthened the defence. The 
enemy’s front line was very close, and sniping continued most 
of the day and night, while hostile aeroplanes were frequently 
flying over. On December 3rd, several casualties occurred, 
including Ptes. Betteridge and Pryce wounded. Orders were 
received that the Warwick sector, being the position of 
resistance, must be held at all costs. 


At daylight on December 5th, Shilta village was found to 
have been evacuated by the enemy and the Warwicks and 
Worcesters moved forward, supported by the Gloucesters, 
Headquarters were established and a new line consolidated 
west of Nalin, with Ghurkas on the left and 4th Australian 
Light Horse on the right. 


Patrols were sent out to reconnoitre the ground between 
Shilta and Nalin and encountered considerable opposition. 
On the 9th, a small party of the enemy endeavoured to occupy 
a ridge south-east of Nalin, with the object of outflanking a 
patrol under Lieut. Greensitt, but without success. Artillery 
fire was kept up during the day on the ‘Turkish position on 
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Deir el Kuddis ridge, and at 3.30 p.m. a wire from the G.0.C. 
was received that Jerusalem had fallen. 


Gen. Allenby’s plans had been carried out to the letter. 
The general advance began as soon as his preparations were 
complete on December 4th, and although the 58rd Division 
(advancing from Hebron on the right flank) was delayed by 
bad weather, and the desire to avoid any damage to the sacred 
town of Bethlehem, the final attack began on the day promised 
— December 8th, fighting continuing till dusk, as described in 
the following despatch :-— 


“‘'l’he troops moved into position of assembly by night, and at dawn 
on the 8th, soon carried the first objectives. 


‘They then pressed steadily forward. The mere physical difficulty 
of climbing the steep and rocky hillsides and crossing the deep valleys 
would have sufficed to render progress slow, and the opposition was 
considerable. Artillery support was difficult, owing to the length of 
the advance and the difficulty of moving guns forward. 


‘But by about noon London Troops had already advanced over two 
miles, and were swinging east-north-east to gain the Nablus-Jerusalem 
road; while the Yeomanry had captured the Beit lksa spur and were 
preparing for a further advance. 


‘As the right column (that from Hebron) had been delayed, it was 
necessary for the London Troops to throw back their right and form a 
defensive flank facing east towards Jerusalem, from the western out- 
skirts of which considerable rifle and artillery fire was being 
experienced. 
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“This delayed the advance, and early in the afternoon it was decided 
to consolidate the line gained and resume the advance next day, when 
the right column would be in a position to exert its pressure. By 
nightfall the line ran from Nebi Samwil to the east of Beit Iksa, 
through Lifta to a point about 14 miles west of Jerusalem, whence it 
was thrown back facing east. 


‘* All the enemy’s prepared defences west and north-west of 
Jerusalem had been captured, and our troops were within a short 
distance of the Nablus-Jerusalem road. 


“The London Troops and Yeomanry had displayed great endurance 
in difficult conditions, and in the face of stubborn opposition. 


“During the day about 300 prisoners were taken and many Turks 
killed. Our own casualties were light.” 


On the morning ot December 9th the advance was resumed. 
The Yeomanry and London ‘Troops drove back the Turkish 
rear guards and secured the Shechem road, taking up strong 
positions four miles north of the city. Troops from the 
Bethlehem direction got across the Jericho road, but were too 
late to prevent the main Turkish force escaping eastward, 
although the force left to cover their retreat was completely 
routed at the Mount of Olives, and the victory was complete. 
At sunrise a letter of surrender was conveyed to the British 
Commander by the Mayor, and delivered to him with the keys 
of the city on the hill at Lifta. 
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Shortly afterwards the following message from H.M. the 
King was received, and conveyed to the troops :— 
“T join with my people throughout the British Empire in 
welcoming the joyous tidings of this memorable feat of British 
Arms.” 


General Allenby (who was awarded the G.C.M.G.) made 
his Official Entry into Jerusalem on Tuesday, December 11th, 
very quietly, on foot, attended by a few members of his Staff— 
in striking contrast to the ostentatious procession of the Kaiser 
20 years before. 


After Jerusalem had surrendered on December 9th, 1917, 
it was necessary to continue some minor operations to hold 
back the enemy on the positions he yet maintained on the 
north and eastern sides of the city, and to meet counter- 
attacks. 


The Brigade were still occupied, dismounted, in furnishing 
patrols and observation posts for the Infantry in the neigh- 
bourhood of Shilta, with their details and led horses at Ludd. 
The 60th Division were holding a line from Nebi Samwil to 
Tel el Ful outside the Jerusalem north road about three miles 
N. of the city, while the 75th Division, on the left of the 5th 
Mounted Brigade, occupied Midieh and El Arbain, connecting 
with them at Wadi Malakeh. 


On the 12th and 13th “B” and “C” Squadrons, under 
Capts. Stafford and Gooch, were engaged in helping the 
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operations of the 232nd Brigade in their attack on the enemy 
near Midieh, and on the 15th they had captured all the line 
of hills west of Kibbiah. 


The led horses of the Brigade were moved on December 
15th from Ludd to Khurbet Deiran, about nine miles suuth, a 
large and flourishing Jewish Colony; where officers and men 
were able to obtain good food and luxuries in the shape of 
baths, &c., which they had not enjoyed for many months. 


Before changing Headquarters the following awards for 
services at Huj appeared in Regimental Orders:—R.S.M. 
Mason, H. 'T., the D.C.M.; Sergts. B. Hough, T. Fitton ; Corps. 
E. A. Barnard, C. 'l'renfield, and L’Corp. H. V. Simmons, the 
Military Medal. 


A few reinforcements arrived on the 19th for the Regiment 
which was much reduced in strength. Capt. Drake had 
returned from sick leave on the 10th, but Capt. Stafford was 
sent into hospital ; Capt. Alcock succeeded Capt, O’Kelly as 
Medical Officer. 


From the commencement of the late operations im which 
the Regiment had been engaged the casualties were :—one 
Officer died of wounds, two wounded in action, three sick; 
O.R’s. 20 killed in action, 86 wounded, 86 in hospital sick. 
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The length of line held by the British at that time was 
from the 52nd Division on the sea on the left to the 53rd 
Division north-east of Jerusalem, 49 miles. 


On December 23rd the 5th Mounted Brigade was relieved 
by the 4th Australian Light Horse, and fell back into the 
Divisional Reserve. ‘lhe Warwicks with a section of M.G’s. 
were on a hill between Shilta and J4] Birj, the Gloucesters at 
Suffa, and the Worcesters at Kefrut. Capt. Steele returned 
from hospital and resumed his duties as Medical Officer in the 
place of Capt. Alcock who went to Field Ambulance. 


‘The weather, which had set in wet for some days, now got 
worse and continued with gales of wind and floods, causing 
much sickness amongst the men, and discomfort in the new 
quarters which were in a very exposed situation. Christmas 
Day proved to be the wettest day of the month, and all 
Christmas festivities had to be postponed. Complimentary 
letters were received from the C.-in-C., and the G.O.C. 5th 
Mounted Brigade, also from the late Brig.-Gen. Fitzgerald, 
and Christmas messages were exchanged between the C.O’s of 
the three Regiments in the Brigade. 


Determined counter attacks were delivered by the Turks on 
December 26th and 27th, on the east side against the 58rd 
Division, and on the north against the 60th Division where 
their objective was the hill Tel el Ful near Neby Samwil over- 
looking Jerusalem. 
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The 5th Mounted Brigade were ordered to assist the 10th 
Division which moved up in support, the attack having 
developed into one of unexpected strength along the whole 
front. A counter attack by the 10th Division with the 74th 
on their left, directed against the enemy’s reserves, was 
successful in preventing their being brought into action, and 
on December 30th it was announced that the Turkish attack 
on Jerusalem was completely repulsed. A further general 
advance of these three Divisions was thereupon made, and a 
line occupied from Beitior (Bethel) two miles north-east of 
Bireh to Ras Kerker seven miles west. Bireh, which had been 
the objective since November, was now in the hands of the 
British, and all the attempts of the enemy to recapture 
Jerusalem had ended in crushing defeat. 


The led horses of the Brigade which started from Deiran 
on Christmas Day had a perilous journey to E] Kubibe in the 
area of Yebna. On reaching the flat country round Yebna, it 
was found the wadis had overflowed, making the crossings 
difficult and dangerous. A swirling torrent 100 yards wide 
had to be crossed, and several fruitless attempts were made. 
‘The men had three or four horses apiece, and many of them 
got away, and were only saved from drowning by being roped 
ashore, while two men had narrow escapes. Eventually how- 
ever the whole of the Brigade horses and details arrived 
without loss at their new quarters at Yebna on the 26th. 
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Lieut. Armstrong was sent to Ramleh to hospital suffering 
from dysentry. 


On December 31st, the Brigade moved for concentration 
to EH] Bir). The led horses arrived next day from Yebna under 
the charge of Lieut. C. Joynson, and the Regiment proceeded 
to Latron. Brigade Headquarters were established at Yebna, 
and preparations began on January 2nd, 1918 for the return 
to Belah. 


Some of the surplus stores and baggage were sent to Esdud 
and thence by train to Belah, the Regiment following on 
January 4th with a long march in heavy rain and hail via 
Medjel to Gaza which was reached on the 6th. Here they 
bivouacked on the old Turkish positions south of the town, 
and proceeded to Belah on the following day. ‘I'ents were 
pitched in the Brigade camp area in the sand hills west of the 
lake. 


In a Special Order issued to the Australian Mounted 
Division by Maj.-Gen. Hodgson, dated January 10th, 1918 the 
following references to the operations of November and 
December are made :— 


“After the last two months of operations, I am anxious that all 
ranks of the Division should know how much I appreciate their good 
work, which has enabled us to claiin a very considerable share in the 


¥ 
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success of the whole operations since October 31st. Captures by the 
Division amount to 88 officers, 1,854 other ranks, 35 guns, and 8 
machine guns. 


“All Brigades have consistently done good work. The cheerfulness 
and keenness shown by men on all occasions has carried them through 
periods of much discomfort, scarcity of water, and cold wet weather. 


I have the greatest confidence that no difficulties are too great for such 
men to overcome. 


‘Opportunities have not presented themselves to all Brigades alike, 
but the gallant way the 4th A.L.H. Brigade, most ably handled by 
Brig.-Gen. Grant, captured Beersheba at the gallop on October 3l]st was 
an exploit which I maintain had far reaching effects on the whole 
operations, and was in itself a very fine performance. 


“The attack on the guns at Huj on November 8th, by the Warwick 
Yeomanry and Worcester Yeomanry, gallantly led in person by Lieut.- 
Col. Gray-Cheape, stands out too, as one of the features of the campaign 
and well exemplifies what can be done by mounted troops on a quick 
decision and by rapid movements. 


“The repulse of the Turkish attack at El Bir) on the night of 
November 30th by the Sth A.L.H. supported by the Gloucester 
Yeomanry was another very noticeable instance of gallantry and 
stubborn fighting, which gained praise for the Division and thanks of 
higher authority.” 


Colonel Preston in his book ‘The Desert Mounted Corps ”’ 
thus summarises the results of its achievements in the 
operations now brought to a close :— 
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“Between the 3lst October and the end of December the Desert 
Mounted Corps had advanced some 80 miles, fought nine general 
engagements, and captured about 9,500 prisoners and 80 guns. The 
actual distances covered by the three Divisions in the period were :— 
Anzacs 170 miles ; Yeomanry Division 190 miles ; and the Australian 
Mounted Division (including the 5th Mounted Brigade) 230 miles.” 


and in referring to the Yeomanry who were about to leave, 
the writer recalls the fact that :— 

‘‘Several Units of the Division had fought in nearly every action 
since the beginning of the war with Turkey. At Suvla Bay in the 
Peninsula; at Solluin and Mersa Matruh in the Western Desert; at 
Romani and Rafa during the advance across Sinai; in the two battles 
of Gaza; and lastly in the great ride over the Plains of Philistia, and 
the stubborn drive into the Judean Mountains. Everywhere the Turks 
had learned to dread the long swords and the steady rifles of the 
Yeomen.” 


With the departure of the 5th Mounted Brigade from the 
scene of operations at the beginning of January, 1918, the 
term of service of the Warwick Yeomanry in Palestine was 
practically completed, pending their movement to another 
sphere of action. 


It remained for Gen. Allenby to carry on the campaign 
with an entirely re-constituted force, till the end of October. 


Delayed by the abnormally wet weather it was not until 
March that he was able to begin his operations for the capture 
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of Jericho, but by the end of that month his troops had crossed 
the Jordan, and in spite of some reverses in May, their efforts 
were completely successful before the end of September. 


On the 25rd Es Salt was re-taken, and the Turkish army 
placed in such a perilous position with no means of escape, 
that a few days later 10,000 were forced to surrender near 
Amman. 


Damascus was occupied on October Ist, and 7,000 more 
prisoners captured, and before the end of the month Gen. 
Allenby’s troops reached Aleppo at which point the brilliantly 
planned campaign was brought to a victorious termination. 
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CASUALTIES, JUNE—DECEMBER, 1917. 
Rank and Name. Date and Nature of Casualty. 


Capt. R. Valintine Wounded, 8.11.17 Huj 12.11.17 
Died of Wounds 


Lieut. A.C. Alan-Williams Wounded in action a 8.11.17 
Lieut. R. J. Gilman ‘4 “ - 
Pte. Perry, V.C. (Wham) Killed in action Beersheba 31.10.17 
Sergt. Tyrell, G. R.,, = a3 4.11.17 
Pte. Adams, A. H. is Huj 8.11.17 

», Bourne, J. W. - ” ” 

» Kendrick, EF. C. - ‘s “5 
Corp. Kyte, W. H. - ” ” 
Sergt. Lambert, J. L. ; ” ” 

» Pearson, J. E. ss $5 ” 

» Plummer, G. F. ‘3 99 ” 

”9 Saul, W.. A. 9 Yr) 9 
Corp. Shrieve, C. J. i ” ” 
Pte. Smith, J. W. - 9 ” 

» sprules, S. W. % ” ” 
S.S. Stacey, W. - 9 9 
Pte. Farr, H. H. Died of wounds 9.11.17 

9 Hundy, A. W. 99 ” 9 
Corp. Hough, S. L. (wd. Huj) #5 Egypt 29.11.17 
L/Corp. Lindon, J. o a ss 12.11.17 
Pte. Patchett, W.. 35 sg 6 14.11.17 

», Cooper, H. (Rugby) - Beersheba 4.11.17 
L/Corp. Lindley, W. Wounded in action Syria 18.10.17 
Pte. Tayson, KE, A. rr ” ” 

» dvohnson, R. C. ss nr. Beersheba 31.10.17 
Seret. Tozer, R. Fe ” ” 
Pte. Bennett, S. v6 Beersheba 4.11.17 

es Brain, F. ” 9 9 

»» Chamberlain, W. is ” ” 

9 Castle, B. 9 9 99 

» Crick, P. C. % 9 ” 


S.S. Davies, B. 9 9 ” 
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Rank and Name. Date and Nature of Casualty. 


Pte. Daniels, H. Wounded in action Beersheba 4.11.17 
» Dymer, E. C. 


» Harris, W. P. , vs . 

99 Jones, A. J. 9 ” 99 
Sergt. Marsden, F. 3 % ‘9 
Pte. Nickerson, W. C. os ‘3 ‘5 

» Nicholas, J. - 3 3 

», Ormiston, G. ‘3 ‘6 9 

s Pallett, O. A. 99 Tr) 9 
L/Corp. Toghill, W. sé _ ” 

a Yeatman, T. H. - 3 3 
Sergt. Price, G. is = . 

»» Hill, A. - Huj 8.11.17 
Pte. Coley, A. C. es ‘ - 

» Evans, F. 9 ” 9 

», Haydon, J. D. : 2 ‘3 

ve Masterman, P. C. 99 99 9 

9 Perry, P. 29 9° ” 

» simmonds, K. - . * 

» Simmons, H. V. ‘5 $s 1 

» Lamont, J. ” ” - 

4, Carter, C. L. - ‘i 9 
» Tracey, W. . . ‘ 
.» Smith, H. L. is .% ” 

Douce, C.S. ‘s "9 ” 

g" S. Tredgett, W. 9 99 99 
Pte. Betteridge, A. C. Palestine 3.12.17 
Pryce, T. W. "9 ” 9 
L/Corp. Sidwell, C. Died at Sea H.S8. Kalyan 201.18 

(Coventry) 
Pte. Wootton, W. H. .. of disease A bassia 20.2.18 
(Nottingham) 
» Lewis, P. C. 4% mn Alexandria 25.4.18 


(Warwick) 


MEOITER 


CHapTer VI. 


JANUARY—NOVEMBIR, 1918. 
DEPARTURE AS MACHINE GUN CORPS TO FRANCE. 
LOSS OF THE LMASOWK CASTLE. 
CAMPAIGN IN FRANCE. 


KND OF WAR. 


HE Regiment was at Belah, resting, reorganizing and 
reconditioning horses, after the Autumn Campaign 
of 1917. 


In the middle of January, Col. Cheape went on a month’s 
leave to England, and Major Watson was in command. Major 
Mills, having been acting as Compensation Officer at the 
Head Quarters of Delta and Western Force at Cairo, was now 
passed fit for general service, and returned to take over “C”’ 
Squadron from Capt. C. Jovnson. The other squadrons “B” 
and ‘D’’ were under Capts. Wheatley and Gooch respectively. 


Divisional Sports were held on March 9th under the able 
management of Major Watson, President of the Committee, 
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and Lieut. Prankerd’s Troop of ‘“°D” Squadron won the 
Competition for the best ‘Troop in the Division. 


On March 14th, H.R.H. the Duke of Connanght inspected 
the Australian Mounted Division, which was drawn up in line 
of Regimental Masses, the Warwick Yeomanry occupying the 
position of Senior Regiment on parade. After a march past 
by Squadrons, H.R.H. addressed the Division, and subsequently 
distributed decorations to Officers and Men, including (amongst 
others) Capt. R. F. K. Gooch, Lieut. A. C. Alan-Williams and 
Sergt. G. Wynn of the Warwick Yeomanry. 


''wo Race Meetings under the auspices of the Sinai Hunt 
Club were held during the month in the flat country, between 
Belah and Gaza. 


The 22nd Mounted Brigade Races took place on March 7th 
when Capt. Gooch, the winner at Rafa the year before, again 
rode the popular favourite ‘“Clautoi’ to victory in the 
‘‘ Palestine Grand National’’ Steeplechase, the chief event of 
the day, open to all horses in the Desert Mounted Corps, to be 
ridden by Officers, over a two mile course. 


On the 16th, the 7th Mounted Brigade held their meeting 
at which the “Grand Military Steeplechase’’ was run under 
similar conditions, and Capt. Gooch for the third time brought 
the honours to the Regiment, and gained for his celebrated 
horse the distinction of being the best charger in the E.E.F. 


>» 


SIDI BISHR CAMP, ALEXANDRIA, APRIL, 1918. 


GROUP OF OFFICERS. 


OKDERED FOR SERVICE IN FRANCE. 169 


Towards the eud of March, Col. Cheape returned from 
leave and soon after came the sad news that the Regiment had 
been selected by the War Office for dismounted service as 
Machine Gunners in France. Lieut. Armstrong who was 
then acting as personal A.D.C. to the Divisional General, Maj.- 
Gen. Hodgson, (remaining with him in Palestine until August, 
1918) conveyed the message to the camp, where the news was 
received with mixed feelings. Some were glad at the prospects 
of a change from a front they had been on for three years, 
while many would have preferred to remain and see the Turks 
finally beaten. However the orders, not altogether unexpected, 
were confirmed, and althongh two months were to elapse 
before they were carried into effect, the time had arrived for 
the General to bid farewell to the Regiment, after 13 months 
of service under his command. 


Drawn up on three sides of a square, Gen. Hodgson 
addressed the Squadrons in a few well selected words, and 
shook hands with all the officers on parade. Hearty cheers 
were given in response, and on riding away the General 
feelingly remarked to his A.D.C. “TI shall always have a soft 
corner in my heart for the Warwicks, and hope to hear news 
of their doings in France.”’ 


At a mounted parade on Monday, April 1st, Gen. Kelly, 
G.O.C., gave his parting message to his Brigade which he had 
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commanded throughout the victorious advance on Jerusalem, 
now broken up by the severance of, the Warwicks. It was 
with feelings of mutual regret that the latter parted with their 
old comrades, the Worcesters and Gloucesters, and when, with 
their new Livision, they moved off un the return trek east- 
wards many of the Officers of the Warwicks rode with them 
as far as the Wadi Ghuzze to offer farewell. 


Active preparations were at once set on foot for the depar- 
ture for France as Machine Gunners, and on April 6th, Gen. 
Allenby visited the Regiment to say ‘‘ Good-bye.”’ 


On the 12th, they entrained at Belah for Kantara, and 
thence to Alexandria where they arrived the following evening 
with the Berks Yeomanry, and went into camp at Sidi Bishr. 


The new organization of the Regiment was now made 
known. It was to form two Companies (A” and “B’”’) of an 
M.G. Battalion; the other two (‘“C”’ and ‘“D’’) being made 
up of the South Notts. Hussars. 


The command of this Battalion (eventually designated the 
“100th Warwick and 8. Notts. Battalion M.G.C.”) was given 
to Lieut.-Col. H. Gray-Cheape as senior of the two Com- 
manding Officers, and Major P. H. Warwick (S. Notts. Hrs.) 
was appointed 2nd in command. 
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Capt. F. A. Drake (War. Yeo.) was appointed Adjutant. 
Capt. Shipton (S.N.H.) . M.O. 
Lieut. J. Hunter __,, - Q.M. 


Lieut. S. M. Bertie ,, . Transport 
Officer. 
Tieut. C. C. Carr (War. Yeo.) 7 Signalling 
Ofticer. 
R.S.M. H. Mason - , Reg.-Sgt.- 
Major. 
Sergt. C. W. Pardoe _,, - R.Q.M.S. 


“A ’’ Company under Maj. A. C. Watson, with Company 
Officers :—Capt. C. Wheatley, Lieuts. Prankerd, A. H. 
Parry, and A. Michell; 2nd-Lieuts. F. Nicholls, G. 
Bond, Howard, McAndrew and Griftiths. 


“B?’ Company under Maj. J. D. Mills, with Capt. A. K. 
Motion; Lieuts. R. Gilman, W. S. Mercer, It. L. 
Driver, H. B. Sarsons, and H. J. Clifton; 2nd-Lieuts. 
T. Canning, and H. W. Loynes. 


“OC and “ D” Companies (S.N.H.) were commanded by 
Majors L. C. Coventry and J. Chaworth-Musters, 
and Capt. J. S. Stafford (War. Yeo.) acted as O.C. 
Details. 


The Battalion was suppled with one Machine Gun per 
Company, and one N.C.O. as Instructor, and began to train as 
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Machine Gunners, in addition to which Infantry drills, and a 
complete course of training combined with special courses of 
instruction for officers and men were carried on. 


In May, Major A.C. Watson having been awarded the D.S.O., 
was appointed 2nd in command of the Sherwood Rangers and 
very shortly after was given the command of the Gloucester- 
shire Yeomanry. ‘I'his officer had served with the Regiment 
from September, 1916, in every action in Sinai and Palestine 
since then, and, although his well deserved honours were the 
subject of sincere congratulation, it was with universal regret 
amongst officers and men that he was compelled to hand over 
the command of “A ’”’ Company to Capt. Wheatley at the end 
of the month. 


Lieut. J. Greensitt rejoined from leave from England, and 
Lieut. F. S. Faber from County of London Yeomanry was 
posted to “A”? Company. 


On May 22nd orders were received for the Battalion to 
embark on the following day, and accordingly the four 
companies were conveyed by train to the Docks, and went on 
board H.M.'T. “ Leasowe Castle ” (Capt. Holt) in the afternoon 
of the 23rd. 


The strength of the Battalion was 54 Officers, and 984 
O.R’s. and there were already on board ship the Bucks. and 
Berks. M.G. Battalion, a Company of Machine Gunners, and a 
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number of attached Officers and Details, Col. Cheape was O.C. 
Troops, and Capt. F. Drake was appointed Ship’s Adjutant. 


As soon as the embarkation was complete, the ship was 
taken out into the Harbour and anchored, remaining until 
5 p.m. on the 26th, when she sailed as one of a Convoy of six 
Transports accompanied by Destroyers, Trawlers, Aeroplanes 
and a captive Kite-Balloon. 


The Convoy steamed in “line ahead” to the end of the 
swept channel, and them came into ‘“'T”’ formation :—four 
ships in the leading line of which the ‘“ Leasowe Castle’’ was 
third. very precaution was taken to prevent lights showing 
after dark, and as many men as possible were ordered to sleep 
on deck at their emergency stations. 


All went well till midnight of the 26th, but at 12.25 a.m. 
on the 27th, about 100 miles from Alexandria, the ‘“‘ Leasowe 
Castle” was struck by a torpedo on the starboard side, a little 
forward of amidships. ‘lhe engines were immediately stopped. 
Troops paraded at their stations, rolls were called, boats 
lowered and rafts flung overboard. ‘The Japanese Destroyer 
‘“R” stood by, while the remainder of the convoy continued 
on their way at full speed and rapidly disappeared. Perfect 
order was maintained on board, the men standing quietly at 
their stations as on parade, while those detailed for the work 
assisted in lowering the boats. Of these 40 were filled and got 
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away in about 45 minutes, transhipping their freights to the 
Japanese Destroyer, and, on their return to refill, were able to 
pick up men in the water or on rafts. 


So far the ‘‘ Leasowe Castle” had remained on a fairly 
level keel, though sinking a little at the stern, with a slight 
list to port, and all of ‘© B” Company who were on the after 
well-deck went over the port side and were picked up in the 
water, the sea being happily calm and warm, with the moon 
as yet still clear and bright. 


About 1.45 a.m H.M. Sloop “ Lily’ appeared, having 
turned back from the convoy to assist in the work of rescue. 
She gallantly ran her bows up to the starboard bow of the 
‘“‘Leasowe Castle’’ and made fast, so that the troops were able 
to pass quickly on board. Meanwhile the Japanese vessel put 
up a smoke screen for protection. 


Suddenly about 2 a.m. a bulkhead in the after part of the 
ship gave way, and with a lond rending noise the “ Leasowe 
Castle’? sank rapidly by the stern, the bows rearing straight 
on end. 

The ‘ Lily” bad a narrow escape as the hawsers con- 
necting her with the sinking ship were cut with an axe only 
in the nick of time. 

The casualties amounting to 102 of all ranks included 
Capt. Holt (the ship’s Captain) and eight of his crew; of the 


Capr. F. A. DRAKE. 
(Drowned at sea, May 27th, 1918.) 
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Warwick Yeomanry :—Hieut.-Col. Gray-Cheape, O.C. Troops, 
Capt. F. Drake, Ship’s Adjutant, and nine O.R’s; eight 
Officers and 44 O.R’s. of the S. Notts. ; and five Officers and 
25 O.R’s. of other Units. 


Of those lost probably most were carried down with the 
ship, as not a single lifeless body was picked up by the boats 
engaged in searching the floating wreckage. Col. Cheape and 
his Adjutant, Capt. Drake, remained on the bridge directing 
operations to the last, and it is supposed that the Colonel 
succeeded in reaching a raft, but was subsequently killed by a 
falling spar, from the fact that his haversack with its contents, 
which he was seen to have when he went overboard, were 
recovered from a raft by Pte. H, Gould. In spite of their 
having life-belts no trace of him or Capt. Drake was obtained, 
but the body of Sergt. ‘T. Vickers was ultimately washed 
ashore at Sollum. 


It is hard to deseribe the blow inflicted on the Regiment 
by the loss of its Colonel and Adjutant. ‘The former had 
commanded the Regiment since Christmas, 1915, and all 
officers and men alike were devotedly attached to him, fully 
appreciating his soldierly qualities, his devotion to duty, his 
gallantry and charm of character. Capt. Drake had proved 
himself a most capable and successful Adjutant, popular with 
all, both on and off parade, and his loss was deeply felt. 
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The other Members of the Regiment reported drowned 
were: Sergt. T. Vickers; Corp. B. C. Cook; Ptes. A. Zeegan, 
J. Henry, A. Cole, W. Brotheridge, C. ‘I’. Mason, Cherry and 
Black. 


Immediately after the final catastrophe, at 2 a.m., the 
“Tilv” already overladen with troops, started back for 
Alexandria, having to proceed with every precaution as two 
other enemy submarines were reported in the vicinity. ‘The 
Japanese Destroyer remained to protect and assist the boats 
still searching the wreckage, and received on board any who 
were rescued, the ship’s Doctor attending to the sick or 
wounded. It was now dark, the moon having set, but about 
11 a.m. H.M. Sloop ‘“ Ladybird”’ and two other ships arrived 
on the scene, and by 11.30 all survivors had been picked up 
for conveyance to Alexandria, which was reached at 7 p.m. 


Officers and men were treated with the utmost kindness and 
hospitality on board the rescuing ships, and again on landing 
on the Quay at Alexandria, where food and clothing were 
distributed by the Red Cross. ‘he officers were sent to the 
various hotels, and the men conveyed by train to Sidi Beshr 
Camp. 


On the following day (May 28th) the work of re-organizing 
the Battalion began. Major Warwick (S.N.H.) having been 
wounded by a blow on the head from a spar on the sinking of 
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the ship, the command devolved on Major J. D. Mills who was 
granted the acting rank of Lieut.-Col., and Lieut. W. B. 
Mercer was appointed Adjutant. 


R.Q.M.S. W. Pardoe was called upon to act in the place of 
Qr.-Mr. J. Hunter (S. Notts.) drowned, and worked indefati- 
gably in his arduous duties as Quartermaster, receiving, later 
on, for this and other services in France the well deserved 
honour of ‘* M.S.M.”’ 


Capt. A. K. Motion took over the command of “B”’ 
Company and all Officers were again on duty by Sunday, 
June 2nd, when regimental life revived. 


The C.O. inspected the Battalion on parade, and a 
Memorial Service for the late Commanding Officer, and 
Officers and Men lost at sea was held, conducted by the Senior 
Chaplain of the Alexandria District. 


A few days later a letter of sympathy, enclosing a sub- 
scription towards the relief of any personal losses, was received 
from Jueut.-Col. Cheesewright, O.C. Yeomanry Base, Kantara, 
followed by a message of condolence from Brig.-Gen. Kelly, 
both of which were highly appreciated by the Troops. 


With reinforcements which arrived from the Base at 
Kantara, and a fresh equipment, the Battalion was again 
complete by June 12th, and the strength brought up to 937 
O.R’s. 
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On the 14th, orders were received for re-embarkation on 
the 17th, and all necessary preparations undertaken. 


Major Warwick, having returned from hospital recovered 
from his wounds, took over the Battalion from Major Mills, 
who left on short leave to Alexandria, and on June 16th was 
married to Miss Carola ‘luck, daughter of Judge 8S. P. Tuck, 
of the Internationa] Court of Appeals. 


The Battalion embarked on June 17th, 1918, on H.M.T. 
‘Caledonia.”’ Strength :—47 Officers; 6 W.O's. and 965 
O.R’s. ‘Total 1,018; and joined the Bucks. and Berks. Yeo- 
manry M.G. Battalion, which, with various details was already 
on board. 


Major Mills returned on the 18th and assumed ‘‘command 
of troops,’”’ with Lieut. Mercer as Ship’s Adjutant. 


The Convoy consisting of the ‘ Caledonia” with the 
‘‘ Kaiser-i-Hind”’ and three other accompanying ships sailed at 
3.30 p.m. on the 18th. The voyage was uneventful except for 
one incident on the 21st, when a T.B. Destroyer in front went 
in pursuit of a Submarine and dropped depth charges (with 
what result was unknown) and in the afternoon of that day 
Taranto was reached safely. Having disembarked, the night 
was spent at a Rest Camp on shore, and next day the Battalion 
entrained at ‘laranto, leaving at 5 p.m., June 22nd. 


MaJor J. D. MILLS. 
(In temp. command Sept.-Nov., 1915, and May-June, 1918.) 
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It was a long slow journey by train occupying a week, and 
the route taken was up the East Coast of Italy, with frequent 
halts for rest and refreshment at Brindisi, Foggia, Ancona, 
Bologna and other places, till Savona was reached on the 25th. 
Passing through the Reviera in the early morning of the 26th 
a halt was made near Nice for breakfast, and thence the train 
continued the journey round the outskirts of Marseilles and 
Paris to Ktaples arriving at 7 a.m. on June 29th. 


The accommodation on board the train was cramped and 
uncomfortable, especially for the men who were herded by 
forties in goods vans; and the conditions would have been 
almost unbearable but for the frequent halts and the fine 
scenery en route. It was a great relief therefore when the 
time for detraining arrived, and, after breakfast at the Rest 
Camp, the Battalion moved to the 21st Infantry Base Depot, 
where tents were drawn and pitched. Hostile aeroplanes were 
over Ktaples during the nights of the 29th and 30th, but no 
casualties occurred, although the Post Office and Officers’ 
Canteen (about 300 yards away) were wrecked. Leave to the 
United Kingdom now commenced, and was welcomed as their 
first by many, the allotment being granted in turn to those 
who had been longest from home without leave. 


At this time the Battalion was called the ‘‘ B’”’ Battalion, 
M.G.C., but later in Angust it became the ‘100th (Warwick 
and S$. Notts. Yeo.) Battalion, M.G.C.” 
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The Battalion moved out of Etaples and pitched camp in 
a small Poplar Wood on the Boulogne Road, shaded by trees 
which concealed it from the air, and additional protection from 
air raids was provided by emergency trenches close by. 


On July 6th, 231 men surplus to the establishment were 
sent to Grantham under Capt. R. F. K. Gooch who was sub- 
sequently posted to a Remount Depot in England. His departure 
was much regretted by all, as, in addition to the valuable 
services he had rendered as Squadron I.eader for a long time, 
he had gained distinction for the Regiment in winning the 
three Open Steeplechases in Sinai and Palestine in 1917-18, 
before referred to. 


On July 18th, Lieut.-Col. C. A. Calvert, D.S.O. (Surrey 
Yeo., attached to the S. Notts. Hrs.) took command of the 
Battalion from Major Warwick who went to ‘ngland for 
leave and a Course of Instruction at Grantham till September, 
and during the interval Major Mills acted as second in 
command at Regimental Headquarters, 


Lieut. R. J. Gilman, who on July 4th had gone to Hospital 
at Le ‘Touquet, suffering from effects of exposure in the wreck 
of the ‘‘ Leasowe Castle,’’ died on the 15th, the news of which 
was received with great grief by all his comrades. He was a 
deservedly popular officer, and for his gallantry in the Charge 
at Hu) was awarded the M.C. On that occasion, slthough 


LIEUT. R. J. GILMAN, M.C. 
(Died in France, July, 1918.) 
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wounded, he helped his Squadron Leader, Capt. Valintine, out 
of action when the latter received the fatal wounds to which 
he succumbed, Lieut. Gilman was buried in the Ktaples 
Military Cemetery on July 17th, the funeral being attended by 
the C.O. and other Officers of the Regiment. 


On the 28th, Lieut. J. B. Rodger, M.C. returned from leave 
and was posted to ‘‘B’’ Company as second in command to 
Capt. Motion, and on August 7th, Lieut. li. 1k. Whitehead, 
M.G.C. was taken on the strength of the Regiment and posted 
to ‘*B’’ Company. Lieut. Whitehead was an officer of some 
previous experience in machine gun warfare in France, and 
proved himself of great value to the Battalion later. 


As yet the Battalion had been chiefly occupied in training 
for their new sphere of work, but in the middle of August 
preparations were commenced for a move to an unknown 
destination for active operations, and on the 25th they en- 
trained at Etaples to join Gen. Rawlinson’s Fourth Army. 
Capt. Wheatley here returned from leave in England. 


On arrival at Longean, a junction just beyond Amiens, the 
Battalion detrained and marched through the night to Querrieu 
about 10 miles, ‘The march was a trying one over rough and 
slippery roads in darkness with frequent thunderstorms, and 
it was a relief to all when Querrieu was reached in the early 
morning of August 26th. After a brief halt ‘“‘A’’ and “B”’ 
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Companies proceeded to Warloy and Frankvillers respectively, 
but eventually the whole Battalion concentrated with Head- 
quarters at Warloy, where for a while training was continued. 


The small village of Warloy was about the most eastern in 
that area left inhabited, having escaped serious damage so far, 
although bombing machines could be heard rightly passing 
overhead to Amiens and back areas. 


In the course of training it was now arranged that for the 
purpose of gaining experience in action, two Officers and two 
N.C.O’s. per company should be attached for 48 hours to 
Machine Gun Companies in the line to see how things were 
done, and the experiment proved of great value in improving 
their efficiency. 


By the end of August, the Battalion, attached to the 
Fourth Army under General Sir Henry Rawlinson, was ready 
to take part in the great counter-offensive which began in July 
with the general advance of the Allied forces, and led to the 
victorious termination of the war. Before describing in detail 
the work of our Battalion the following outline of events 
(gathered chiefly from Lord Haig’s despatches) will give a 
general idea ot the operations of the Fourth Army in the area 
in which it was engaged :— 
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It was in July that Marshal Foch commenced to carry into effect 
the plans he had been quietly preparing for many weeks, and the 
first move was made by French and American Troops on the Marne, 
but on August 8th an offensive was launched on the line from 
Morlancourt north of the Somme to Brasches on the Avre, and this 
was carried out by the 4th Army and the French Ist Army. The 
immediate object was to drive the enemy back from their position 
near Amiens, and the result was so successful that in five days the 
4th Army captured 400 guns and about 22,000 prisoners. 


On August 2]st a further attack was made by the 4th and 3rd 
Armies when Albert was taken, and by the end of the month the 
entire line from Arras to Soissons was steadily advancing. 


September Ist marked the close of the second stage of the 
British offensive. Amiens had been disengaged, Rapaume taken, 
and the Baitle of the Scarpe compelled the enemy to withdraw to the 
Tortille River and the Nurlu Plateau in front of the Hindenburg 
Line. It was at this stage that the Battalion began to take an active 
part in the operations. 


On September 2nd the Drocourt-Queant section (the most 
formidable of the Hindenburg Line) was broken, and by the 8th the 
enemy were driven back to the line Vermand-Epehy-Havrincourt. 


The 3rd and 4th Armies were heavily engaged from September 
12—18 in the attacks on Havrincourt and Epehy ona front of 17 
miles, and after severe fighting Epehy was taken, and the area 
between that place and Lempiere completely cleared. 


The ground gained by the 4th, 3rd and Ist Armies since 
September 18th had secured the position required for attacking the 
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the main Hindenburg Line, and on the 27th the 4th Army began a 
heavy bombardment of the German lines, which was followed by 
the Infantry attack on the 29th between Holnon and Vendhuille. 
On that day the 46th Division took Bellenglise with great gallantry, 
the place being situated in an angle of the Esceut Canal, which had 
to be crossed on rafts, many of the men swimming or wading, and 
climbing up the far side of the canal for the assault. Meanwhile 
the Ist and 6th Divisions, having joined the 32nd, made a further 
advance, taking Lehaucourt and gaining an important position on 
the east of the St. Quentin Canal. 


On: October 3rd the 4th Army took Sequehart, and in the next 
two days, after severe fighting, secured Le Catelet, Montbrehain, and 
Beaurevoir. On the 6th the troops enjoyed a brief but well earned 
rest. 


The great assault of nine days fighting ending on October 5th, 
in which the Ist, 3rd and 4th Armies, after storming the line of the 
Canal du Nord, had broken the Hindenburg Line, closed the first 
phase of the British offensive. The enemy had suffered great and 
overwhelming defeat all along the lines, and (to quote from Lord 
Haig’s despatches) ‘nothing remained except natural obstacles 
between our Armies and Maubeuge.” 


The second and concluding phase begun with the Battle of Le 
Cateau, October 8-12, when the 4th and 3rd Armies attacked ona 
front from Sequehart to south of Cambrai, with the French Armies 
on their right as far as St. Quentin. Premont and Brancourt were 
taken, and the 66th Division captured Serain and Malincourt. 


In the Battle of the Selle River, October 17-25, the 4th Army 
after taking all points south of Cattillon on the 17th, secured Le 
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Cateau and the Selle position by the 23rd and advanced to the neigh- 
bourhood of Valenciennes. 


The advance of the Allies, in spite of the determined counter- 
attacks and desperate fighting, had been continuous for nearly three 
months, the French and American Armies on the right, and the 
Belgians on the left of the British, in one long unbroken front 
driving the German Armies back to the frontier, The retreat of the 
enemy had become continually more and more rapid, until finally 
towards the end of October it was little better than a rout all along 
the line, and the famous prophetic utterance of Marshal Foch made 
on September 24th was shortly to be verified :—** We shall continue 
our advance without stopping and we shall arrive at the Rhine.” 


The course of events between November Ist and llth may be 
shordy summarised. After the Battle of the Sambres the 25th 
Division occupied Landrecies on November oth, and the 4th Army 
penetrated beyond Prisches and Maroilles. A general retreat 
followed on the whole front on November 9th and Maubeuge was 
entered by the Guards and the 62nd Divis‘on. Baslieu was occupied 
by the 66th Division (to which the Warwick Battalion was attached) 
in the evening of November 8th, and early on the 11th the Canadians 
captured Mons. 


At the time of the Armistice on the llth the right of the 4th 
Arminy was Kast of the Belgian frontier, and thence to the North the 
general line extended from Sivry to Grammont. 
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In September the real work of the Battalion began, and 
continued with little rest for the remaining two months of 
hostilities. Field firing and other exercises were carried on at 
Harponville for the first three days, but on September 4th 
orders were received for the Battalion to march to ‘I'rénes 
Wood, about 15 miles. ‘lhe route lay through the heart of the 
devastated area by Albert, and thence through the valley of the 
Ancre, everywhere pitted with shell holes, past Fricourt, 
Mametz and Montauban, places famous in the history of the 
war, but now mere masses of debris. Passing the Chateau of 
Bécourt, near Albert, which by some chance was left standing, 
and was being used as Divisional H.Q., the Battalion after a 
long and weary march reached Trénes Wood, and there 
bivouacked in the open or in some half-dug trenches. ‘‘A”’ 
Company (Capt. Wheatley) was for a short time attached to 
the 12th Division, and ‘“ B’’ Company (Lieut. Rodger) to the 
47th Division, but on September 7th the whole Battalion went 
to the 58th Division, with Battalion H.Q. at Combles which 
were shortly moved to Nurlu. ‘A’ Company was located near 
Nurlu, ‘“B”’ at Bouchavesnes and Guyencourt. Capt. A. F. 
Holden, M.C. (S.N.H.) rejoined at Combles as Adjutant to 
the Battalion. Nurlu was being regularly shelled by day and 
bombed by night, but, after three of the enemy bombers had 
been caught and destroyed, the place was comparatively quiet 
and luckily the Battalion escaped any casualties. 
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On September 8th “A’’ Company took up a defensive line 
on Saulcourt Ridge, north of Guyencourt, and next evening 
advanced to a more forward position preparatory to putting up 
a barrage early in the morning of the 10th on Peiziers. ‘They 
were heavily shelled, suffering some casualties, and after dusk 
retired. On the 14th “B’’ Company, which had been held in 
reserve, moved up to continue a harassing fire by night and 
day on an area north of Peiziers, but were relieved the 
following morning. | 


On September 16th the 8rd Corps commenced an attack on 
the whole Corps front, with the object of breaking through the 
Hindenburg I.ine by taking Epehy. The Battalion was under 
the orders of the 12th Division, and the Companies took up 
positions in the trenches by mght, being heavily shelled 
throughout the next day with H.E. and gas. That night they 
carried on harassing fire, and were again subjected to severe 
shelling, one gun of “A” being knocked out with a direct hit. 
The two Companies continued in action in the Guyencourt 
area during the 18th, and in the evening rain fell heavily. 


Karly in the morning of September 19th, ‘A’? Company 
moved forward to the railway to put down a barrage on Deelish 
Avenue and Ockerden Trench which lasted 40 minutes, when 
they again moved forward to a fresh position for another 
barrage. Meanwhile “B’’ Company were employed in 
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harassing fire on Old Copse, and a barrage in support of an 
Infantry attack, when they had a gun knocked out by a shell 
and two O.R’s wounded. In the first advance to the railway 
that morning a sight presented itself to the Company, bearing 
evidence of the effective fire in the previous attack. On the 
east side of the line were seen five German machine guns with 
teams practically complete, teams and gunners killed and guns 
mostly damaged. ‘I'wo of them had evidently been caught 
while attempting to retire. 


On September 23rd, two gun teams under Lieut. Whitehead 
moved up at night to Heythorpe Post near Kpehy to carry on 
harassing fire, using two German guns which had been salved, 
but on coming into action they encountered heavy shell and 
M.G. fire, from which they had no protection, and were com- 
pelled to retire. 


For gallant services on this occasion Sergt. F. Sanders of 
‘“ B” Company was subsequently awarded the “ M.M.”’ 


The same evening one section of ‘“‘A” Company, under 
2nd-Lieut. C. EF. McAndrew had moved to a fresh position near 
Epehy and sustained severe losses. McAndrew ought to have 
been in position before midnight, but was delayed by heavy 
shelling, road blocks, &c., till early dawn. This was watched 
by the enemy and the section was shelled out of its position 
with six casualties. Lieut. McAndrew, and Ptes. Cash, Owen, 
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Parkes, Pryce and Reed were killed. Lieut. McAndrew was a 
great loss to the Regiment, having in his short career proved 
himself a most capable Officer. 


On September 24th, the two Companies concentrated after 
dark with Battalion H.Q. at Nurlu, and were ordered to proceed 
to Bernes to come under the 9th Corps. Major Mills took over 
‘“B” Company, and Major Warwick (S.N.H.} returned to the 
Battalion for duty as 2nd in command. ‘The 9th Corps H.Q. 
were at Villers Carbonell and here a Conference was held 
preparatory to the coming offensive operations. 


Immediately after the Conference an advance party went 
to Bernes where the Battalion was brought up by motor lorries 
and light railway, and next morning Company Officers pro- 
ceeded to reconnoitre the proposed positions their Batteries 
were to occupy for the impending attack on Bellenglise. On 
September 28th the Companies moved up to their places; ‘‘A”’ 
Company was located near the Victoria Cross Road, and “B” 
in an old trench west of Bellenglise. The night was very dark 
and the enemy very steadily gas-shelled a valley which had to 
be crossed, but by 3 a.m. on the 29th all guns were in position. 
The objectives were St. Quentin Canal and portions of 
Bellenglise, and the barrage put up by “B’’ Company, was 
much appreciated by the Infantry, who gained all their 
objectives according to plan and time-table. Both Companies 
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were continually under fire, and suffered casualties, ‘‘A’’ Com- 
pany had three men killed and three wounded, and ‘“‘B” Company 
had a gun team knocked out. Lieut. Mercer (‘‘ B’’ Company) 
who had been previously recommended for the honour after 
the Huj charge, now received the M.C. for gallant conduct on 
this occasion. His coolness under heavy fire restored confidence 
in the men, thereby getting the guns going again after the 
section next his own had become disconcerted by the loss of 
the gun team, and disablement of their leader, Lient. Driver. 


Both Companies now moved to defensive positions west of 
Bellenglise in case of counter-attack. 


On September 30th, 5 Officers and 60 O.R’s. joined from 
the M.G. Base, making the strength of the Battalion 44 
Officers and 822 O.R’s. 


On October Ist the Battalion withdrew and concentrated 
in their old bivouac at Bernes, marching next day to Moislains 
to join the 25th Division. ‘This turned out to be a march of 
20 miles in the wrong direction, for at midnight orders to join 
in the advance of the Division were received, and the Battalion 
(less ““B’’ Company) marched to St. smilie, where they were 
held in reserve, while ‘B” Company proceeded to Lovries, to 
operate with the 7th Brigade, the junction being effected at 
Quennemont at 7 p.m. on October 3rd. ‘Thence the whole 
Brigade marched to Bellicourt, which was reached about 
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midnight, and here considerable chaos prevailed as the 
Australians who had just been relieved, had promised guides 
for the M.G. Sections, but they failed to appear. Orders to 
the Brigade were very late, and the sections were sent up into 
the line, split up amongst the Infantry battalions, and at their 
disposal. Asa result, two of the sections found themselves 
in exposed and useless positions—the 3rd under Lieut. Sarsons 
in Mushroom Quarry, and the 2nd under Lieut. Mercer in a 
sunken road, facing the southern end of the Masnieres- 
Beaurevoir line, which turned out to be the last great obstacle 
to a final break through into fresh and unspoiled country. 
After dark, 2nd-Lieut. Canning’s section, which was in an 
exposed position in shell holes near La Motte Farm, was 
withdrawn, but not before Pte. Dickeson had been killed and 
Pte. Stevens wounded. 


On October 5th, Battalion H.Q. were at Montbrehain, and 
two sectio.s were sent, with two Battalions of Infantry, to 
help in the consolidation of Beaurevoir. For three days and 
nights the sections of “‘A’’ Company were continuously in 
action, and at times were compelled to cease fire as they were 
drawing fire on the advancing Infantry. 


In bringing up water, on the night of the 6th, their water 
cart was hit, and the horses and and man in charge (Pte. J. 
Hughes) were wounded. 
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The casualties on the 8th amounted to two O.R’s. wounded 
and five horses killed. 


The 1st Section of ““B” Company withdrew to a sunken 
road near Polemprise Farm on the night of the 5th, and on 
leaving their trenches, a bomb dropped from an aeroplane 
killed Ptes. Mullard, Roots and Taylor, and destroyed two 
guns. A further catastrophe befell two of ‘«B”’ company 
sections who had moved forward to put a barrage on Bronx 
Farm on the morning of the 8th. An intense hostile barrage 
was encountered, 16 animals being killed, and a limber 
destroyed in addition to other casualties, and only one section 
succeeded in getting through under Lieut. Whitehead in time 
to carry out the task. ‘The other sections were ordered to 
withdraw to Mushroom Quarry. 


The results were disappointing, as, next day on riding over 
the ground to be barraged, a line of quite shallow German 
machine gun emplacements were found, which could have 
been rendered quite untenable. 


During the night Sergt. J. Read, who had been gassed and 
was left behind in a Pill-Box as not fit to march, made good 
use of his time in he]ping some American machine gunners, 
who were without an Officer, to locate themselves and come 
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into action. The gallant Sergeant, in spite of his unwilling- 
ness to succumb, had to be ordered to Hospital next morning. 


October 8th was a memorable day. The attack had been 
completely successful and the whole force (Cavalry, Transport 
and all) swept right on over the last really strongly prepared line. 
By nightfall a great victory was achieved, many guns were 
captured, and the advance in this sector was carried through 
to the outskirts of Premont and Serain. The enemy retired 
so hurriedly that not a shell was fired back that afternoon and 
reconnaisances were now carried on through unscarred land 
and undestroyed villages. Maj. Mills and Lieut. Rodger, while 
reconnoitring, witnessed the blowing up of the Church at 
Premont by the enemy, which was done to block the main 
roads to that village, and two days later the Battalion billeted 
close to the ruined building. ‘The western exits from Premont 
were still held by the enemy, and a Section, under Lieut. 
Rodger, was sent to assist in covering that area, but, although 
the position was heavily bombed from the air, and much 
damage done to Cavalry and Artillery, the section escaped 
untouched. 


On October 9th the Battalion concentrated near Maretz 
and Avelu, and on the following day preparations were made 
for the attack on Le Cateau, the Infantry advancing to St. 
Benin south of the town. 


G 
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The Battalion having retired to Premont, which was ~ 
crowded with troops, rested in that place until the 16th when 
they moved up to take part in the attack on Le Cateau fixed 
for next day (October 17th). 


“A” and “B” Companies with two Sections of “D” (S.N.H.) 
were divided into groups or batteries and put up barrages to 
cover the Infantry advance. One of the batteries in No. 1 
group detailed from ‘“A’’ Company completed its work in 15 
minutes, and was then shelled out of its position. The others 
fired for about 50 minutes, when a direct hit put one gun out 
ofaction. No.3 group (from ‘‘B”’ Company) directed their fire 
on the Railway Triangle and Cutting S. of Le Cateau to cover 
the attack, and on the following day the Battalion acted in 
support of the right flank of the Division (25th and 13th Corps) 
west of the town. ) 


Both Companies remained in position until after dark on 
the 19th when they were relieved by the 18th M.G.C. and 
concentrated at Maurois and Reumont, finally returning to the 
old billets at Premont on October 20th. 


The fight round Le Cateau continued until the 28rd when 
the place was occupied, and in the evening the Battalion con- 
centrated there in billets. At this time the G.O.C., 66th 
Division, to which the Battalion was attached, arranged to 
allow periodical rest for all Officers from Company Commanders 
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downwards, and several of them returned to Premont for a 
short time, but before the end of the month all rear Head- 
quarters were brought up to Le Cateau and the Battalion 
remained there till November 4th, occupied in cleaning up and 
drawing stores and clothing. The strength of the Battalion 
was 51 Officers and 843 O.R’s. 


On November 4th, “A’’ and “B”’ Companies left Le Cateau 
for Pommereuil, and the Sections of ‘‘A’’ Company were split 
up and attached as follows :— 

No. 1—(Lieut. Bond) to the 199th Brigade. 
», 2—(Lieut. Willis) to the South African Brigade. 
,», o—(Lieut. Wilson) to the 198th Brigade. 


The following day they were employed in supporting an 
attack by the 25th Division on Landrecies, but the enemy 
retired after setting fire to the place, and the Battalion moved 
into billets there with the 66th Division, and on the 6th and 
7th a further advance was made to Noyelles. Capt. Faber 
took ‘“‘A’’ Company while Capt. Wheatley went to the M.G. 
School at Camier, but the latter returned on December 6th and 
resumed command. 


On the 8th, the 66th Division were ordered to continue the 
pursuit of the enemy with the utmost vigour, and “B”’ 
Company being attached to the 199th Brigade left early that 
morning for Avesnes by Dompierre. The approach to that 
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place was made difficult by the enemy having blown up bridges 
and roads, and a circuitous route had to be taken, but all 
sections were 1n position Kast and N.-Kast of Bas Lieu by 
midnight. ‘The enemy threatened some resistance next day, 
but soon resumed his hasty retreat allowing the Brigade to 
press on unmolested over the area near ‘laquennerie Farm. 
The Battalion concentrated on November 10th at Bas Lieu. 


It was late on the night of the 10th that Lieut. R. P. 
Prankerd was killed. He had been attached for duty to “C”’ 
Company (the South Notts.) with the South African Brigade, 
forming part of a mobile column engaged in pressing the 
pursuit, and he with two O.R’s were killed by a shell at the 
Company’s rear H.Q. about a mile south of Hestrud. 


Lieut. Prankerd was the first Recruit Officer to join the 3rd line at 
Warwick in May, 1915. His keen sense of duty induced him to 
abandon his intended profession as Artist for which he showed 
exceptional talent, and the excellent sketches of scenes and events in 
the campaigns which he produced were familiar to all in the Regiment. 
Those who knew Prankerd in the early days of training can remember 
with admiration the energy with which he set himself to acquire 
proficiency as a Cavalry Officer: and after six months work at Tidworth 
he was sent out in November, 1915, to Mudros to join the Ist Regiment 
then about to return to Egypt after the evacuation of Gallipoli. He 
was always known as a painstaking and capable Officer throughout his 
career in the Regiment, and it was indeed bad luck that he should lose 
his life within 12 hours of the Armistice. 


LiguT, R. P. Prankerd. 
(Killed in France, Nov. 10th, 1918.) 


Digitized by Google 
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November 11th, 1918, will be for all time a memorable 
date in history. The Battalion had left the village of Bas Lieu 
that morning, ‘“‘A’’ Company for Les Fontaines, and “B”’ to 
join the 199th Brigade at Clairfayts, and were not far on their 
journey before they were met by the Adjutant (Capt. Holden) 
waving a slip of paper in his hand containing the following 
momentous message :— 

“ Hostilities will cease at 11.00 hours to-day, November LIth, 
Troops will stand fast on line reached at that hour which 
will be reported by wire to Head Quarters, 4th Ariny Advance 
Guard. Defensive precautions will be maintained, There 
will be no intercourse of any description with enemy until 
receipt of instructions. 4th Army Advance Guard.” 


The good news was soon spread amongst all ranks on the 
march, and it is difficult to describe the impression created in 
the minds of the men. The feeling that seemed to pre- 
dominate was one of intense relief that all was practically over, 
but the joy was tempered by an almost overwhelming wave of 
sorrow, and sympathy for all the brave comrades who had laid 
down their lives for their country during the four years and 
three months of war, and regret that they had not lived to hear 
the good news of victory. 


On reaching Clairfayts ‘‘B’’ Company was ordered to follow 
the Brigade to Sivry, to supply M.G. Batteries to guard the 
approaches to that town in case the enemy played false to his 
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word. Late in the evening one section was placed at Moulard 
to cover the valleys that ran in behind the town from the 
north-east, while the other three sections covered the main 
roads on the east and south. The men had marched 15 miles 
that day, but nothing mattered under present circumstances. 


A hard frost set in and lasted during the week of inactivity 
which followed the Armistice prior to the march to the Rhine. 
The Battalion concentrated at Sivry on the 13th, and remained 
there till the 18th when the advance began, the time being 
occupied in a general cleaning and polishing up. Special 
Divine Service was held in the Town Hall at Sivry on Sunday 
the 14th, and on the 18th the Battalion marched to Four- 
bechies, and next day to Jamiolle. The route was much 
blocked by Artillery, and billets were not reached till 9.45 p.m. 
in black darkness. 


They remained at Jamiolle till the 24th, transferred to Gen. 
Alan Hunter’s Brigade (the 198th), and left that day for Rosée, 
finding billets at the Chateau de Rosée which had been left in 
a state of indescribable filth by the lately departed Germans. 
Here their stay was protracted for three weeks, and football 
and other forms of recreation were provided for the men, while 
the Officers engaged in a certain amount of wild boar hunting, 
and a nondescript pack of ‘‘ harriers’ was started under the 
able management of Capt. Faber. 
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The remaining history of the Regiment can be briefly told. 
On December 6th, the C.O., Col Calvert went on 14 days leave 
to Kingland, but was demobilized without returning, and Major 
Warwick succeeded him. ‘The Battalion left Rosée on 
December 14th for Ciney, crossing the Meuse at Dinant, where 
they billeted for the night, but three days after their arrival at 
Ciney they were ordered to proceed on the 19th to a village 
called Haversin about ten miles 8... Here it was found the 
place was inadequate for permanent quarters for the Battalion, 
and accordingly ‘A’? Company was billeted in Haid, and “ B”’ 
moved to Serinchamps. Major Mills went home on leave on 
the 20th, and was eventually demobilized without returning, 
Capt. A. K. Motion taking over his Company; and on the 
22nd, Maj. Warwick was appointed to command the Battalion 
with acting rank of Lieut.-Col. 


Throughout January, 1919, demobilization proceeded 
steadily, five Officers and 165 O.R’s leaving the Battalion, 
which by February 6th was reduced to two Companies—the 
one representing the Warwick Yeomanry under the command 
of Capt. Motion. All were at Haversin where the process of 
handing in guns, ammunition, &c., and animals was carried 
on till the end of the month. | 

In March the Battalion returned to Ciney and demobiliza- 
tion continued. In February and March Major Wheatley, 
Capt. Faber, Lieuts. Clifton, Parry and Driver, and in May 
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Lieut.-Col. Warwick and Lieut. Rodger were demobilized. At 
the end of April Capt. Motion, Lieuts. Michell and Griffiths 
went to 62 Battalion M.G.C. and Lieut. Wilson became 
Adjutant in the place of Capt. Holden demobilized. 


On May Ist “A” and “B” Cadres under Capt. and Qr. F. 
Pimlett and Lieut. C. 14. Bond left Ciney for Antwerp, where 
they embarked for Tilbury on the 9th, and on arrival proceeded 
by train to Barrow-in-Furness, and marched to camp, Here 
the men were grouped together for the respective demobilization 
centres, and dispersed by the 17th of the month. 


Thus ends the history of the Regiment’s operations in 
France, and four long years of active service overseas in the 


Great War. 


The Regiment was re-constructed in 1920 under Lieut.-Col. 
Bernard Granville (gazetted Feb. 16th, 1920), and, on his 
retirement the following year, Lieut.-Col. W. Pepys was 
appointed to command April 26th, 1921. 


Under the Government Scheme of 1920 for the reconstruction 
of the Territorial Army, the Warwickshire Yeomanry, as 
second of the ten senior Regiments, was allowed to con- 
tinue as Cavalry, and form part of the 2nd Cavalry 
Division. 
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CASUALTIES, SEPTEMBER—NOVEMBER, 1918. 


Rank and Name. Date and Nature cf Casualty. 
Lieut. R. J. Gilman Died of sickness 15.7.18 
Lieut. R. P. Prankerd Killed in action 11.11.18 
2nd-Lieut. C. R. McAndrew = 23.9.18 
Lieut. E. L. Driver Wounded 29.9.18 
Pte. Cockeril], H. Killed in action 21.9.18 

» Cash, E. W. a 23.9.18 

» Owen, A. ” és 

» Parkes, J. a a 

oe Pryce, T. W. ” 9 

» Read, E. W. - ‘s 
Corp. Drinkwater, H. - 1.10.18 
Pte. Bayliss, J. 3 ‘5 

,, Carpenter, G. ms Pr 

»» Dickeson, H. - 4.10.18 

», Mullard, J. R. . 6.10.18 

” Roots, J. 9 9 
Sergt. Clarke, F. - 17,10.18 
Trptr. Magrath, G. a a 
Pte. Hunt, W. és 3 

» Cope, A. r - 

» Fox, H. KE. o 

» Fletcher, '. ‘3 4.11.18 

, Whiteley, A. . 23.10.18 

» Smith, P. H. . Died of wounds 29.9.18 
L/Corp. Jones, G. “3 9.10.18 
Pte. Flint, J. “s 11.19.18 
Sergt. Shilleock H. L. Died of sickness 27.10.18 
Corp. Hickman, W. Died of wounds 19.11.18 
]./Corp. Gould, F. H. Wounded 10.9.18 
Pte. Edmunds, W. C. ¥ ss 

» Capes, S. Gassed 11.9.18 

» Cooper, F. J. a ne 


» Godfrey, V. G. = a3 
» steele, R. Wounded 18.9.18 
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Rank and Name. Date and Nature of Casualty. 
Corp. McKenna, J. Gassed 18.9.18 


L/Corp. Morris, J. A. 
Pte. Wiseman, A. F. 
» Roberts, J. 


Corp. Lindley, W. . 
Sergt. Penn, J. L. Wounded “s 
Corp. Taylor, D. F. 


99 9 


Pte. Tandy, T. 
5» Wilson, R. A. 
.. Wain, A. 
»» Sharman, W. J. Ms 
,, Hall, S. R. Gassed 


»» Dowell, P. Wounded 19.9.18 
»» Mann, A. J. 


, ‘Lrenfield, E. G. - 20.9.18 

5» Inscoe, C. L. ee i 
L/Corp. Davies, A. L. 35 24.9.18 
Pte. Smith, L. C. ‘3 29.9.18 


»» Walden, R. G. 
» Lilley, F. 
»» Osborne, B. C. 
»» Elsworth, T. R. 
Corp. Powell, C. H. 
» Edden, E. H. - 
Pte. Wooley, G. ‘3 1.10.18 
» Brookes, C. 
L/Corp. Johnson, R. O. 
Pte. Stevens, G. 
Sergt. Casson, H. 
Corp. Downes, A. 
Pte. Kenyon, H. 8. 
» Hall, W.C. 
»» Dodding, A. ‘5 
» corr, F. J. Gassed 
,, Cummings, E. - a 
Sergt. Reed, J. a 7.10.18 
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Rank and Name. Date and Nature of Casualty. 
Pte. Hnghes, T. Wounded 8.10.18 
Corp. Hall, W. H. as 10.10.18 
Pte. Phelps, C. D. - “ 
» Beary, A. J. $6 - 
Sergt. Wilkinson, H. ‘s 11.10.18 
» Worth, J. + 17.10.18 
Pte. Hardiman, R. » . 
Corp. Birchley, F. as 23.10.18 
L/Sergt. Harris, F. - 4.11.18 


N.C.O’s. AND MEN WHO DIED aT HOME. 


Pte. Berry, H. (Stratford-on-Avon) a 1.5.15 
» Brock, F. A.(Birmingham)  __.... 7.9.17 
» Cowley, H. W. (Stratford-on-Avon) ... 29.10.18 

S.C. Dowdeswell, H. S. (Evesham) ~ rae 21.2.16 

Sergt. Gould, F. (Farnham) wwe 7.70.17 

Pte. Parker, W. (Worcester) (sane 17.4.17 
» Powell, J. H. (Leicester) 2.000 ww 31.1.18 

L/Corp. Reed, G. E. (Leeds) wn 29.12.17 

Pte, Robbins, J.(Warwick) sw 19.3.15 

4.16 


» Smith, S. (Birmingham)  .oo ow. 3. 


The Casualties in France amounted to three Officers and 24 
O.R’s. killed or died on service, and one Officer and 51 O.R’s 
wounded or gassed. 


The total number of Officers and Men of the Regiment who 
were killed or died on service since Mobilization were :— 
Officers 14 (of whom three were killed on service 


with other Regiments) 
O.R’s. 115 


Total 129 


Cuaprer VII. 


THE RESERVE 
SECOND AND THIRD LINE UNITS 


4 


I—THE SECOND REGIMENT. 


WAR OFFICE Letter dated August 31st, 1914, autho- 

rized the County Associations to form Reserve Units 

for each Service Unit of the Territorial Force, 60 per cent. of 

which had volunteered for general service, to be raised and 
trained at the original Head Quarters of the Unit. 


The new units were to be organised to take the place of the 
general service units when ordered abroad, and to act as feeders 
to replace wastage in the latter. ‘hey were to be composed of 
all men from the general service units who could not go abroad, 
and Recruits enlisted both for general and home service. 


Officers Commanding were ordered to submit nominations 
fur commissions in these reserve units for consideration. 


Col. F. Dugdale, who on September 30th was succeeded by 
Col. Wight-Boycott in the command of the 1st Regiment ordered 
overseas, undertovk the formation of the 2nd line accordingly, 
and Lieut.-Col. R. Charteris, having already returned to Head 
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Quarters at St. Johns, Warwick for the purpose, with the 
assistance of Lord Willoughby de Broke, at once commenced 
recruiting. 


Capt. F. Fleming (formerly Capt. 6th D.G’s.) was appointed 
Adjutant, 21.9.14, and the following Officers were gazetted :— 
Majors st eenteCor R. B. Charteris (2nd in command); Lord 
Willoughby de Broke; R. J. Beech (Lieut.-Col. ret.) ; and 
R. Emmet, (Sen.). 
Captains :—T. A. Motion; E. C. W. Severne (21.9.14) 
Lieut. :—H. C. Coulston (21.5.14) 


2nd-Lieuts.:—E. A. Hoffguard; J.C. Hunter; C. Joynson; B.C. 
Johnson ; C.K. Lloyd; F.H.J. Drummond ; F. R. Gaskell 
(21.9.14); R. Emmet (Jun.) (15.10.14); E. A. Philippi 
(2.10.14); KR. M. Griffin (1.11.14) ; Viscount Glentworth 
(1.1.15) ; A. Hordern; H. Holmes; E.N.F. Loyd; N. H. 
Docker ; and Hon. J. Mitford (20.2.15). 


Quarter-Master : —E. A. Brambleby (Hon. Lieut.) (21.9.14) 


The Officers’ Mess was established at the Woolpack Hotel. 
Recruits soon began to come in, and, after being subjected to 
& preliminary test in riding, the best were enrolled. Foot 
drills and general recruit training were rigorously carried on at 
Head Quarters and on the Common; but, as horses were at 
first not supplied, a mixed lot of ponies and hunters were 
collected by Major Kmmet, for purposes of instruction in the 
Riding School established on the Race Course. 
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Three Squadrons were formed, and the men billeted in 
Warwick—“ B”’ Squadron under Lord Willoughby de Broke ; 
“C” under Major Beech; and “D’”’ commanded by Major 
R. Emmet. 


After some weeks the hiring of horses was authorised, and 
a full complement eventually acquired. Mounted training 
could then be carried on in earnest, and the Squadrons were 
exercised in scouting and outpost duty in the country, including 
field days and night attacks. Trenches were dug in Warwick 
Park, and instruction given in every department of warfare. 


At this time the famous 29th Division were quartered in 
various parts of the County, preparing for their departure for 
the Dardenelles, and the Regiment was allowed the privilege 
of joining in some of their field days near Chesterton. 


On March 3rd, 1915, the 29th Division were inspected by 
H.M. the King on the Dunchurch Road, previous to their 
leaving, and the Regiment took part in the March Past. Col. 
Dugdale being on His Majesty’s Staff, Col. Charteris was in 
command. 


The lst Regiment passed through Warwick on April 9th, 
1915, on their way to Avonmouth for embarkation, and were 
given a cordial welcome and farewell by their comrades of the 
2nd Line. 
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In April, 1915, the period of training at Warwick came to 
an end, and the Regiment was ordered to proceed to camp at 
Cirencester in conjunction with the 2nd Line Regiments of 
Gloucester and Worcester Yeomanry forming the Brigade. 


Meanwhile the 3rd Line was ordered to be raised as a 
Draft Squadron, taking over Head Quarters at Warwick vacated 
by the 2nd Regiment.  Lieut.-Col. R. Beech, with temporary 
rank of Major, then in charge of ‘‘C” Squadron, was given 
command, and Hon. H. A. Adderley who re-joined the 
Regiment as Captain (gaz. May 5th, 1915) was appointed 2nd in 
command. Lieut. R. M. Griffin took up the duties of Adjutant, 
while §8.S.M. Ferris from ‘‘C’’ Squadron was left to act as 
Squadron-Sergeant-Major. Lieut. K. A. Hoffguard, with 
temporary rank of Captain, was put in command of the Depot 
and was responsible for recruiting. 


On Friday, April 23rd, the 2nd Line Regiment left 
Warwick for Cirencester, marching via Moreton-in-Marsh where 
they bivouacked for the night. On arrival the following 
evening they were joined by the other two Regiments, and 
together formed the 2/lst South Midland Mounted Brigade 
under the command of Col. G. Ll. Palmer, Brigadier, camping 
in Lord Bathurst’s Park, close to the town. 


The strength of the Regiment at this time was about 27 
Officers and 450 O.R’s. Capt. T. A. Motion had taken over 
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““C’’ Squadron on Col. Beech’s appointment to command the 
8rd Line, and the following was the Roll of Officers on April 
30th, 1915 :-— 


ROLL OF OFFICERS BY SQUADRONS. 
Lieut.-Col. F. Dugdale, C.V.0., Commanding. 
Lieut.-Col. R. B. Charteris, Sen. Major. 
Major F. Fleming, Adjutant. 

Lieut. and Qr.-Mr. E. A. Brambleby. 

Lieut. G. O. Ogden, Vet. Surg. 

Lieut. E. F. Dawes, R.A.M.C. 

Hon. Chaplain—Rev. Canon W. G. Melville. 


“ B” Squadron :— “C” Squadron :— 
Major Lord Willoughby de Broke. Capt. T. A. Motion. 
Capt. C. Clayton. Lieut. C. Joynson. 
Lieut. J. G. Hunter. » B.C. Johnson. 
2nd-Lieut. F. R. Gaskell. 2nd-Lieut. A. D. Hordern. 
A. E. Philippi. 3 E. N. F. Loyd. 


- Viscount Glentworth. 
3 Hon. J. P. Mitford. 
a N. H. Docker. 


“D” Squadron :— 

Major R. Emmet. 

Capt. E. C. Severne. 

Lieut. H. C. Coulston. 

2nd-Lieut. C. K. Lloyd. 
a F. Drummond. 
‘3 R. Emmet (Jun.) 
a H. H. Holmes. 
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The camp at Cirencester was in an ideal spot with ample 
room for operations, and acomprehensive Cavalry training was 
carried on from Riding School to Field Days and Trench 
Digging under the directions of Brigade-Maj. Capt. W. A. 
Kennard (13th Hussars). 


Shortly after their arrival the Brigade were inspected by 
Lieut.-Gen. Sir H. LL. Smith-Dorrien who highly complimented 
them on their efficiency, and later by Lieut.-Gen. Sir W. 
Pitcairn Campbell, K.C.B., G.O.C., Southern Command. 


In June, 1915, the Brigade was ordered to the Kastern 
Counties, and, before their departure, a letter was issued to the 
Officers and Men from the Brigadier, Col. Palmer, conveying 
his thanks, on their leaving for their war station, for the way 
they had worked during the two months they had been under 
his command. 


On the 21st of that month they entrained at Cirencester for 
Kings Lynn where they remained about three weeks. Here 
the men were much scattered in billets, there was little avail- 
able space for work, and altogether conditions were so 
unsatisfactory that permission was obtained for transferring the 
Brigade to a more suitable district. 


Holkham was selected, and accordingly on July 14th a move 
was made, and the Brigade marched 24 miles in th2 day to 
camp in Lord Leicester's Park near the sea coast. 
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The new quarters afforded more scope for Mounted Brigade 
work, and drills were occasionally carried on on the sands at 
low tide. 


For three months the Brigade remained under canvas, but 
in October, 1915, left Holkham to go into winter quarters and 
billets at Fakenham. 


About this time a draft of 180 from the 2nd Line were 
ordered to reinforce the 1st Regiment and left for Egypt under 
Lieut. Johnson. 


Previous to this several drafts had already been sent to the 
1st Regiment; the first in September, 1914 consisting of 127 
men, and others of smaller numbers including one of 114 in 
August, 1915, making altogether about 500 to date. 


While at Fakenham at the close of the year 1915, several 
changes occurred in the Staff of the Regiment, and the following 
return shows the Officers who had left since its formation :— 


Transferred to Ist Warwickshire Yeomanry :— 


Major R. Emmet. 2nd-Lieut. J. C. Lucas. 
Capt. C. Joynson. sf C. Townsend. 
, F.H. Drummond. 3 A. D. Hordern. 
Lieut. B. C. Johnson. 53 A. C. Alan-Williams. 
» H.C. Coulston. 9 J.S. Stafford. 
2nd-Lieut. Viscount Glentworth. ‘5 C. Sykes. 


E. A. Philippi. - H. Yorke. 
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Transferred to 8rd Line Warwickshire Yeomanry :— 
Lieut.-Col. R. J. Beech. 
Capt. E. A. Hoffguard. 
2nd-Lieut. R. M. Griffin. 


Transferred to Territorial Force Reserve :— 
Capt. C. T. Clayton. 
2nd-Lieut. C. le Strange. 


Transferred to 1st Life Guards ;— 


2nd-Lieut. The Hon. J. P. B. O. Mitford. 
a R. Emmet (Jun.) 


Lieut. and Q.M. E. A. Brambleby, joined A.S.C., 
Surg.-Lieunt. A. E. Bullock, transferred lst Gloucester Yeo. 
2nd-Lieut. F. R. Gaskell, joined 10th Hussars. 

is C. K. Lloyd, joined R.F.A. 

- H. H. Holmes, joined R.F.A. 

re R. H. P. Arkwright, resigned. 


Col. Dugdale and Col. Charteris having retired, Major Lord 
Willoughby de Broke was appointed to command and gazetted 
Lieut.-Col., January 9th, 1916. 


R.S.M. W. Wilkes, with temporary rank of Captain, 
succeeded Maj. Fleming as Adjutant, October 30th, 1915, and 
S.M. Harvey became Quarter-Master and Hon. Lieut. in the 
place of Lieut. Brambleby who had joined the A.S.C. 


The Regiment remained at Fakenham till the Spring of 
1916, with Brigade Headquarters at Hunstanton. The two 
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other Regiments of the Brigade were deprived of horses, and 
converted into Cycle Corps, while the Warwicks for a time 
remained as Cavalry. 


Leaving Fakenham in April, they moved to Tunbridge 
Wells by rail, and thence to Wrotham about 11 miles from 
Maidstone in June. 


The return to the Kastern Counties took place in July, 1916, 
when the Regiment was sent to ‘'horndon Park, near Brentwood 
in lissex, to be brigaded with the Bucks. Hussars and Sherwood 
Rangers under Brig.-Gen. S. M. Edwardes. As part of the 
1st Mounted Division, they were sent to Ashford for three weeks 
manceuvres withortt tents, on the Kentish coast. ‘The Division 
under the command of Gen. Burn-Murdoch, was inspected by 
the King during the operations. 


At the end of August the Regiment returned to Thorndon 
Park and in November went into winter quarters at Epping 
until the Spring of 1917. 


The Squadron Commanders were then ‘“ B”’ Squadron Capt. 
IK. C. Shirley, ““C”’’ Maj. E. ‘Il. Chamberlayne, ““D” Capt. 
H. R. Yorke; but about this time the horses were taken away, 
and Bicycles substituted, the Regiment being transformed into 
a Cycle Unit of four Companies. <“B,’ “C’’ and “D” 
Squadrons became Companies and a new ‘“‘A’’ Company was 
added under Capt. C. L. Robert. 
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In April, 1917, they were again at Thorndon Park, but 
shortly after the Brigade was split up, the Bucks. and Sherwood 
Rangers going to Ramsgate and Canterbury, and in September 
the Warwicks to Colchester. 


The Company Leaders at this time were ‘‘A”’ Capt. C. L. 
Berry, ““B” Capt. . C. Shirley, “‘“C” Capt. C. Cleave, “D”’ 
Capt. G. Belfield. 


While at Colchester, Major H. Sidney, D.S.O., Northumber- 
land Yeomanry was appointed to command the Regiment in 
the place of Lord Willoughby de Broke who retired in January, 
1918. 


The Regiment formed part of a Special Brigade, under the 
command of Brig.-Gen. Price-Davies, V.C., which it was 
intended should be sent overseas under secret orders on an 
expedition, the purpose of which was at that time undisclosed. 
The German offensive in March, 1918, however, caused the 
abandonment of the scheme. It was found necessary to call 
for large reinforcements for the Army in France, and a 
considerable number were taken from Colchester including 
many of the Special Brigade which was thus broken up. 


In consequence the Units were not again reorganised, and 
a gradual disbandment took place after the Armistice in 
November, 1918. | 
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II1.—THE THIRD LINE. 


In April, 1915, Col. Beech and a small Staff of Officers 
left at Warwick were busily engaged in raising and training 
recruits after the departure of the 2nd Regiment. 


The County had already been almost denuded of men 
specially qualified for Yeomanry service, and every effort was © 
required for recruiting volunteers, pending conscription which 
was as yet hardly contemplated. 


Officers made personal visits to the country districts posting 
bills and publishing the call, while, in the towns recourse was 
had to a Cinematograph Display, illustrating scenes of 
Yeomanry life in camp and elsewhere. By permission of the 
Managers of many of the Music Halls in Birmingham, Coventry 
and Leamington, the show was given as an item in their 
programmes, and in some cases Col. Beech and the Officers 
appeared on the stage and made appeals to the audience. The 
results were satisfactory, and, with the additional assistance 
of a Recruiting Centre established in Birmingham, a consider- 
able number began to come in, so that by the end of June 
about 200 were enrolled. 


The officers who joined included Lieut. R. B. Riley who 
had just entered the 2nd Regiment before they left, and 2nd- 
Lieuts R. P. Prankerd and F. Drake gazetted to the 8rd Line 
in May and June. 
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S.Q.M.S. Foley was transferred from the 2nd Regiment to 
act as Quarter Master. 


A miscellaneous lot of horses were collected, partly con- 
sisting of survivors from the ‘‘ Wayfarer” returned as unfit for 
service abroad, and partly of animals from the Hospital Depot 
at Leamington, with the help of which Riding School was 
carried on daily in Warwick Park until the summer. 


In June, 1915, orders were received that the 3rd Line was 
to be sent to Tidworth to be affiliated, in conjunction with the 
3rd Lines of the Worcester and Gloucester Yeomanry, to the 
4th Reserve Regiment of Cavalry (the 4th and 7th Dragoon 
Guards) at Assaye Barracks, Head Quarters were ordered to 
be moved to Tidworth, and the Depot at Warwick left in charge 
of Capt. Hoffguard, by';whom Recruits were to be enrolled and 
forwarded for training to the new centre. 


Accordingly on June 30th, the whole Squadron consisting 
of five Officers and 177 O.R’s paraded in the Market Place at 
Warwick, and proceeded by special train to their destination. 
On arrival at ‘Tidworth Station they were met by Maj. Murray 
Menzies, the Commanding Officer of “‘A’’ Squadron of the 4th 
R.R.C., to which the Warwick Yeomanry were to be attached, 
and the Band of the Regiment played them to the Barracks. 
The Yeomanry were allotted to the three Reserve Cavalry 
- Squadrons in their respective quarters: the Warwicks to “A” 
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Squadron, Worcesters “BR” and Gloucesters “C.’’ Orderly 
Rooms were provided for each Yeomanry Squadron for 
administrative work, while for drill and instruction they acted 
under the Commanding Officer of the Regimental Squadron to 
which they were attached. The Officers of the Administrative 
Staff of the Warwicks were Col. Beech, Capt. Adderley and 
Lieut. Griffin. 


Lieut.-Col. B. R. Dietz, commanded the 4th Reserve 
Regiment, and the Officer in Command of the three Reserve 
Regiments of Cavalry forming the Cavalry Brigade at Tidworth 
was Brig.-Gen. Hon. O. Lumley, who in pre-war days for two 
years acted as Brigadier to the Warwick Yeomanry on Salisbury 
Plain. 


The training at Tidworth was necessarily severe, in order 
to bring Men and Officers up to the standard of regular Cavalry 
in the shortest time possible, as reinforcements were urgently 
needed by the Ist Line Regiments abroad. A special feature 
of the course was Riding School under the able management 
of Major Dibble (Riding Master), and a large Staff of Instructors. 
A continuous supply of horses to provide drafts for the Cavalry 
in France came to the Assaye Barracks, and from 1,000 to 
1,500 were always available for the Regiment for training. All 
Officers (including the Administrative Staff) were required to 
pass through the School, irrespective of previous proficiency in 
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horsemanship, and even a well-known steeplechase rider was 
said to have found it no easy task to satisfy the C.O. Many of 
the recruits had never been on a horse before, but yet made 
such rapid progress that a few months later they were able to 
perform remarkable feats of horsemanship in the Gymkanas 
and Competitions that were frequently held. Besides Riding 
School the daily routine included Stable Duty, Musketry and 
Bombing Instruction, Bayonet and Physical Drill, and work in 
the trenches, with frequent night duty, so that little time was 
left for recreation, although facilities were provided for football 
and cricket, and occasional matches were played between 
squadrons. ‘lhe conduct of the Yeomanry thronghout their 
time at Tidworth was exemplary, and won special commen- 
dation from the Officers of the Reserve Regiment. Most of them 
on completion of their training had done a year or 18 months 
work before going abroad, and it is worthy of note that the 
excellent quality of the drafts was often referred to by the 
Brigadier and Officers of the 1st Line Regiments on service. 


In July, 1915, several junior Officers of the 2nd Regiment 
were sent to Tidworth to complete their training, and were 
attached to the 4th R.R.C. for a few weeks. Amongst them 
were 2nd-Lieuts. C. W. 'Townsend, F.C. Cleave, G. Little and 
J. C. Lucas. 


There were eight Officers of the 3rd Line, and many more 
joined before the end of the year, but it was found that the 
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removal of Head Quarters from Warwick had produced a disas- 
trous effect on recruiting men for the Regiment, and in August 
it was decided to re-open an establishment at Warwick for a 
course of preliminary training before the recruits were passed 
on to Tidworth. For this purpose Capt. Adderley and Lieut. 
Griffin were sent back with S.S.M. Ferris, and a Staff for 
Instruction and Orderly Room duties, 


About 200 men were left at Tidworth, and the change had 
a satisfactory result, over 100 recruits being added to the 
strength by the end of August. A fresh lot of horses were 
collected, and a regular course of instruction was carried on for 
the next eight months at Warwick in which a few of the junior 
Officers from Tidworth returned to assist. 


From now to the end of the year the following Officers 
received commissions :—Lieut. H. Higson, from the Liverpool 
Regt.; 2nd-Lieut. A. H. Parry who had been serving in France 
as Corporal in the Leicester Yeo. ; 2nd-Lieut. H. Loverock just 
returned from service in S. West Africa on the completion of 
that Expedition; and 8.Q.M.S. Sarsons from the 1/1st Warwick 
Yeomanry who was gazetted 2nd-Lieut.in December. Amongst 
the recruit Officers 2nd-Lieut. Chambers came from Rugby 
School in July, and others from various O.T.C’s. included R. J. 
Gilman, W. Mercer, K. Ware, A. Driver, and A. H. Michell. 
2nd-Lient. C. M. Armstrong, who joined in December, was no 
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stranger to the Regiment, his father Maj. A. J. Armstrong, 
having held a commission in the Warwickshire Yeomanry for 
30 years till his retirement in 1898. 


In January, 1916, the revival of recruiting had brought up 
the strength to about 500 of all ranks, of which 260 were still 
at Warwick, and the idea was contemplated of forming the 3rd 
Line into a complete Regiment. Many of the earliest enlisted 
recruits had passed through Schools of Instruction and were 
qualified as Instructors in Musketry, Bayonet Drill, &c., while 
for Physical Exercise a most efficient Instructor was supplied 
in Seret. Hathaway from the R. War. Regt. 8.S.M. Ferris 
was appointed Regimental Sergeant Major, and 8.Q.M.S. Foley 
promoted to Reg. Quarter-Master Sergt. 


Three Squadrons were formed at Warwick and carried on 
their training for the next three months, sending partially 
trained recruits at intervals to Tidworth, but the establishment 
for a drd Regiment was barely completed before the order was 
countermanded. 


In April, billets at Warwick were closed, and all recruits 
and junior Officers again ordered to Tidworth to complete their 
training. A “ Detachment’ Camp was allowed to be retained 
in Warwick Park, for the newly joined recruits before they 
were passed on to Tidworth, and for men of the 1st Regiment 
who had returned wounded or invalided, and were discharged 
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from hospital for hght duty until they were fit to be sent out 
again to Kgypt. 

As a result of the wastage caused by the operations in 
Gallipoli, the Regiment abroad was in urgent need of reinforce- 
ments at the end of 1915. A draft of 100 left in October, 
followed by another of 387 in November, and shortly after 
Lieut. Higson and 2nd-Lieut. Prankerd took out a further 
complement of 20 men. 

At Tidworth a ‘‘ Draft Squadron” was formed of the more 
advanced men of the Yeomanry with the Officers who had 
passed as efficient and were waiting orders to join their 1st 
Line Regiments abroad. During the summer months this 
Squadron was in camp near Tidworth Park, and afterwards 
moved into billets at a farm at Cholderton. 

The “ Detachment”? Camp in Warwick Park was broken up 
in October, 1916, and the few remaining men transferred to 
the Artillery Quarters at Leamington till the end of the year. 
Voluntary enlistment ceased on the introduction of compulsory 
service, and special recruitment for Yeomanry was no longer 
allowed. Men were now posted to the various Units of the 
Army where required. 

In January a draft of 72 left Tidworth, and on September 
23rd, 59 of the Warwick Yeomanry were sent with a Worcester 
draft to the Brigade in Egypt under 2nd-Lieut. C. Carr, 
attached to the Worcesters. 
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About this time the severe losses in France amongst the 
Infantry Battalions made it necessary to draw upon every 
branch of the service to supply reinforcements. Already over 
700 of the 4th and 7th D.G’s. had left the Barracks for service 
as Infantry, and in December, at a few days notice, drafts from 
the 8rd Line Warwick Yeomanry were ordered for the Royal 
Warwickshire Regiment in France. To those selected for 
drafts the orders were unwelcome, as most of the men had 
completed their cavalry training and were looking forward to 
joining the 1st Line in Egypt. The short time allowed for 
preparation was fully occupied in change of equipment and 
final inspection parades, and on December 19th, 1916 the first 
draft of Warwicks left ‘Tidworth, consisting of 80 men with 
Corp. W. Baskett, the only N.C.O. A second contingent of 
45, ineluding Corpls. W. H. Buswell, and A. Gowling, followed 
on the 28th, and a third of 13 with L/Corp. E. Foley on 
December 30th. 


The three drafts, numbering 138 of Warwick Yeomanry, 
were sent direct to France, and distributed amongst the 5th, 
7th and 8th Battalions of the Warwickshire Regt. Within a 
few weeks they were in the trenches, and suffered severely in 
killed and wounded. According to returns of casualties five 
were killed and 16 wounded in their first engagements. 


By the end of 1916 nearly all the Officers of the 8rd Line 
at ‘lidworth had completed their training, and were being sent 
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in rotation, as their services were required, to the Brigade in 
Egypt. — 

On February 2nd, 1917, a final draft of 100 N.C.O’s. and 
Men left, including 8.8.M. H. T. Mason (who afterwards 
became R.S.M.), and 8.Q.M.S. Fincher. 


The remainder at Tidworth were posted to the 5th Reserve 
Cavalry Regiment, and moved to the Aliwal Barracks. 


These consisted of the few who had been brought back 
from Warwick, and others who were not in the category for 
foreign service, with the Officers of the Administratve and 
Permanent Staff, Col. Beech, Capt. Adderley and Lieut. Griffin 
S.S.M. Ferris, and two of the latest joined junior Officers, 
Qnd-Lieuts. Carey and Clifton, who shortly after were sent 
out to the lst Regiment. 


The 5th Reserve Cavalry Regiment comprised the 10th and 
18th Hussars, and the Warwick, Gloucester, and Worcester 
Yeomesnry were henceforth affiliated with Hussars. 


Within the next few weeks the 80 men left at Tidworth 
were gradually absorbed in various departments of the service, 
according to their categories, at home or abroad; and, as the 
Yeomanry were now supplied with recruits from the general 
Cavalry Reserve, the 38rd Line was no longer required, and by 
the end of March, 1917, ceased to exist. 
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een 


OFFICERS OF THE 


WARWICKSHIRE YEOMANRY. 
(1914 To 1918.) 


—— 


HON. COLONEL: 


F. R. Guy Greville, Earl of Warwick, T.D., Lieut. Col. and Hon. Col., 
24th March, 1912. 


OFFICERS COMMANDING THE REGIMENT: 


*F. Dugdale, C.V.O., T.D., Lieut.-Col. Com. 16th Dec., 1911 to 30th Sept., 
1914; Com. 2nd Regt. 30th Sept., 1914; Ret. Jan., 1916. 

tT. A. Wight-Boycott, D.S.O., (Hon. Lieut.-Col. Army) late Staffs. Yeo. 
Com. 19th Sept. 1914 to 24th Sept., 1915; Brig.-Gen. Sept., 
1915; Invalided from Gallipoli Dec., 1915; Died 30th April, 
1916. 

tH. A. Gray-Cheape, D.S.O. & Bar (Maj. Wor. Yeo.) Lieut.-Col. Com. 
23rd Dec., 1915, Drowned at Sea on voyage with Regt. to 
France, 27th May, 1918. 

*tJ. D. Mills, Maj., temp. com. in Gallipoli, 26th Sept., to 4th Nov. 1915 ; 

also 27th May to 18th June, 1918. 


+P. H. Warwick, D.S.0O., Maj., S.N.H., temp. com.in France, 18th June 
to 13th July, 1918. 


tc. A. Calvert, D.S.O., Lieut.-Col., S.N.H., Com. M.G. Battalion in 
France, 13th July to Nov., 1918. 


*tB. Granville, D.S.0., Lieut.-Col. Com. on re-construction after the war, 
16th Feb., 1920; ret. 1921. 


*W. Pepys, D.S.O., Lieut.-Col. Com. 26th April, 1921. 
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COMMISSIONS, SERVICE AND APPOINTMENTS, E‘rc. 


*R. B. Charteris, T.D. (Hon. Lieut. Army) Maj. and Hon. Lieut.-Col. 
2nd in com. 14th Feb., 1908; and of 2nd Regt. Sept., 
1914; Ret. Jan., 1916. 


*tR. A. Richardson, Maj., 16th April, 1910; 2nd in com. Aug., 1914 ; 
Brev.-Lieut.-Col. 17th May, 1915; men. des. (3 


*tJ. D. Mills, Maj., 23rd Feb., 1911; in temp. com. 1915 and 1918 ; 
men. des. (3). 


*tB. Granville, D.S.O. & Bar, men. des. (3) ; (late Capt. ret. pay) joined 
1908 ; Maj. 23rd Feb., 1911; w. Suvla Bay, 1915; Com. 
Mid’sex Yeo. Salonica, 1916: and Linc. Yeo., Egypt, 1917- 
18; Com. Linc. and EK. Riding M.G. Batt., France, 1918 ; 
Lieut.-Col. Com. War. Yeo., 1920-1. 


*W. Pepys, D.S.O., men. des. (3) (Capt. late 13th Hrs.) ; Maj. War. Yeo., 
l6th Dec., 1911; Adjt. LYOL; re-joined 13th Hrs. 9th Dec., 
1914; com. Yorks. Hrs. Yeo., 1916; Lieut.-Col. Com. 
War. Yeo., 26th April, 1921. 


R. G. Lord Willoughby de Broke, re-joined as Major, lst September, 
1914; tem. Lieut.-Col. Com. 2nd Regt., 7th Jan., 1916. 


R. J. Beech (Lieut.-Col. ret.) re-joined as Maj., 21st Sep., 1914; Com. 
3rd Line April, 1915 to Feb., 1917; Com. R.F.A. Wagon 
Lines, France, Feb., 1917 to April, 1918; died 30th Aug., 
1919. 


TR. Emmet (Sen.) D.8.0., joined 2nd Regt. as Maj. 21st Sept., 1914; 
1/1 War. Yeo. Egypt, Dec., 1915; tr Maj. R.A. Aug. 1916. 
*tE. T. Chamberlayne, D.S.O., men. des. ; Capt. 16th April, 1910; Maj. 
llth Dec., 1914; 2nd in com. Egypt, 1916. 
tA. C. Watson, D.S.O., men. des. (3); 7th Hrs.; Adjt. Staff. Yeo. ; att. 
Maj. 21st Sept., 1916; 2nd in com. Oct. 1916 to May, 1918. 
*G. H. Hodgkinson, (Capt. late 13th Hrs.) Capt. 9th Feb., 1912; Staff 
Capt. 157th Bde. Aug. 1914; Maj. 7th Jan. 1916. 
*H. G. Lord Guernsey, (Lieut. late Ir. Gds.) Capt. 17th Aug., 1910; 


re-joined Ir. Gds. Aug. 1914; k.-in-a. France, (B. of Aisne) 
14th Sept., 1914. 
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*tR. G. C. Napier (Lieut. late G. Gds.) Capt. 21st May, 1914; rejoined 
G. Gds. Sept. 1916; d. of w. France 2nd Aug., 1917 (Pasc- 
haendale 3lst July, 1917). 


*tJ. G. Gillespie (late D.L.I.) Capt. 5th July, 1914; Maj. 24th May, 1916 ; 
Salonica, Oct., 1915. 


*tH. D. Smith-Ryland, Lieut. 2nd May, 1911: Capt. 11th Dec., 1914 ; 
d. of w. Ist B. of Gaza, March, 1917. 

*tL. B. Joynson, M.C., Lieut. 10th Feb., 1912; Capt. 7th Jan., 1916; 
sec. Bde. Sig. Officer; men. des. 


*tC. J. H. Wheatley, Lieut. 20th Jan., 1912; Capt. 7th Jan. 1916; Maj. 
15th May, 1920; men. des. 


*tE. G. Pemberton, M.C., O.B.E., Lieut. 21st May, 1914; Capt. 7th Jan., 
1916; Maj. 19th Nov., 1916; w. Rafa, Jan., 1917; men. 
des. (3). 

*tR Valintine, M.C. (late Hon. Capt. & Qr.-Mr.) Capt. Egypt, 1916 and 
A/Adjt.; d. of w. Huj, Nov., 1917; aw. M.C. 


*tH. C. Coulston. joined 1911 ; Lieut. 21st May, 1914; Capt. 24th Aug., 
1916. 


*tE. C. Shirley, joined 1911; Lieut. 24th Aug., 1916, Staff, W. Russia ; 
Maj. 2nd Regt., 13th Sept., 1916. 
*H. T. Leather, joined 1911; Lieut. 25th Oct., 1914 (Trans. 0.) ; joined 
R.F.C., Dec., 1914; Capt., Ist June, 1916. 
Fleming (for. Capt. 6th D.Gs.) Adjt. 2nd Regt. 21st Sept., 1914. 


F. T. Clayton (late K.R.R.C.) joined as Capt. 2nd Regt. 21st Sept.. 
1914. 


F. 
C. 
T. A. Motion, Capt. 21st Sept., 1914; Maj. 2nd Reet. Ist May, 19105. 
E. 


C. W. Severne, Capt. 21st Sept., 1914; att. 9th Lers. and Staff, 
1916; w. France. 


Hon. H. A. Adderley (late Capt. W.Y.C.) re-joined Capt. 3rd Line Sth 
May, 19195. 
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COMMISSIONS, SERVICE AND APPOINTMENTS, &c. 


*tH. B. Tate 
*tG. C. Jackson 
*tA. K. Motion 


*tR. F. K. Gooch, 
M.C. 


*{R. Lakin, re-j’d. 
*+L. F. Thwaites 


tH. R. Yorke, 
M.C. 


C. H. Sykes, 
D.S.0. 


tJ. S. Stafford 
TA. C. Alan- 
Williams, M.C. 


EK. A. Hoffguard 
J.C. Hunter 
tC. Joynson 
TB. C. Johnson 
C. K. Lloyd 


TF. H. J. Drum- 
mond, M.C. 


2nd-Lieut. 


*tSirG. A. Lloyd 8.6.12 11.12.14 
G.C.LE., D.S.O. 


Lieut. 


15.2.13 11.12.14 


25.3.14 
25.3.14 
5.10.14 


9.10.14 


9.10.14 


21.9.14 


7.1.16 


21.9.14 


Capt. 
1.6.16 


1.6.16 
28.9.16 


11.12.14 


1.6.16 


Service, Appointments, &o. 


Sp. Ser. E.E.F. & Aust. 
Im. F. Staff Egypt, 
Gallipoli, Meso’mia & 
S. Russia. men. (9) 


(late D.L.I.) 
2nd L.Gds., June, 1916 


Adjt. Dec., 1915. w. Mt. 
Meredith, Aug. 1916. 


joined Ox. Yeo. France, 
June, 1916. 


Empld. Art. Horse 
Lines, Nov. 1916. 


Maj. 17.5.16 ; w. G’poli. 
1915; M.C.Sept.1918 


joined W. Fus. 1915; 


w. 
w. Romani, Aug., 1916 
w. Huj, Nov.1917; M.C. 


A.D.C. in Palestine 
Sp. Ser. 1918-19. 


Com. Warwick Depot. 
Maj. Aug. 1915. 

jed E.M.P. May, 1918. 
(late R.F.A.) 

R.F.A. 1915 


joined G. Gds. Sept., 
1916; w. France, M.C. 


F. R. Gaskell 


R. Emmet 
(jun.) 
tE. A. Philippi 
R. M. Griffin 


TVisct. E. W. de 
V. Glentworth 


tA. D. Hordern 
H. H. Holmes 
E. N. F. Loyd 
N. H. Docker 


Hon. J. P. 
Mitford 


tG. H. Barkley 
tH. O. Springfield 


C. L. Robert 

R. C. Riley 
TR. P. Prankerd 
tC. W. Townsend 
tJ. C. Lucas 
TF. A. Drake 


EK. C. Cleave 

G. K. Little 
tA. F. Chambers 
S. T. Hidden 
tC. L. Barker 


APPENDIX I.—continued. 


2nd-Lieut. 


21.9.14 


15.10.14 


2.11.14 
1.11.14 
1.1.15 


15.2.15 
17.2.15 


20.2.15 


14.3.15 
18.3.15 


19.4.15 
14.5.15 

9.6.15 
14.6.15 
18.6.15 


19.6.15 


25.6.15 - 


19.7.15 
22.7.15 
12.8.15 


Lieut. 


vii. 


Capt. 


Service, Appointments, &o. 


joined 10th Hrs. Mar. 
1915. w. France. 


joined Ist L.Gds, 1915. 
d. Oct., 1915. 


A/Adjt. 3rd Line. 


j'ed R.A.F. Nov. 1916. 
k.ina. France, 18.5.18 


R.F.A. 1915 
Sig. Ser., Dec., 191o 


Lieut. Ist L.Gds., 31st 
Oct. 1916, Staff Ind. 
Army & I’prtr France 


late Cpl. Dorset Yeo. k. in a. 


Romani, Aug., 1916 


Lieut. R.A.F. 13.2.16 

k. in a. France, 10.11.18. 

w. Gaza, Apr., 1917. Sp. Ser. 1918 
A.D.C., Egypt. 


Capt. & Adjt. 22.10.17; w. Gaza 
Apr. 1917 ; dr’d at sea, 27.5.18 


Lieut. R.F.A., Feb., 1916 
d. of w. Romani, Aug., 1916 


sec. 1916. 


Vill. 
2nd-Lieut. 


tH. G. Loverock 2.10.15 
9.10.15 


A. W. Wilson 
TH. Higson 
TA. H. Parry 24.11.15 


D. B. Doulton 14.11.15 
TR. J. Gilman, 16.11.15 
M.C. : 
TW. B. Mercer, 19.11.15 
M.C. 
TK. F. Ware a 


tC.M. Armstrong __,, 


TH. B. Sarsons se 
G. G. Belfield 19.12.15 
H. A. Edwards i 


W. J. Sheard ad 
W.L. Chrystal = 15.1.16 
TE. L. Driver a 
tA. H. Michell " 


D. L. Hutchison " 


A. F. Iliffe 23.1.16 
E. L. Scott 27.1.16 
tS. G. Hill 28.1.16 
C. L. Berry 4.2.16 
G. Dent- 30.3.16 
Brocklehurst 
tC. C. Carr 5.4.16 
tJ. J. Greensitt 19.4.16 


Lieut. 


21.10.15 
1.7.17 


13.10.17 
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Service, Appointments, &. 
Pre. ser. S.W. African Exp. 1914; 
k. in. a. Romani, Aug., 1916. 


Lieut. late Liverpool Regt. 


Served as Cpl. Leic. Yeo. in 
France 1914-15. M.G. Batt., 
1918. 


w. Huj, Nov. 1917, M.C.; d. on 
service, France, 15.7.18 


M.C. Huj, Nov., 1917; awarded 
Bellinglise, 1918. 


w. Rafa, Jan., 1917. 


Intell. Off., H.Q., Aust. M. Div. 
1917; Staff, Palestine, 1918. 


Late 8.Q.M.S. War Yeo. 


Late Sergt. War. H. Art. 


w. France 29.9.18; M.G. Batt. 
M.G. Batt. 


tr. 7th D. Guards, 9.9.16 


Sig. Ser., Egypt. 


Att. Wore. Yeo. Egypt. 
Late Sergt. North. Yeo. M.G.Batt. 
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2nd-Lieut. 

F. C. Payne 28.7.16 

tC. W. Carey 29.7.16 
J. Saunders a 

J. H. Lade 20.8.16 


tE. F.S. Halliday 27.9.16 
G. Fitz. Berkeley 12.9.16 


Hon. A. H.S. 15.11.16 
Cripps 
tJ. B. Rodger, — 
M.C. 

C.V.Treleaven 28.11.16 

C. Burgis 3 

A. Innocent - 

H. Morton - 
TH. J. Clifton 6.12.16 
tF. H. King, 28.12.16 

M.C. 

W. A. Hicks 17.2.17 

G. Graham ”» 

E. R. King 

G. H. Storr . 
tT. Canning 1.5.17 
TN. H. Loynes ‘is 

H. W. Page 21.6.17 


H. G. Hanbury " 

D. R. Lee : 

H.N.Norsworthy 1.8.17 
tC. E. McAndrew 25.8.17 
tF. W. Nicholls 5 


Lieut. 
28.1.18 
1.5.18 
28.1.18 


27.3.18 


99 


6.6.18 
28.59.18 


17.8.18 


99 
99 


99 


1.11.18 


28.9.18 
29.12.18 


1.2.19 


29.20.19 


ix. 


Service, Appointments, &o. 


M.G. Batt. 


late Lieut. Scottish Horse. M.G. 


Batt. 


late Sergt.Glos. Yeo. M.G. Batt. 


late Lieut. Scottish Horse. 
Army. 1918. 


Ind. Army Res. Off., 1918 
Ind. Army Res. Off., 1918 


M.G. Batt., France 
M.G. Patt. _,, 


Ind, 


M.G. Batt. kina. Epehy, 23.9.18 


M.G. Batt. 
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@nd-Lieut.  Liout. Service, Appointments, &o. 

tF.M. Wright 24.9.17  25.3.19 M.G. Batt. 

C. E. Wilkins . = 

F. R. Vitali 24.11.17 24.5.19 sec. 

F. Burt, M.C. os ge Att. 20th Hrs. 
ve dail 1.2.18 — Joined at Belah, M.G. Batt. M.C. 
TG. E. Bond ie — Joined at Belah, M.G. Batt. 

C. H. Wood- 26.6.18 — 

house 

G. H. Singleton 18.8.18 — sec. 

k. F. Welsh 25.9.18 — M.G. Batt. 

J. 8S. Carter 13.11.18 — M.G. Batt. 


Officers of Machine Gun Corps attached in France. 


Lieut. K. E. Whitehead Aug., 1918. 
Lieut. C. BE. Wilson Aug., 191. 


APPENDIX J.—oontinued. xi. 


Adjutants: 


*tStocker, E. H. (Capt. 13th Hrs.) Adjt. Sept. Ist, 1913; Staff Capt. 
6th Mtd. Bde., Dec. 1915; Bde. Maj. I.C.C., 1916. 


tGooch, R. F. K., M.C., Dec. 23rd, 1915 ; Capt. Sept. 28th, 1916; M.C. 

tBlack, J., Lieut. Sept. 18th, 1916; Adjt. 1916-17. 

tDrake, F. A., Capt. Oct. 22nd, 1917 ; Adjt. 1917-27.5.18 (v. sup.) 
Fleming, F., (Capt. late 6th D.Gds.) Adjt. 2nd Regt. Sept. 21st, 1914 

* Wilkes, W., Temp. Capt. and Adjt. 2nd Regt., Oct. 30th, 1915. 
Payne, F. A., ag 5 ‘. Jan. 26th, 1918. 


Quarter-Masters : 
*f{Valintine, R., M.C., Hon. Capt. June 30th, 1906; Combatant Com- 
mission 1916. (v. sup.) 


Brambleby, KB. A., Hon. Lieut. Sept. 21st, 1914, 2ud Regt.; trans. 
A.S.C., Oct., 1915. 


*Harvey, H., Hon. Lieut. May 10th, 1915, 2nd Regt. 

*Foley,J., 3rd Line, 1915; Hon. Lient. trans. M.G., Nov. 27th, 1915. 

tLondon, F. W., Hon. Lieut. Nov. 28th, 1916 ; tra..s. 74th Div., April, 
1918. 


*tForbes, H. N.,M.C. (S.S.M. War. Yeo. 1914) 2nd-Lieut. 1915; Capt. 
15.4.16; D.A.A.G., 46th Div, 1917; w. France; Qr.-Mr. 
W. Y., 19.3.20. 
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Medical Officers : 


*; Bullock, R., Surg.-Maj., April 25th, 1890; Hon. Lieut.-Col. Aug. 
30th, 1902; M.O. 2nd Comp. Yeo. Regt. in Western Frontier 
Expedition, Aug., 1915; men. des. March, 1916. 


+Bullock, A. B., M.C., Lieut. R.A.M.C., Sept. Ist, 1914; Capt. 1.4.15 
(attached) trans. Glos. Yeo., L915. 


{Shipton, H. M., Capt. R.A.M.C.; att. 100th Bde. M.G.C. May-Dec., 
8. 


a 


Chaplain: 


*tGoodenough, Rev. L. W. V., March 28th, 1908 ; Brigade Chaplain 
Western Frontier, Dee., 1915— March, 1916. Died October, 


1920. 
*_In the Regiment on Mobilization. +t—Served with the Regiment overseas. 
men. des.— Mentions in Despatches. k. in a.—Killed in Action. 
d. of w.—Died of Wounds. w.— Wounded. 
com.—Command. sec.— Seconded. 


M.G. Batt.—Served with M.G. Batt. in France. 


APPENDIX II. 


REWARDS, ORDERS AND DECORA'IONS. 
OFFICERS. 


es 


“D.S.0. and Bar.” 


Lieut.-Col. H. A. Gray-Cheape. Lieut.-Col. B. Granville. 
* DSO.” 
Lieut.-Col. T. A. Wight-Boycott. Capt. Sir G. A. Lloyd, G.C.I.E. 
Lieut.-Col. W. Pepys. (also Cross of St. Anne 3rd 
Maj. E. T. Chamberlayne. class, Russia, 1916; El 
Maj. R. Emmet. Nahda, (Hedjaz) 2nd class ; 
Maj. A. C. Watson, 7th Hrs.. Nile (Egypt) 2nd class 
(att.) Lieut. C. H. Sykes. 
“4.0.” 
Capt. H. N. Forbes (France) Maj. E. G. Pemberton (also 
Capt. R. F. K. Gooch (also Order O.B.E.) 
of Nile, 4th class) Lieut. F. H. J. Drummond 
Capt. R. Valintine (France) 
Capt. L. B. Joynson Lieut. W. B. Mercer 


Capt. R. P. Palmer. A.V.C. (att.) Lieut. R. Gilman 
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‘“ M.C.’”’— continued. 


Capt. A. E. Bullock, R.A.M.C. (att.) Lieut. J. B. Rodger (att.) 

Lieut. A. C. Alan-Williams Lieut. F. H. King 

Lieut. H. R. Yorke. Lieut. F. Burt. 
2nd-Lieut. I. G. Griffiths 


“ Brev.-Lieut.-Col.” 
Maj. R. Airth Richardson. 


REWARDS AND DECORATIONS. 
N.C.0’sn. AND MEN. 


*“ Medaille Milttaire.”’ 
R.S.M. Bray, G. F. 


“D.C.M.” 
R.S.M. Mason, H. T. S.S.M. Nixon, W. 
“MM.” 
Sergt. Barnard, E. A, L/Sergt. Fitton, T. 
» Hough, B. Corp. Gibbs, C. C. 
» Sanders, F. H. »  Trenfield, E. G. 
» Wynn, G. E. L/Corp. Simmons, H. V. 


» Worth, A. 


APPENDIX II.—continued. xv. 


“M_S.M.” 


R.Q.M.S. Pardoe, C. W. 12 others awarded for services in 
“Wayfarer” see list page 19. 


“MENTIONS IN DESPATCHES.” 


OFFICERS. 
Lieut.-Col. H. A. Gray-Cheape (2) Capt. L. B. Joynson 
- B. Granville (3) » E.G. Pemberton (2) 
i T. A. Wight-Boycott » sir G. A. Lloyd (5) 
‘6 W. Pepys (3) » R.F. K. Gooch 
Bt.-Col. R. A. Richardson (3) » C.C. Joynson (2) 
Surg.-Lieut.-Col. R. Bullock » R. Valintine 
Maj. J. D. Mills (3) » E. H. Stocker (13th Hrs. att.) 
» E. T. Chamberlayne Lieut. & Qr.-Mr. F. W. London 
» A.C. Watson (3) » H. O. Springfield 
» R. Emmet Capt. H. N. Forbes (3) (late 8.S.M. 
» J. H. Wheatley War. Yeo.) 


Capt. J. Black (late Scot. Horse att.) 
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“MENTIONS IN DESPATCHES ”—continued. 


‘N.C.0’S. AND MEN. 


Gallipoli: Sinai and Palestine: 
R.S.M. Bray, G. F. Pte. Beaumont, H. W. 
Corp. McKay, J. » Dickenson, G. T. 
L/Corp. Gibney, P. A, 5, Dixon, J. 

,» Mason, G. A. 

Sinai and Palestine: » Molineux, W/ 
R.S.M. Bray, G. F. » Smith, J. 

S.S.M. James, E. 

» Nixon, W. France: : 

» Tait, J. R. ° §.Q.M.8. Davenport, E. H. 
Sergt. Clark, G. A. Sergt. Clift, J. A. 

» Langdon, W. » Smith, T. G. 


S/S. Smith, F. A.8.C. (att.) 


For Services to Secretary of State. 


Lieut.-Col. F. Dugdale, C.V.O. Lieut.-Col. R. B. Charteris. 
4 R. J. Beech. 
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